SARA Newsletter May 2025

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

President’s Message
Field Day 2025: Field Day is only a few weeks away! Get excited!

Field Day is the largest event for hams in America each year. Hundreds of people will gather
in locations that allow them to operate and hopefully promote amateur radio and the many facets
of our hobby.

The Schenectady Amateur Radio Association will once again operate Field Day at the Rexford
fire station. Don’t miss the fun, camaraderie, wonderful food(!!), and a chance to operate during
this great once-a-year event!

Field Day is even more fun when you make a lot of contacts. Being an efficient radio operator
is nothing more than learning a fun skill and a little practice. If you want to see how a ham, who is
no more talented than you or |, can make 2,000 contacts during field day, watch this short video!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77UPoAD4Ij0 or type into the YouTube search bar; “W3LPL
running 20 Meters at W3AO Field Day 2004.”

Morse Runner is a fantastic free tool that can help you prepare for Field Day. You can use it to
simulate operating conditions including QRM and QRN. It’s free to download and you can
(literally) spend hours prac‘ucmg| It’s so much fun, it’s practically addictive!

73, SR R 2‘:, iz
Dean, K8TM il : : %

} F|eId Day 2023 Steadymg a beam on its way up an AB-577 Tower

https://k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 1



http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77UPoAD4lj0

SARA Newsletter May 2025

The May SARA meeting will be held at the
Alplaus Fire Station

and will also be available via Zoom.

Speaker: Matt Lacy, NQ2U — Middleburgh, NY
Topic: Amateur radio’s critical role in supporting the Boston Marathon
Date: Monday, May 19, 2025

Time: 7:00—8:30 PM (The Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: Matt will discuss his participation in the Boston Marathon and the role amateur radio
plays in the safety and security of the race. He has been volunteering for the Marathon for the past
three years and has been stationed on-course to provide one of the mile-by-mile links to the course-
wide Net Control Operations Center (NCOC). Recently, he was invited back to NCOC to assist the
strike team once the event was complete.

Nearly 300 amateur radio operators perform functions at the start and finish lines, as well as
on the course at each hydration station and medical tent and the sweep/sag buses that shuttle run-
ners dropping out of the race back to Boston to be reunited with families. Depending on the day and
weather conditions, both hypothermia and hyperthermia can be serious cases in runners if left un-
checked for too long. Urgent EMS requests are normally handled through the Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Agency (MEMA) public safety channels, but as capacity allows, amateur radio
can take some of the burden, especially when more direct routes are busy.

The framework provided by the amateur radio network proved invaluable during the after-
math of the attack on the 2013 Boston Marathon, where emergency communications was able to be
routed in areas in blackout from traditional radio, phone, or internet service. To prevent potential
remote detonation of additional devices, the entire communications infrastructure was disabled in
the city of Boston, with hams providing primary communications through off-site repeaters not di-
rectly in the "danger zone." The work of radio operators along the length of the course saved many
lives that day.

(Speaker information on next page)

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner
of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.
Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We
meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).
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About Our Speaker: Matt was originally introduced into the hobby as a Scout on a camping trip
to the US Merchant Marine Academy. The demonstration of radio captivated a number of scouts—if
for nothing more than that the demonstrator's canopy provided shade on a hot summer's day. At
the time, there was still a requirement to pass a CW test, and his teenage brain had all it could do to
remember his regular schooling, let alone learn another language. So into the back of his mind it
went, and he went along his way.

Matt later worked for the Scouts in offices in Haverhill MA and Albany, Utica, and Syracuse NY
and in each office interfaced in some way with ham radio. The constant reminders of ham radio
prompted him to get his license in November of 2019. One of the first things that he did was to
reach out to the people who he knew from that Scout Camp display to let them know he was li-
censed. He then reached out to his friends from Massachusetts who kept urging him to volunteer
for the Marathon. His only regret is not having done it sooner.

He now has an extra class license, and is heavily involved with his own county club (the Scho-
harie County Amateur Radio Association) as its treasurer, in emergency communications as an Assis-
tant Emergency Coordinator, an Official Emergency Station, and the Deputy RACES Radio Officer for
Schoharie County. He also serves as the Affiliated Club Coordinator for the Northern New York Sec-
tion of the ARRL.

Matt’s current job is as a Program Coordinator for the Northeastern Regional Information
Center Financial Services team of the Capital Region BOCES, supporting technical needs of school
district business offices throughout New York State. He currently lives in Middleburgh, but with his
job and other hobbies (not to mention amateur radio) he travels all over the northeast.

