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SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the president:

Spring seems to have finally sprung. Warmer weather, sunshine, and longer days can mean only one
thing: time to repair the antenna damage from the winter and implement the improvements you
have been dreaming about through the cold winter months. It also brings opportunities to spread
the fun and history of our hobby. To that end there will be upcoming events that will need volun-
teers and participants. I'm sure Tim (W2UI) will have Burnt Hills Flag Day Parade info soon. Manny
(NF2Q) has secured us a table at STEM Night at Shenendehowa again this year. As always, Field Day
is also a big event. In years past | can remember when there were more people at setup and tear
down than there were at last years dinner bell. It sure would be great to see a few more people Fri-
day and Sunday afternoon. There is always something to be done and I'd be happy to teach the
parts | know
to anyone
willing to
learn. Hope to
see you at one
these events! .;,;,:
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73, John
NM2R
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Field Day Preparations, June 2025

“Hints and Kinks” brief presentations at SARA meetings:

If you would like to present a project or problem (with or without a solution), please contact Jim
WAZ2JMS to get on the schedule for future meetings. The idea is to use the first 5 minutes of our
meetings to give you a chance to share your project or problem (7:00—7:05 PM). If further discus-
sion is needed, the discussion can resume after the formal part of our meeting.
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The April SARA meeting will be held at the
Alplaus Fire Station

and will also be available via Zoom (link will be sent out (prior to the meeting)

Topic: Top 25 Most Wanted DXCC Entities
Speakers: Bernie McClenny — W3UR
Date: Monday, April 20, 2026  Time: 7:00—8:30 PM

Abstract: Bernie will discuss the top 25 DXCC entities, giving details of the most recent operations
and any possibilities for the future contacts with these entities.

About our speaker: Bernie McClenny was first licensed as in September 1977 as WB3JRU and quick-
ly became interested in working DX. In 1991 he changed his call sign to WR3E and became a mem-
ber of the ARRL DXCC Honor Roll at the age of 27. In 1996 WR3E was exchanged under the Vanity
Call program for W3UR.

In March 1997 Bernie started the first daily e-mail DX Bulletin called http://www.dailydx.com/ . In
the summer of the following year he became the editor of QST's "How's DX?" column. In March
2001 he purchased The 599 DX Report and renamed it http://www.dailydx.com/ .

He has operated from two all-time new DXCC counters - http://www.n4gn.com/e44dx/ in Gaza, Pal-
estine and 4W/W3UR in Baucau, East Timor. Other DXpeditions include A61AJ, http://www.grz.com/
db/AH3D, http://www.dailydx.com/images/oh0.jpg , http://www.qrz.com/db/VU30HA, http://
www.n4gn.com/yu8/, http://www.qrz.com/db/8P9UR , http://www.qrz.com/db/J77A and most re-
cently http://www.grz.com/db/v47ur . He has also been a guest op multiple times at http://
www.4ulun.net/ .

When not writing or on DXpeditions, Bernie can often be found on the air chasing new ones in the
DXCC Challenge, hunting IOTA, working grid squares on 6 meters, and guest operating in contests
next-door at http://www.grz.com/db/w3Ipl . Bernie was recently inducted into the CQ DX Hall of
Fame, and writes The Daily DX, The Weekly DX and QST Magazine’s “How’s DX?” column.

Bernie lives in Glenwood, Maryland.

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner
of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.
Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We
meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).
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2025-2026 Program Schedule

Date Presenter Call Sign Topic
International Amateur Radio Union
15, 202 D K1ZZ
September 15, 2025 ave Sumner (IARU): 100 years
October 20, 2025 William Shanney W6QR Antenna Considerations
Remote Station Operation
November 17, 2025 Manny Shulman NF2Q Y e—
December 2, 2025 Holiday Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 19, 2026 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Linux for Hams
February 16, 2026 Dan Fisher Al4GK Slaying Power Line Interference
March 16, 2026 John Fritze K2QY Amateur Radio Satellite
April 20, 2026 Bernie McClenney W3UR 25 Most-Wanted DX Entities
May 18, 2026 Anthony Luscre K8ZT On-line Tunable SDR Receivers
Tim L W2UlI ARA Electi Field Day PI i
June 15, 2026 im Long & ul, S ections, Field Day annlhg,
James MacMurray N2UzQ and Broughton Award Presentation

More FD Preparations, June 2025
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SARA Board Meeting April 8, 2026
Hybrid meeting in person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: John Clement NM2R (2) Board member: Manny Shulman NF2Q
Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (2)
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK (2) Board member: Dean Poeth Il K8TM (Z)
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK

Absent: None
Visitors: None

Meeting opened by President John Clement at 7:04 PM.

Treasurer's Report: Tim Long presented the Treasurer's report previously circulated to the board
members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's Report.
Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the SARA Meeting of March 11, 2026
previously circulated to the board by email and published in the March SARA News. It was moved,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA Meeting of March 11, 2026.

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported on matters related to programs.

Youth Activities: Manny Shulman reported on the coming STEM activity at Shenendehowa. Manny
Shulman reported on letters he sent out to other school districts.

Public Service Events: Tim Long reported on the Burnt Hills Flag Day Parade June 11 in Burnt Hills.
Facility Report: Jim Silva reported on his effort to contact the Alplaus Fire Department.

Report on Repeaters: John Clement reported on a problem with the 440 MHz repeater.

Report on SARA News: Jim Silva reported on sending out the coming SARA News. Jim asked for
more equipment for sale to be in the newsletter.

Field Day: Bob Saltzman reported on acquiring two fire extinguishers for FD use. John Clement will
obtain another one. Tim Long reported on what he plans to do in the near future for FD. Tim Long
reported that the two towers advertised in SARA News have been sold.

Broughton Award: John Clement set up a Zoom meeting of the committee for April 10.

Officers for 2026/2027: The board worked on a slate of officers for the next fiscal year.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: Larry Zuravin, KB2WZT
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

https://k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Vice President

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: Jsilva[dot]ny[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-605-2088

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

Directors

Manny Shulman, NF2Q

Email: manny[at]shulmanusa[dot]com
Phone: 518-322-6195

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: 518-225-6306

Dean Poeth, K8TM
Email: KBTM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

https://k2ae.org

April 2026

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns, W2SFD
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone, N2YCA

Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES

Larry Zuravin, KB2WZT

Email: KB2WZT[at]ARRL[dot]COM
Phone: 518-308-5243

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH

AMATEUR
RADIO
<,

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
____ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL ___ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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