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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 449 

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 

SARA  NEWS 

Message from the president and 2025 Broughton Award Recipient: 
 
A brief introduction for those of you who do not know me. Some of my oldest memories involve 

Amateur Radio. From hearing HAALOOO in the wee hours of the night as my Dad (then K2TTG now 

K2UF) tuned up his Kenwood 520 (that would eventually become my first rig many years later) to 

summer nights in June sleeping in the white elephant while my Dad and other CW op’s participated 

in SARA Field Day.  Back then, CW was a requirement to get a ticket, and an obstacle until I attend-

ed SCCC and met my physics teacher, Tim (W3HHN, sk). This was back before the days of VE exam-

iners. During one of our ‘practice sessions’, there was a guest in the room. He was there just to ob-

serve, Tim said. Then, Tim  sent a short message, read my copy, showed the guest and said, 

“Congratulations!  You just passed your 5 wpm test.  The written test will be next week.”  I was a 

Novice (KA2VBI) for several years before upgrading to Tech.  

On a few occasions, we used my call for the Novice tent at Field Day. I spent many hours in that hot, 

musty old tent, but I doubt I made many Q’s. I have fond memories of Mike (W2ARQ, sk) trying to 

help me add a few to the log.  Mike was also one of my tower-climbing partners. We climbed count-

less Field Day towers together and worked on removing several SK’s towers for the families. Eventu-

ally I upgraded to General while there was still the 13 wpm requirement. I stayed there for many 

years.  

About 8 years ago, I decided to get back into CW.  Putting the microphone in a drawer,  I vowed not 

to touch it until I obtained my DXCC in CW. I quickly found out my novice call was too long.  So after 

35 years, I upgraded again and obtained my current call, NM2R.  It is much better on CW and fan-

tastic for my favorite contest, CQ WPX CW.  

I have been active in Field Day for about 50 years and almost exclusively with the SARA club. I have 

met many great (and some of the most brilliant) people through the years. I am proud to call many 

of them my friends. My first memory of the Broughton Award was when I asked Raleigh Keeter 

(K2RI, sk) what the gold medallion was on his red SARA name badge.  (continued on next page) 
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I remember how excited I was when Tim (W2UI) asked me to get my Mom to show up to the 

meeting when my Dad won the Broughton in 1999. I am sure my Dad felt the same pride many 

years later when Tim contacted him to hatch a scheme to be sure I showed up to this past June’s 

meeting in person and not via Zoom to be awarded mine. Receiving this award is an honor I will al-

ways cherish. When I look back on the list of past Broughton Award recipients, having personally 

known many of my fellow award winners, I’m humbled to be in such company. I look up to all of 

them for what they have done for me, for this club and for amateur radio in general.  

As president of SARA I have a few goals. Below is a list of those goals in no specific order: 

• Increase meeting attendance. It has never been easier to attend. If in-person is too challenging 

there is always Zoom. I’m no expert, but I’m confident that if I can’t help you log on, someone in 

the club surely can.  

• Youth involvement. I have reached out to K2BSA offering to collaborate. I have also been contact-

ed by a local scout troop with an event in October. Do you have any ideas? Are you involved in 

any youth groups that may find a POTA-type demo interesting?  Let me know.  

• Repeater upgrade. Exciting things have been in the works on this for some time and I hope for 

their completion soon. 

• CW activity.  I fully understand the commitment it takes for those who struggle with this part of 

the hobby. Field Day is one of the best on-air activities for slower CW activity. It is far easier to 

find sub 32 wpm ops. And if you call CQ within your comfort level, you will find plenty of takers. 

There are several good practice programs out there.  I have a few ideas that I will get into in the 

next Newsletter after our first board meeting. Stay tuned… Also, I’m looking for your input. 

That's it for now. I hope to hear from you about your ideas. Bring them to the next meeting!! 

73, 

John,  NM2R 
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The September SARA meeting will be held at the  

Alplaus Fire Station  
and will also be available via Zoom. 

Topic: International Amateur Radio Union (IARU): 

           What it is. What it does. Why it's important. . 

Speaker: Dave Sumner, K1ZZ 

Date: Monday, September 15, 2025 (Zoom link will be sent out prior to the meeting) 

Time: 7:00—8:30 PM  

Abstract: Dave will explain how the IARU, as the global federation of national amateur radio organi-

zations, promotes and defends our access to the radio spectrum against ever-increasing commercial 

pressures. 

About our speaker: Dave Sumner was first licensed in 1962 as KN1ZND, becoming K1ZND the fol-

lowing year and K1ZZ in 1976. 

