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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 449 

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 

SARA  NEWS 

Message from the president: 

Hard to believe it's 2026 and January is already about half over by the time you read 

this.  I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays.  By this point most have made their New 

Years resolutions and some have still kept them.  If you are looking for ideas, the club is 

always looking for more help.  We are still looking for someone to act as a "Youth  coor-

dinator" and our newsletter editor has express a willingness to pass the torch to some-

one looking to give it a try.  This club has had a long and interesting history.  It’s up to us 

to pass it along.  As I type, this a question came to mind, "what are we doing here?"  

The question covers a lot of areas, political, social, philosophical... I am more interested 

in the actual.  Do you have a project you would like to share?  How about a video of 

something you are working on?  Maybe others in the club would like to see it.  Send a 

short article and maybe a few pictures or a link to the video to share in the news letter.  

Help us keep this club and its long traditions going for years to come. 

73, John NM2R 

As a follow-up  to NM2R’s message above, Manny Shulman NF2Q has stepped up to 

serve as Youth Coordinator and is currently developing a letter to be sent to local high 

schools to generate interest in amateur radio. John NM2R will serve as a backup con-

tact. Thank you Manny and John!! 

Speaking of youth in amateur radio, check out Anna Poeth’s (K2DYYA) note on page 4! 

Also, it is not too early to think about running for a position on the SARA board.   Con-

tact a current board member for more information.    73, Jim WA2JMS 
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The January SARA meeting will be held at the  

Alplaus Fire Station  
and will also be available via Zoom (link will be sent out (prior to the meeting) 

Topic: Linux for Hams                         Speaker: Mark Anderson WB2SMK 

Date: Monday, January 19, 2026      Time: 7:00—8:30 PM  

Abstract: Mark will be explaining what Linux is and why hams might care, including comparisons to 
Microsoft Windows. He will show some of the amateur radio related software available for Linux 
and how those applications relate to what hams may be familiar with on Windows. Those who have 
used Linux for their ham work are invited to share their experiences!  Mark notes that this is not in-
tended to be an in-depth explanation of how Linux works, although he has used this technology for 
over 40 years! 
About our speaker:  Mark developed an interest in electricity in grade school, experimenting with 
the Three B's - batteries, bulbs and buzzers! As this interest developed, Mark eventually built a clas-
sic all-American 5 tube radio, a combination AM / shortwave unit, when he was in 6th grade. He was 
hooked. After enjoying short wave listening and AM band DXing, Mark's father did some digging and 
discovered that Lafayette Radio and Electronics in Syosset, Long Island, would be holding Novice 
classes at their store. While driving to and from the sessions, Mark and his dad would listen to Jean 
Shepherd, aka K2ORS, on WOR. 
      Mark was awarded WN2BIJ at the ripe old age of 13 in 1970. Once his Novice ran out after 2 
years, he became a general, later upgrading to advanced and ultimately to extra, holding the 
WB2SMK call throughout.  
Mark was a member and officer of W4NC in Winston Salem, NC during the 4 years he lived there. 
After moving back to NY in 1985, became a member of SARA where he has also held officer posi-
tions and is currently on the SARA Board. 
     Mark is a member of the Straight Key Century Club (# 14139S). He has been an active member of 
Parks on the Air (POTA) since 2018. Mark primarily works CW and having obtained his first bug with-
in the last several years has become a convert, even using one while operating POTA. 
   Mark received his Bachelor’s degree and his Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering from Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute.  
(continued on next page) 

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner 

of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive.  Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.  

Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks.  We 

meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building). 
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Date Presenter Call Sign Topic 

September 15, 2025 Dave Sumner K1ZZ 
International Amateur Radio Union 

(IARU): 100 years 

October 20, 2025 William Shanney W6QR Antenna Considerations 

November 17, 2025 Manny Shulman NF2Q 
Remote Station Operation  

and STEM Program 

December 2, 2025 
6:00 PM 

Holiday Dinner 
(Tuesday) 

-  
Dinner at the United Buffet 

Restaurant  

2025-2026 Program Schedule 

January 19, 2026 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Linux for Hams 

February 16, 2026 Dan Fisher AI4GK Slaying Power Line Interference 

March 16, 2026 John Fritze K2QY 
Amateur Radio Satellite  

Communications 

April 20, 2026 Bernie McClenney W3UR 25 Most-Wanted DX Entities 

May 18, 2026 open   

June 15, 2026 
Tim Long &  

James MacMurray 

W2UI,  

N2UZQ 

SARA Elections, Field Day Planning, 

and Broughton Award Presentation  

  (continued from previous page) Mark began his career at RPI as a Project Engineer for the Center 
for Manufacturing Productivity and Technology Transfer. He then moved to Westinghouse Power 
Generation and General Electric for multiple business groups. He has held various positions in sever-
al electrical and computer related fields including: manufacturing, robotics, vision systems, instru-
mentation, software development, factory automation, HMI, engineering, numerical control / CNC, 
machine tools/machining, and business process analysis. 
     Mark is currently a Senior Project Engineer for the Design Lab at Rensselaer and the Course Coor-
dinator for the Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) class. For the Design Lab, he has supervised 
over 200 project teams working with over 1000 seniors for various sponsoring companies and indi-
viduals. 
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How I learned CW FAST! 

By Anna Poeth, KD2YYA 

Over my Christmas break, I learned Morse code! It was really fun, and much easier than I ex-

pected.  

When my dad was a kid, he had to learn CW using a slowed down vinyl record, and it was 

very difficult. I used an app for my phone called CW Studio. It’s free with a few ads and makes 

learning CW much easier! 

With this app you can pick which letters, numbers, and phrases it repeats to you (I started 

with T, M, E, and O), at what character speed (I used 20 WPM) and with a long space be-

tween characters (I used 5 seconds to start). I would just listen and try to identify the charac-

ter before the app gave me the answer.  

