SARA Newsletter October 2025

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the president:

Summer has quickly disappeared again and the leaves are changing. That can mean on-
ly one thing...Make a quick check of the antennas and feed lines for the upcoming win-
ter. It's contest season!! Time to heat the shack with the warm glow of amplifier tubes
and multiple monitors. A quick scan of WA2BNM's website (thanks Ken K2UYK for that
info!) shows a lot of air time opportunities. | will most likely spend a little time on the
New York QSO party and a few other opportunities to get the last dozen or so countries
on 80 to complete my 5 band DXCC. What are you looking forward to?

A new addition to the shack this year is a new puppy. Going through the training makes
me realize how much | forgot about training the last one 13 years ago. What's this got
to do with radio? Well, with the weather we can expect in the northeast you never
know when you may be called on to help in an emergency. When was the last time you
checked into a NET or passed some traffic. Might be a good time to try it again. Hope to
hear you on the air soon.

73, John NM2R

SARA is looking to the future! Our amateur radio service depends on introducing young
people to the wonders of ham radio. We are looking for volunteers for a youth advisory
committee to help identify programs and activities that might attract kids and young
adults into our hobby and our club.

If you are interested, please reach out to our SARA President, John Clement, NM2R at:
jtbsrvbi-at-gmail-dot-com (fixing up the email address, of course!). Our future depends
on bringing new blood into our hobby!
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The October SARA meeting will be held at the
Alplaus Fire Station

and will also be available via Zoom.

Topic: Antenna Considerations
Speaker: Bill Shanney — W6QR

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 (zoom link will be sent out prior to the meeting)
Time: 7:00—8:30 PM

Abstract: Antennas are the most important part of an amateur radio station. In this presentation Bill
will show how he has optimized his antennas for his operating interests and discuss how antenna
needs can change during the solar cycle depending on your goals. A basic understanding of propaga-
tion data can help decision making. A close look at location details can help in antenna choice and
placement. Antennas are a compromise—understanding the limitations helps set reasonable goals
and avoid frustration.

About our speaker: Bill was first licensed in 1961 while a freshman in high school in NJ. His novice
call was WV2RDG. He upgraded to General after about 6 months and became WA2RDG. He loved
CW operating and was active in the local RACES group. Ham radio kindled his interest in becoming
an electronics engineer

Bill graduated from NJ Institute of Technology with a BSEE and worked for 45 years in RF and micro-
wave design, the last 35 of which was for satellites. He was inactive for a time while he was building
his career and raising a family, but in 1988 he started having free time and got on the air again. He
quickly upgraded to Advanced (KJ6GR) and Extra and began DXing and rag chewing.

Bill lives near Los Angeles in Torrance, CA on a small city lot with some antenna restrictions. He has
strived to have HF capability on all bands, 160 through 10 meters. His antenna farm consists of di-
poles hung from a 45’ mast and is a well known landmark among local hams.

(continued on next page)

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner
of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.
Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We
meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).
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(about our speaker, continued) Bill enjoys antenna design and helping new hams get their stations
going. He retired in 2007 and gets on 40 meter CW most mornings. He enjoys taking new antenna
designs out to local parks for testing. He also enjoys 6 meter sporadic E operating and casual DXing.

Bill is a member of the ARRL, FISTS, QCWA, QRPARCI, G-QRP and the W6TRW Radio Club.
He has published articles about CCD antennas and elevated verticals in the ARRL Antenna Compen-

dium and Communications Quarterly. When he was editor of the TRW Club newsletter he published
a series of articles to help new hams get started. He gives two to three talks a year to ham clubs on
various HF related topics, mostly antennas.

2025-2026 Program Schedule

Date Presenter Call Sign Topic
International Amateur Radio Union
September 15, 2025 Dave Sumner K1zZ
(IARU): 100 years
October 20, 2025 William Shanney W6QR Antenna Considerations
R te Station O ti
November 17, 2025 Manny Shulman NF2Q emote Station Lperation
and STEM Program
December 2, 2025 Holiday Dinner ) Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 19, 2026 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Linux for Hams
February 16, 2026 Dan Fisher Al4GK Slaying Power Line Interference
Amateur Radio Satellit
March 16, 2026 John Fritze K2QY mateur Racio sateflite
Communications
April 20, 2026 Bernie McClenney W3UR 25 Most-Wanted DX Entities
May 18, 2026 open
June 15, 2026 Tim Long & W2uUl, SARA Elections, Field Day PIannl'ng,
James MacMurray N2UZQ and Broughton Award Presentation

Gl Field Day 2025 &
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SARA Board Meeting October 8, 2025

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by 2).
President: John Clement NM2R (Z) Board member Mark Anderson WB2SMK

Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS Board member Manny Shulman NF2Q (2)
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (Z)
Board member Dean Poeth K8TM

Meeting opened by President John Clement at 6:59 PM.

Treasurer's Report: Presented by Treasurer Tim Long. Three new member applications were pre-
sented John Fontana NO2N, Steve McMinn WA30WYV, and Anthony Prosper KD2ZCC. It was moved
and seconded and carried to accept these new members and the treasurer’s report as presented.

Program Committee: Bob Saltzman reported that the February 2026 meeting is now covered. Only
the May 2026 meeting is still in need of a speaker.

Public Service Events: The event with the Boy Scouts is on hold.

The Erie canal bicentennial will include a stop in Schenectady on October 14 by the Seneca Chief
replica packet boat, which is travelling from Buffalo to NYC during October to commemorate this
event.

New Business: Regarding the ARRL scholarship for 2025, it was noted that there is a discrepancy
between the amount received and the amount intended.

Jim Silva made a motion to send a check for $150 to the Alplaus Fire Department in apprecia-
tion for the use of the facilities. Dan Poeth seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

Dean Poeth posed the question regarding reaching the next generation of SARA members.
Two ideas to increase visibility of SARA and amateur radio were presented: (1) distribution of T-
shirts with K2AE emblazoned, (2) initiation of a “Youth Committee” to foster new ideas for the fu-
ture of amateur radio (particularly SARA). Plans are to publicize this effort in the newsletter.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM

Submitted by vice-president Jim Silva WA2JMS
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SARA Trading Post
Two AB-577 Towers N,

(New in box)
S700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Want to Buy: Ten-Tec Triton transceiver
in used/repairable condition. Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350
Both in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

Kenwood TS-450S Transceiver, PS-53 Power Supply, and Hand Mic
Antenna Rotor and Vintage Motorola TN6006A speaker
Asking $650.00 Contact: JSchabinger768@gmail.com

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic

EAaIcoM]
1cC-Sivi=2

Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See next-to-last page for SARA members contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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Trading Post...continued

HyGain 2m beam - S50
VB-28FM. 8 element, 12.5 ft long. 3 ft wide elements

HyGain 6m Beam - $60
VB-64DX. 4 element, 11 ft 9 in long, 9.5 ft wide

Contact: John C Fontana, NO2N
518-522-7961
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

https://k2ae.org

saranews@k2ae.org

Page 7


http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:w2sfd@arrl.net

SARA Newsletter
SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Vice President

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: Jsilva[dot]ny[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-605-2088

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

Directors

Manny Shulman, NF2Q

Email: manny[at]shulmanusa[dot]com
Phone: 518-322-6195

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: 518-225-6306

Dean Poeth, K8TM
Email: KBTM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

https://k2ae.org

October 2025

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns, W2SFD
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone, N2YCA

Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray, N2UZQ
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH

AMATEUR
RADIO
<,

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

s
c
H
E
N
E
¢
T
l\
n‘
Y

O —im—=OwnW

____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
____ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL ___ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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