 After serving in several capacities as an ARRL volunteer and temporary staff member, he joined the 

full-time ARRL staff in 1972 and was elected General Manager by the Board of Directors in 1982 at 

the age of 32. He retired as Chief Executive Officer in 2016. Dave traveled to more than 60 countries 

on behalf of ARRL and as Secretary of the International Amateur Radio Union, and has represented 

the IARU at many conferences and meetings of the International Telecommunication Union. 

 Currently he serves as Assistant Secretary of the IARU and as a Director on the Yasme Foundation 

Board. 

 He holds degrees in Political Science from Michigan State University and Master of Business Admin-

istration from the University of Connecticut. Active on most amateur bands from 1.8 MHz to 24 GHz 

with an emphasis on CW DX contests, Dave and his wife Linda, KA1ZD, share a well-equipped station 

in rural Connecticut and divide their time between there and Washington, DC. 

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner 

of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive.  Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.  

Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks.  We 

meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building). 
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Date Presenter Call Sign Topic 

September 15, 2025 Dave Sumner K1ZZ 
International Amateur Radio Union 

(IARU): 100 years 

October 20, 2025 William Shanney W6QR Antenna Considerations 

November 17, 2025 Manny Shulman NF2Q 
Remote Station Operation  

and STEM Program 

December 2, 2025 

6:00 PM 

Holiday Dinner 

(Tuesday) 
-  

Dinner at the United Buffet 

Restaurant  

2025-2026 Program Schedule 

January 19, 2026 open   

February 16, 2026 open   

March 16, 2026 John Fritze K2QY 
Amateur Radio Satellite  

Communications 

April 20, 2026 Bernie McClenney W3UR 25 Most-Wanted DX Entities 

May 18, 2026 open   

June 15, 2026 
Tim Long &  

James MacMurray 

W2UI,  

N2UZQ 

SARA Elections, Field Day Planning, 

and Broughton Award Presentation  
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A thank you note from Anna Poeth KD2YYA, 2025 ARRL scholarship winner: 
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SARA Annual Meeting June 16, 2025 

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom. 

Present: 12 members in attendance including officers and directors present in-person 

       5 members in attendance via Zoom 

2024/2025 SARA Directors: 

*President: Dean Poeth, II K8TM  * Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL 

*Vice President: John Clement NM2R  * Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK  

*Secretary:  Jim Stewart K2PK   * Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F 

* Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI   *Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK 

(* indicates present in-person) 

 Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth at 7:04 PM. 

Treasurer's Report:  Presented by Treasurer Tim Long for the 2024/2025 fiscal year with explana-

tion of details of transactions over the year.  It was moved (John Clement), seconded (Mark Ander-

son), and carried to approve the Treasurer's report. 

Secretary's Report:  It was moved (John Clement), seconded (Skip Evans) and carried to refer the 

minutes of this meeting to the board for approval at its September meeting.   

Election of Officers and Directors: Dean Poeth introduced the annual election of officers and direc-

tors for SARA for the2025/2026 fiscal year. Jim Stewart presented names in nomination for the 

2025/2026 fiscal year officers and board members, on behalf of the nominating committee of the 

board. No nomination petition was submitted to the committee. It was moved (Paul Siemers), se-

conded (James MacMurray), and carried to direct the secretary to cast a single unanimous ballot for 

the following slate for the 2025/2026 fiscal year: 

President:   John Clement NM2R Board member: Manny Shulman NF2Q 

Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS  Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK  

Secretary:   Jim Stewart K2PK  Board member: Dean Poeth II K8TM 

Treasurer:   Tim Long W2UI  Board member: Mark Anderson, WB2SMK  

Broughton Award: Bob Saltzman reported for the Broughton Award Committee (Bob Saltzman, Tim 

Long and Jim Stewart) and presented the 2025 Broughton Award to John Clement NM2R. Bob Saltz-

man read the recognition statement. 

New Business: Bob Saltzman showed a citation from State Senator Jim Tedisco commending the 

Broughton Memorial Field Day Group's operation in Field Day 2024.  

Field Day: Tim Long, James MacMurray N2UZQ, and Glenn Cooper W2BK presented plans for the 

2025 Broughton Memorial Field Day Group operation at the Rexford Fire Department field behind 

the fire house. Bob Saltzman presented the safety guidelines in place for this year. 

New Business: None 

Meeting Adjourned 8:41PM.    Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK 
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SARA Board Meeting September 10, 2025 

Hybrid meeting in person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)). 

Present: 

President: John Clement NM2R (Z)  Board member: Manny Shulman NF2Q L (Z) 

Vice President: Jim Silva WA2JMS  Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (Z) 

Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK   Board member: Dean Poeth II K8TM (Z) 

Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI (Z)   Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK 

Meeting opened by President John Clement at 7:00 PM. 

Secretary's Report:  Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the SARA Annual Meeting of June 16, 

2025 previously circulated to the board by email and published in the September SARA News.  It was 

moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA Annual Meeting of June 16, 2025. 

