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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 449 

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 

SARA  NEWS 

Message from the president: 

February is here and I'm struggling with a topic for this month’s notes. Could be my 

brain is frozen from the cold. It has me looking forward to warmer weather and spring 

projects. With the idea of looking ahead, now may be a good time to remind people we 

are always looking for members’ input. The club will be considering a slate of candi-

dates for next year soon. If you or someone you know has an interest please reach out 

to a club officer or board member.  

For those who have thoughts of getting back into CW before Field Day next year now is 

the time to start. Anna (KD2YYA) had a nice article in last months newsletter with some 

good ideas. What better way to pass the cold winter days than improving your skills. 

Stay safe and try to keep warm. I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

73, John NM2R 

“Hints and Kinks” brief presentations at SARA meetings: 

Monday’s SARA meeting will start at 7:00 sharp with a brief (5-minute) presentation of 

how WA2JMS solved an antenna problem (see pages 4-5). The scheduled program will 

start at 7:05 sharp. If further discussion on the antenna project is warranted, we can 

continue after the main presentation is finished.  

If you would like to present a project or problem (with or without a solution), please 

contact WA2JMS to get on the schedule for future meetings.    

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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The February SARA meeting will be held at the  

Alplaus Fire Station  
and will also be available via Zoom (link will be sent out (prior to the meeting) 

Topic: Slaying Power Line Interference  
Speakers: Dan Fisher – AI4GK and Gary Bishop – NQ0V 
Date: Monday, February 16, 2026      Time: 7:00—8:30 PM  

Abstract: This presentation will discuss the techniques and procedures for locating power line inter-
ference to amateur radio operations, the equipment needed, and the expected outcomes. Follow-
up actions for resolution, relevant contact information, checklists, and examples from the field will 
be shown. 
 
About our speakers: Dan Fisher, AI4GK, has been an amateur radio operator for 24 years, having 
been initially licensed as KG4SDJ. He earned a General Class license and then an Amateur Extra. Dan 
is Public Information Officer for the Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Society in Melbourne, Florida 
(pcars.org) and Public Information Coordinator and Technical Coordinator for the ARRL Southern 
Florida Section. Dan has a bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies and authored “A New Approach to 
ARES,” published in the July 2022 issue of QST. He has appeared on local television news segments 
explaining various aspects of amateur radio, including hurricane preparedness preparations. 
  
Dan is the committee chair and team leader of the Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Society’s RF Inter-
ference Team. He started his technical career as an engineering technician at Harris Corporation, 
specializing in airborne antennas. He switched careers to become a police officer and retired after 
26 years of full-time service as a Master Police Officer. 
  
His other interests included being a former vice president and webmaster for the Space Coast Writ-
ers Guild in Melbourne, Florida, and current Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus Council 
13243. Dan is an ARRL VE. He authored “A New Approach to ARES,” published in the July 2022 issue 
of QST. 
(continued on next page)   
 

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner 

of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive.  Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.  

Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks.  We 

meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building). 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://pcars.org/
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Date Presenter Call Sign Topic 

September 15, 2025 Dave Sumner K1ZZ 
International Amateur Radio Union 

(IARU): 100 years 

October 20, 2025 William Shanney W6QR Antenna Considerations 

November 17, 2025 Manny Shulman NF2Q 
Remote Station Operation  

and STEM Program 

December 2, 2025 
6:00 PM 

Holiday Dinner 
(Tuesday) 

-  
Dinner at the United Buffet 

Restaurant  

2025-2026 Program Schedule 

January 19, 2026 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Linux for Hams 

February 16, 2026 Dan Fisher AI4GK Slaying Power Line Interference 

March 16, 2026 John Fritze K2QY 
Amateur Radio Satellite  

Communications 

April 20, 2026 Bernie McClenney W3UR 25 Most-Wanted DX Entities 

May 18, 2026 Anthony Luscre K8ZT TBD 

June 15, 2026 
Tim Long &  

James MacMurray 

W2UI,  

N2UZQ 

SARA Elections, Field Day Planning, 

and Broughton Award Presentation  

About our speakers (continued):  Gary Bishop, NQ0V, is retired after 32 years from Rockwell-Collins, 
now Collins Aerospace, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He holds 7 patents and was selected as Engineer of 
the Year twice. He was the recipient of the 2015 IEEE-USA K-12 Educator-Engineer Partnership 
Award. Gary earned a BS degree in electrical engineering from the University of Toledo, and MS in 
Electrical and Computing Engineering from the University of Iowa. He is a Senior Life Member of 
IEEE.   