I found that this triggered my competitive side, making me want to get a higher score each 

time, and thus increasing my accuracy. I also found that practicing for a long time didn’t work 

for me. Instead, I would practice for only 5 minutes at a time, and then give it an hour break. 

Several sessions spaced throughout the day worked best, with one session right before bed. 

I finished with my dad sending me code using his keyer, so we could practice simulating a  

QSO. I realized that using a keyer was hard for me, so I switched to a straight key. Manually 

forming the dots and dashes made it 

easier for me to remember how to 

send the letters.  

This app worked very well for me, and 

I only needed a few days to learn 

most of the characters. And since it’s 

on my phone, I can use it anytime I 

want to improve my skills. 

If you want to learn Morse code, I 

highly recommend giving CW Studio a 

try. It’s easy and fun! 

Anna Poeth, K2DYYA  
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SARA Board Meeting January 14, 2026 
Hybrid meeting in person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)). 

 
Present: 
President: John Clement NM2R (Z)  Board member: Manny Shulman NF2Q 
Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS  Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (Z) 
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK (Z)   Board member: Dean Poeth II K8TM (Z) 
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI (Z)   Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK 
Absent: None     Visitors: None  
 
Meeting opened by President John Clement at 7:03 PM. 
Secretary's Report:  Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the SARA Meeting of November 12, 
2025 previously circulated to the board by email and published in the November SARA News.  It was 
moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA Meeting of November 12, 2025. 
 
Programs: Bob Saltzman reported that he and Jim Silva are working on a speaker for the May 
meeting. Mark Anderson is set for Monday, January 19, 2026.   

 
Treasurer's Report:  Tim Long presented the Treasurer's report previously circulated to the board 
members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's Report.  
 

Public Service Events:  Bob Saltzman reported that it seems that uniformed personnel were using 
hand held radios at the Schenectady parade. 

 

Facility Report:  Tim Long reported that the Alplaus Fire Department has cashed our check. Jim Silva 
has not heard anything from them. There is a concern about a possible conflict for either the April 
that Jim Silva will check on. 

 

Report on Repeaters: The 147.06 repeater is working well. 
 

SARA News Report: Jim Silva reported on SARA News and discussed when the newsletter should go 
out in relation to the general meeting. 

 
Broughton Award: John Clement reported on setting up a committee for the 2026 Broughton 
Award and will have more information next month. 
 

Officers for 2026/2027: Jim Silva will put a request in SARA News for suggestions of names for posi-
tions for the next fiscal year. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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SARA Members—Have an item to sell?  Looking for a piece of gear? 

Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact  

information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News.  Photos are welcome. 

SARA Trading Post 
Two AB-577 Towers 

 (New in box)  

$700 each (or best offer) 

Contact Paul Siemers WY2F 

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125 
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350 

Both in good condition.  Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS 

See next-to-last page for SARA members contact information. 

SARA Board Meeting minutes (continued from previous page) 
 

Field Day: The board discussed options for participation in Winter Field Day.  
 

Other Clubs:  Nothing to report. 
 

Old Business:  

1) Manny Shulman offered to lead the Youth Committee (mentioned at the last meeting) and to de-
velop a letter to send to schools to try to generate interest in youth participation in amateur radio. 
John Clement agreed to serve as back up contact with SARA. 

2) John Clement reported that he sent out the HOA letters. 

 
New Business:  John Clement started a discussion on public availability of videos of SARA program 
presentations at meetings. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:42 PM. 
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK 

http://k2ae.org
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines: 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly. 
 
1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the re-

peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105) 
2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater. 
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations 

should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113) 
4. Commercial or business use is not allowed. 
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for 

other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.) 
6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding 

to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit 
interference with emergency traffic. 

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power 
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity 
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313) 

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the 
Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net. 

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.  

 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE 

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater 

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater 

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB 

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex 

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex 

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB 

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA 

Schenectady County Emergency Net 
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County  
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate.  The 
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.   

 

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers 
 
President 
John Clement Sr., NM2R 
Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-522-4829 

 
Vice President 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: Jsilva[dot]ny[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-605-2088 
 
Secretary 
James Stewart, K2PK 
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-1867 
 
Treasurer 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
Directors 
Manny Shulman, NF2Q 
Email: manny[at]shulmanusa[dot]com 
Phone: 518-322-6195 
 
Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK 
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com  
Phone: 518-370-2222 
 
Mark Anderson, WB2SMK 
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com  
Phone: 518-225-6306 
 

Dean Poeth, K8TM 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 

SARA Standing Committees 
 

SARA Newsletter Editor 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-877-8032 
 
Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor 
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 
 
Elmer and Antenna Party 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
K2AE Repeater Trustee 
George Burns, W2SFD 
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net  
 
Repeater 
Scott Krone, N2YCA 
Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com 
Phone: 518-273-1610 
 
Public Service Events 
Schenectady County ARES 
James MacMurray, N2UZQ 
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-369-2298 
 
Volunteer Examiner Team 
Vacant - please consider volunteering 
 

RFI/TVI 

Vacant—please consider volunteering 

http://k2ae.org
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
Membership Application 

(Please print legibly) 
 

 

 

___ New member (some eligibility requirements apply) 

___ Renewing member 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: $ ______________ 

 

Membership Class: 

___ Full: $20.00 per year dues 

___ New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues 

       (The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member: ________________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues 

 

Call Sign (if licensed): ____________________ License Class: ______________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

Telephone: ____________________________ Cell phone: _________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.) 

 

Member of: ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS ______________another club (specify)  

 
Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address. 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 

Mail this completed form and your check to: 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 
 

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA 
meeting.  

http://k2ae.org
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