
WHAT IS FIELD DAY? 

 ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the 

US and Canada.  During the fourth weekend of June, more than 31,000 radio  

amateurs gather with their clubs, groups, or friends to operate from remote        

locations. 

 Field Day is an opportunity to learn. We learn from our mistakes and our         

successes.  We learn what works and what doesnôt.  We make improvements to 

what we did in previous years.  We learn how to erect antennas, run coax, tie 

knots, how to avoid interference between 8 close- proximity stations and how to 

network 9 laptops.  We learn that the score does not matter.  Having fun matters.  

Camaraderie is the BEST. 

 We enjoy excellent food and excellent comradery.  We like telling stories 

and sharing.  We enjoy seeing old friends and making new ones.  We enjoy the 

encouragement to sit down in front of a radio and to operate.  We enjoy bragging 

to the media about what we do and what we are capable of doing.  We enjoy 

cleaning the rust off our CW fingers.  We enjoy being able to put up antennas that 

zoning, homeowner associations, and XYLôs would never allow in our back-

yards.   

 The Schenectady Amateur Radio Association (SARA) and the Schenectady 

Museum Amateur Radio Association (SMARA), for the 11th year, combined  

forces under the name Broughton Memorial Field Day Group.  We operated six 

stations under the call of W2IR and operated a Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) station 

under the call K2AE.  We alternate call signs each year.  Our six stations made 

1773 contacts.  The GOTA station made 25 contacts.  We attempted a satellite 

QSO, but luck was not with us.  The free VHF station made 2 contacts, but we 

lost the log.   

 We were welcomed back to the Rexford Fire Station on Rt 146 in Rexford.  

The site is ideal with a large pavilion, tables, bathroom, kitchen, easy parking, 

and a large field for antennas.  We began setting up on Friday June 26th,          

continued setting up on Saturday June 27th, started on-the-air activity at Saturday 

at 2PM, operated continuously for 24 hours, and commenced teardown on     

Sunday June 28th at 2PM.  We were home exhausted by 8PM.  More hands would 

have made the workload manageable.  Put next yearôs Field Day on your         

calendar and SAVE THE DATE. 



FIELD DAY 2026 ï REFLECTION 

 We were certainly very well nourished with delicious food!  Thank you to     

Judi Savacool for her over-the-top efforts.   

 We were certainly kept safe!  Thank you to our Safety Officer, Bob Saltzman 

for protecting us.   Bob reminded us to stay hydrated and prepared us for ticks and 

other bad things.   We worked safely and suffered only minor mishaps thanks to 

Bob. 

 Operationally, we did well.  The overall score was down a little.  We didnôt 

get all messages sent because Winlink servers were busy when we tried to connect.  

We know now to have messages ready and start trying to connect on Saturday.  

The GOTA station was a bit disappointing, despite its being moved and better        

location out front.  GOTA Qôs were down from 124 last year to 25 this year.  We 

need to work on getting visitors and to coax them into operating.  CW and digital 

QSOôs were down, but SSB QSOôs were up.  Iôm surprised to see that we made no 

digital contacts on 20M.  Digital stayed on 40M and only made 99 contacts there.  

Overall QSOôs increased from 1619 to 1798.  Our overall score suffered from  

fewer bonus points.   

 Computer networking worked as it should.  We had CAT cables for several 

stations and the band/mode communications between the rigs and laptops was a 

great benefit.  We encountered a few glitches that internet access on our network 

would solve.  Weôll fix that for next year.  Laptops are being improved for next 

year as well. 

 We had a problem with AC power distribution at the very start.  We were 

back operating shortly thereafter and Larry will do some TLC on the distribution 

cables for next year. 

 We posted several copies of the Band Heatmap for the 24 hours of Field Day.  

It was hard to read.  Times were in UTC.  Next year it will be larger and brighter 

with times in EDT, so everyone will know when itôs time to change from a dead 

band to an open one.   

So, we would love to hear your impressions and suggestions for improvements.  

Let us know.  Please provide feedback.  What did we do wrong?  What did we do 

right? 

Thanks and 73, Tim W2UI 



BROUGHTON MEMORIAL FIELD DAY GROUP 

2025 vs. 2026 
 

FIELD DAY RESULTS 2025 2026 

      

Preliminary Total Score: 7,608 7,235 

Bonus Points:     

   100% emergency power 100 100 

   Media Publicity 100 100 

   Public location 100 100 

   Public information table 100 100 

   Formal message to SM/SEC 100 100 

  W1AW Field Day message 100 100 

  Formal messages handled 10 = 100 4 = 40 

  Natural power QSOs 100 100 

  Site visit by invited elected 
  official 

100 100 

  Site visit by invited served 
  agency 

100 100 

  Educational activity 100 100 

  Youth participation 7 = 100 3 = 60 

  Safety officer 100 100 

  Social media 100 100 

  GOTA Station 620 (124 QôS SSB) 125 (25 QôS SSB) 

  GOTA Coach 100 100 

  Entry submitted via web 50 50 

Total bonus points 2670 2075 



BROUGHTON MEMORIAL FIELD DAY GROUP, conôt 

2025 vs. 2026 

FIELD DAY RESULTS 2025 2026 

CW QSOôs 714 683 

Digital Qôs 136 99 

SSB Qôs 769 1016 

      

80 CW 151 130 

75 SSB 102 114 

40 CW 255 357 

40 DIG 3 99 

40 SSB 441 434 

20 CW 307 185 

20 DIG 133 -  

20 SSB 64 254 

15 CW 1 7 

15 SSB 27 186 

10 CW -  4 

10 SSB 2 3 

6 SSB 9 -  

      

Total CW 714 683 

Total Digital 136 99 

Total SSB 769 1016 

Total Qôs 1619 1798 



FIELD DAY 2026 ï THE OPERATORS ï FROM THE MAIN LOG 

 

Congratulations to Hunter Morris, KC2QCW, on achieving the 

highest number of QSOôs.   

 
  

 New this year: Awards to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place operators.   

 1st - Field Day T-Shirt 

 2nd - ARRL publication "The Parks on the Air Book" 

 3rd - Field Day Pin, ARRL pin and FD sticker 

Thanks to the operators and thanks to Dave Galletly, who visited us during 

FD and passed on some goodies from the ARRL  

Everyone should realize that these achievements are made possible only by 

the efforts of our dedicated ñroadiesò, who sweated in the sun for hours,   

lugging, assembling, lifting, adjusting, tuning, and tweaking.    

CALL QSOôs 
    
KC2QCW 292 
WB2SMK 274 
NM2R 273 
KD2MND 172 
KC2WLR 130 
K2SAV 107 
KO2D 101 
W2BK 92 
K8TM 81 
K2UYK 65 
N2PEQ 63 
WA2JMS 39 
W2UI 39 
KD2WLQ 21 
KB2WZT 18 
W2QAC 5 
W2YJL 1 



 

2026 Field Day: ARRL Sections Worked 

Band Heatmap 



Building the beams...from the ground up 



Above: assembling the 6M Quad   Below: Six stations ready to get on the air 



Operating...pure concentration...day and night 



Above: Our GOTA Station in action    Below: A friendly visit from Jim Tedisco 



One more hour to go...did you get  his callsign? 

Sunday afternoon...getting ready for tear-down 



Sunday...starting to take down one of our  AB-577s 

...For the rest of teardown...too busy to take pictures! 