Gary was first licensed in 1964 as former WN8NVQ, later as WA8NVQ. He now holds an Extra Class 
license. He is a charter member of the Collins Amateur Radio Club in Cedar Rapids, IA; serving con-
tinuously for 43 years. He is also a founding member of the Palm Bay Amateur Radio Club. While at 
Collins, Gary was a support member of the Nauticos/Rockwell Collins team to search for Amelia Ear-
hart. He is a Life Member of the ARRL, retired member of the Society for Information Display, and 
an active member of the Space Coast RFI Team.  

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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An antenna problem???  Yes…but also an opportunity 

The problem: In late December, a polyester antenna rope supporting one end of my dipole antenna 

failed, leaving one end of the antenna (and a short piece of rope) draped over my garage. The re-

mainder of the rope ran from ground level to a notch between a branch and the trunk, about 50 

feet up and terminated in a pulley. I could not dislodge the rope from the tree. Any tension I applied 

to the rope only made the pulley dig further into the tree.  

This is the same tree for which I had earlier constructed a “Wouff Hang” (see article by Roy Lewallen 

W7EL in QST, October 2019), which is an ingenious branch-mounted equivalent of a pulley. Unfortu-

nately, after a little practice with the Wouff Hang on low branches, and after surveying the tortuous 

path that the Wouff Hang would have to traverse to find its way onto the branch over which my 

rope hung, I gave up the effort. 

The opportunity: Around the middle of January, during some spring-like 40-degree weather, I saw a 

tree crew cutting down trees in my neighbor’s yard. I thought…”why not?” After all, it had been at 

least 10 years since my big oak tree had been trimmed. I spoke with the crew boss and asked if he 

could trim my oak and, while he was at it, whether he could he place my Wouff Hang on a nice high 

branch. He said it would be no problem—just a service call at their minimum charge. 

On January 20, at 8:00 sharp, their gigantic bucket truck was parked in my driveway. The outdoor 

thermometer registered about 8°F. By 8:45, the tree was trimmed, and I was able to see the arborist 

position the bucket and place the Wouff Hang on a good branch, lower the (weighted) antenna end 

of the rope to the ground, and then drop the spool of rope in a straight line to the ground. Perfect! 

The team was gone by 9:00 AM. I had a new piece of double-brained polyester rope that went from 

the ground, through the Wouiff Hang, and back down to the ground. 

At first, I thought I would wait for a warmer day to put the antenna back together. But a few sec-

onds later, I thought it would be too risky to let the Wouff Hang just sit on top of a branch with no 

real downward force to keep it in position…what if it moved? So I secured one end of the rope to 

the antenna insulator and hoisted the antenna back into place. I used a 1-gallon jug of water as a 

“temporary” counterweight. Raising the antenna with the Wouff Hang was as smooth as with a real 

pulley. Back on the air! (see pictures on next page) 

73, Jim Silva WA2JMS 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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The “Wouff Hang”, locked and loaded 

The tree, gnarly...in 

desperate need of a 

trim 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA Board Meeting February 11, 2026 
Hybrid meeting in person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)). 
 
Present: 
President: John Clement NM2R (Z)  Board member: Manny Shulman NF2Q (Z) 
Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS  Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (Z) 
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK (Z)  Board member: Dean Poeth II K8TM (Z) 
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI   Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK 
Absent: None 
Visitors: None  
 
Meeting opened by President John Clement at 7:04 PM. 
 
Secretary's Report:  Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the SARA Meeting of January 14, 2026 previously circu-
lated to the board by email and published in the January SARA News.  It was moved, seconded, and carried to ap-
prove the minutes of the SARA Meeting of January 14, 2026. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Tim Long presented the Treasurer's report previously circulated to the board members by 
email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's Report.  
 
Programs: Bob Saltzman reported that he has a speaker for the May meeting, taking us through the end of the year. 
 
Public Service Events:  None.  
 