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported that there are three spots left to fill for 2026. SMARA will be noti-

fied of our programs each month. Tim Long will be the contact to SMARA for this. 

Public Service Events:  John Clement reported on a request from the Boy Scouts for a station to be set 

up at the Schaghticoke Fair grounds for the Scouts' Camporee. The setup will be handled by the Sara-

toga Club but they are looking for additional operators. There is also a request for participation in the 

bicentennial of the opening of the Erie Canal. 

Facility: Jim Silva reported that we are set for the Fire House for the rest of this year. Jim will handle 

arrangements with the fire department for 2026 in a timely manner. 

Repeaters: John Clement reported that he has inquired but he has heard nothing new. Tim Long dis-

cussed possibilities for the future of the repeaters. John will still try to reach out and get more infor-

mation. 

Field Day: John Clement reported that the Rexford Fire Department is pleased with us and plans to let 

us use the site for 2026. Field Day was a good success. 

SARA News: Jim Silva noted that the position of Editor is still open if anybody is interested. 

Broughton Scholarship: Anna Poeth is the recipient of the 2025 scholarship. Tim Long raised a ques-

tion as to the amount we contributed compared to the amount she received. Tim will follow up with 

ARRL. 

Treasurer's Report:  Tim presented the Treasurer's report previously circulated to the board members. 

It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's Report. It was moved, seconded and 

carried to approve the proposed budget for 2025/2026. 

Old Business: None. 

New Business:  None. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:24 PM. 

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK 
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SARA Members—Have an item to sell?  Looking for a piece of gear? 

Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact  

information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News.  Photos are welcome. 

SARA Trading Post 

   ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic.   

   Best offer   

Contact Tim Long W2UI 

Two AB-577 Towers 

 (New in box)  

$700 each (or best offer) 

Contact Paul Siemers WY2F 

Want to Buy: Ten-Tec Triton transceiver 

in used/repairable condition. Contact Dean Poeth K8TM 

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125 
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350 

All in good condition.  Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS 

See next-to-last page for SARA members contact information. 

Kenwood TS-450S Transceiver, PS-53 Power Supply, and Hand Mic 

Antenna Rotor and Vintage Motorola TN6006A speaker  

Asking $650.00      Contact: JSchabinger768@gmail.com 
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines: 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly. 
 
1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the re-

peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105) 
2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater. 
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations 

should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113) 
4. Commercial or business use is not allowed. 
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for 

other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.) 
6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding 

to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit 
interference with emergency traffic. 

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power 
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity 
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313) 

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the 
Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net. 

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.  

 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE 

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater 

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater 

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB 

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex 

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex 

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB 

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA 

Schenectady County Emergency Net 
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County  
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate.  The 
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.   
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers 
 
President 
John Clement Sr., NM2R 
Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-522-4829 

 
Vice President 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: Jsilva[dot]ny[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-605-2088 
 
Secretary 
James Stewart, K2PK 
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-1867 
 
Treasurer 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
Directors 
Manny Shulman, NF2Q 
Email: manny[at]shulmanusa[dot]com 
Phone: 518-322-6195 
 
Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK 
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com  
Phone: 518-370-2222 
 
Mark Anderson, WB2SMK 
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com  
Phone: 518-225-6306 
 

Dean Poeth, K8TM 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 

SARA Standing Committees 
 

SARA Newsletter Editor 
Jim Silva, WA2JMS 
Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com 
Phone: 518-877-8032 
 
Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor 
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA 
Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-377-4041 
 
Elmer and Antenna Party 
Tim Long, W2UI 
Email: tlong1[at]earthlink[dot]net  
Phone: 518-399-7454 
 
K2AE Repeater Trustee 
George Burns, W2SFD 
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net  
 
Repeater 
Scott Krone, N2YCA 
Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com 
Phone: 518-273-1610 
 
Public Service Events 
Schenectady County ARES 
James MacMurray, N2UZQ 
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net 
Phone: 518-369-2298 
 
Volunteer Examiner Team 
Vacant - please consider volunteering 
 

RFI/TVI 

Vacant—please consider volunteering 
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
Membership Application 

(Please print legibly) 
 

 

 

___ New member (some eligibility requirements apply) 

___ Renewing member 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: $ ______________ 

 

Membership Class: 

___ Full: $20.00 per year dues 

___ New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues 

       (The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member: ________________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues 

 

Call Sign (if licensed): ____________________ License Class: ______________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

Telephone: ____________________________ Cell phone: _________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.) 

 

Member of: ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS ______________another club (specify)  

 
Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address. 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 

Mail this completed form and your check to: 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 
 

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA 
meeting.  
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