2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Parks on the Air
December 3, 2024 Holiday Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Tim Duffy K3LR Antenna Building
February 17, 2025 Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA Gray Line DXing
March 17, 2025 William Savacool K2SAV Vanuatu DXpedition Report
April 21, 2025 Robert J Hobday N2EVG Th\go\i/c;co; Qf”::::jc;m
May 19, 2025 Matt Lacy NQ2U Boston Marathon

Page 3



http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

SARA Newsletter May 2025

WHAT IS FIELD DAY?

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada. Dur-
ing the fourth full weekend of June, more than 31,000 radio amateurs gather with their clubs,

groups, or friends to operate from remote locations.

Field Day is an opportunity to learn. We learn from our mistakes and our successes. We
learn what works and what doesn’t. We make improvements to what we did in previous years. We
learn how to erect antennas, run coax, tie knots, how to avoid interference between 7 close proxim-
ity stations and how to network 7 laptops. We learn that the score does not matter. Having fun
matters.

We enjoy excellent food and excellent comradery. We enjoy seeing old friends and making
new ones. We enjoy the encouragement to sit down in front of a radio and to operate. We enjoy
bragging to the media about what we do and what we are capable of doing. We enjoy cleaning the
rust off our CW fingers. We enjoy being able to put up antennas that zoning, homeowner associa-
tions, and XYL’s would never allow in our backyards.

The Schenectady Amateur Radio Association (SARA) and the Schenectady Museum Amateur
Radio Association (SMARA) will, once again, combine forces under the name Broughton Memorial
Field Day Group. We will operate 6 stations under the call of K2AE and operate a Get-On-The-Air
(GOTA) station under the call W2IR. We alternate call signs each year. This year, we have been wel-
comed back to the Rexford Fire Station on Rt 146A in Rexford. The site is ideal with a large pavilion,
tables, bathroom, kitchen, easy parking, and a large field for antennas. We will begin setting up on
Friday June 27th, continue setup on Saturday June 28th, start on-the-air activity at Saturday at 2PM,
operate continuously for 24 hours, and commence teardown on Sunday June 29" at 2PM. We'll be
home resting by 6PM. Many hands will make the work load manageable. You don’t have to commit
for the full duration of the event, but participate to the extent you are able. Put Field Day on your
calendar and SAVE THE DATE.

We welcome the public to come learn
more about ham radio! Bring your neigh-
bors, friends, and relatives. Invite other
groups. We are already on the Field Day
Locator. Search for K2AE/W2IR.

Tim Long, W2UI
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Field Day 2024 j i
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Inspiring the next generation
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SARA Board Meeting May 14, 2025

Hybrid meeting in person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: Dean Poeth Il K8TM Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Vice President: John Clement NM2R (Z) Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (Z)
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F

Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK
Absent: Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI
Visitors: Jim Silva WA2JMS
Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 7:04PM.
Report of Recent Event: Jim Silva reported on a STEM event held on April 25 at Shenendehowa
High School in Clifton Park. Jim and Manny Schulman NF2Q set up a table showing off amateur ra-
dio with an operating station. They were well received with enthusiastic attention by the students.
Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of April 9, 2025
previously circulated to the board by email and published in the April SARA News. It was moved,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of April 9, 2025.
Programs: Bob Saltzman reported on the coming meeting next Monday and discussed the difficulty
of securing speakers. He would like suggestions and references for speaker and program sugges-
tions from SARA members.
Public Service Events: Nothing new to report.
Report on Repeaters: John Clement reported that he has reached out to the repeater trustee twice
and has nothing new to report.
Field Day: John Clement reported on preparations for FD. Everything is under control.
Broughton Award: Bob Saltzman reported for the award committee that the recipient has been
named and the award will be presented at the annual club meeting in June.
Nominations for FY 2025/26 board members and officers: President Poeth appointed Paul Siemers
to be chairman of the nominating committee.
Treasurer's Report: It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's report as previ-
ously circulated to the board members by Tim.
New Business: John Clement reported on a request from deceased member Hal Post AK2E's
daughter for assistance in disposition of his equipment.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:22 PM.
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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Two AB-577 Towers
(New in box)
S$700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

EICO 378 Audio Generator: S50.
TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350
All in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic.
Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See next-to-last page for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

https://k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: 518-225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YJL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-399-5538

https://k2ae.org
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SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns, W2SFD
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone, N2YCA

Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray, N2UZQ
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH
AMATEUR

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

——ODm=-ifOMmEMmION
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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