Broughton Award: John Clement reported on setting up a committee for the 2026 Broughton Award and will set up 
a committee meeting soon. 
 
Officers for 2026/2027: John Clement will chair the committee. Jim Silva and Jim Stewart volunteered to be on the 
committee.  
 
Field Day: The board discussed things that need to be acquired for the 2026 Field Day. 
 
Other Clubs Activities:  Dean Poeth reported on upcoming activities planned by other area clubs. These will be listed 
in SARA News in the future. 
  
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:   
1) John Clement proposed adding a youth item to the agenda for board meetings. Bob Saltzman will amend the 
agenda and send it to John. 
2) Jim Silva proposed that we have 5 or 10 minutes at Monday's meeting for him to make a short presentation on 
solving an antenna problem during the winter. The board agreed. If discussion would run longer the rest of the 
presentation would be moved to the end of the meeting following the speaker.   
3) Dean Poeth brought up swap meets planned in the next few months by other area clubs. They will be listed in the 
newsletter. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:44PM. 
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA Members—Have an item to sell?  Looking for a piece of gear? 

Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact  

information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News.  Photos are welcome. 

SARA Trading Post 
Two AB-577 Towers 

 (New in box)  

$700 each (or best offer) 

Contact Paul Siemers WY2F 

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125 
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350 

Both in good condition.  Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS 

See next-to-last page for SARA members contact information. 

Hamfests in our area: 

March 14: Saratoga County Amateur Radio Association (SCARA)  

50 West High Street (Rt 67 W), Ballston Spa, NY 12020  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1359887689222579/ 

 

March 21:  The Flea at RPI https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/flea-at-rpi-2 

 

April 11: Warren County Swap Meet https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-

county-radio-club-ham-radio-swapfest-1  

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/1359887689222579/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/flea-at-rpi-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-county-radio-club-ham-radio-swapfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-county-radio-club-ham-radio-swapfest-1
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines: 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly. 
 
1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the re-

peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105) 
2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater. 
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations 

should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113) 
4. Commercial or business use is not allowed. 
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for 

other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.) 
6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding 

to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit 
interference with emergency traffic. 

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power 
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity 
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313) 

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the 
Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net. 

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.  

 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE 

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater 

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater 

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB 

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex 

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex 

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB 

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA 

Schenectady County Emergency Net 
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County  
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: Larry Zuravin, KB2WZT 
The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate.  The 
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.   

 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:w2sfd@arrl.net
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers 
 
President 
John Clement Sr., NM2R 
Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-522-4829 

 
Vice President 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: Jsilva[dot]ny[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-605-2088 
 
Secretary 
James Stewart, K2PK 
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-1867 
 
Treasurer 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
Directors 
Manny Shulman, NF2Q 
Email: manny[at]shulmanusa[dot]com 
Phone: 518-322-6195 
 
Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK 
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com  
Phone: 518-370-2222 
 
Mark Anderson, WB2SMK 
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com  
Phone: 518-225-6306 
 

Dean Poeth, K8TM 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 

SARA Standing Committees 
 

SARA Newsletter Editor 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-877-8032 
 
Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor 
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 
 
Elmer and Antenna Party 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
K2AE Repeater Trustee 
George Burns, W2SFD 
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net  
 
Repeater 
Scott Krone, N2YCA 
Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com 
Phone: 518-273-1610 
 
Public Service Events 
Schenectady County ARES 
Larry Zuravin, KB2WZT 
Email: KB2WZT[at]ARRL[dot]COM 
Phone: 518-308-5243 
 
Volunteer Examiner Team 
Vacant - please consider volunteering 
 

RFI/TVI 

Vacant—please consider volunteering 

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:KB2WZT@ARRL.COM
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
Membership Application 

(Please print legibly) 
 

 

 

___ New member (some eligibility requirements apply) 

___ Renewing member 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: $ ______________ 

 

Membership Class: 

___ Full: $20.00 per year dues 

___ New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues 

       (The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member: ________________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues 

 

Call Sign (if licensed): ____________________ License Class: ______________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

Telephone: ____________________________ Cell phone: _________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.) 

 

Member of: ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS ______________another club (specify)  

 
Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address. 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 

Mail this completed form and your check to: 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 
 

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA 
meeting.  

http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

