SARA Newsletter March 2025

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

President’s Message
Cabin Fever

The recent snow, ice, and freezing rain can lead to a bad case of cabin fever. While it may not be
possible to eliminate cabin fever, at least amateur radio can help keep it under control.

Operating our radio stations can give us a welcome escape. Enjoying a conversation on CW, making
a new friend on 20 meter side-band, building or repairing something electronic, is a great way to
not just tolerate but enjoy these shorter days.

Another way to cope is to join friends at The Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA) Lunch-
eon on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 1PM at the Burnt Hills Cafe. The only prerequisite is being
a ham for 25 years. Contact Bill Diman, W2WLD at 518-381-1854, and let him know that you're
coming.

Yet another opportunity is to visit the Warren County Radio Club Swapmeet on April 12 at the Avi-
ation Mall (https://www.w2wcr.org/events/swapmeet).

Keep in mind that soon we will be cutting the grass each week, weeding the garden, painting, and
being overwhelmed by many outdoor chores. Now that | think of it, maybe the shorter days of win-
ter aren’t so bad after all!

73,
Dean, K8TM
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The March SARA meeting will be held at the
Alplaus Fire Station

and will also be available via Zoom.

Speaker: William B. “Savo” Savacool

Topic: Vanuatu DXpedition Report

Date: Monday, March 17, 2025

Time: 7:00—8:30 PM (The Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: Traveling for QSOs requires careful planning and consideration of logistical factors, com-
munication regulations, and local customs to ensure a successful experience. This presentation will
include understanding the area's geography, navigating permission requirements, and being aware
of potential challenges.

About Our Speaker: Savo, who lives in Scotia, has a 20 year background in IT help desk support.
After a 13-year sabbatical from amateur radio, he returned in 2019 and achieved amateur extra
class in 2022. He has 28 total POTA activations and 2 all-time new ones. He is a technical consultant
for the Broughton field day and secretary of Schenectady Museum Amateur Radio Association.

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner
of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.
Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We
meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).
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2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Parks on the Air
December 3, 2024 Holiday Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Tim Duffy K3LR Antenna Building
February 17, 2025 Carl Luetzelschwab KOLA Gray Line DXing
March 17, 2025 William Savacool K2SAV Vanuatu DXpedition Report
April 21, 2025 Robert J Hobday N2EVG Th\goi/c;:; :f”;‘::;jc;m
May 19, 2025 Matt Lacy NQ2U Boston Marathon
ne 16,2025 | ey | N20ZQ | and Broughton Avard resentaton
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WHAT IS PUBLIC SERVICE?

Public service an opportunity to help your community in good times and bad, through community
events, disaster response, and various programs. It’s a chance to serve and give back to the com-
munity, a chance to score some “brownie points” with local officials, because you never know when
you need them. It’s a chance to meet other hams in the area face-to-face. It’s easy! No direct, in-
depth knowledge of the subject matter of the event is required because we’re only passing messag-
es. Our service allows event organizers to concentrate on the event and not be burdened with cell
phones and numbers. Time is usually limited to a few hours so it’s not burdensome or disruptive.

Some events are huge and most are not. For example, the NYC Marathon, the Schenectady Airshow
(in previous years), Tour de Cure, Mohawk Towpath Regatta, Parades, etc. Some events are still be-
ing held but don’t use our services anymore. For years, we monitored water levels and ice for-
mations on the Mohawk River. We usually get a T-shirt, hat, lunch, etc.

The degree of formality changes, but most often it’s just a directed net (Station A asks Net Control
for permission to talk directly to Station B). This procedure eliminates stations from talking over
one another and causing interference. We always use tactical call signs.

You don’t have to be a member of a local club, ARRL, or ARES. Most of the time you just need a 2M
HT and a spare battery. We usually have some HT’s to lend out. Sometimes we will use a local re-
peater and sometimes simplex if the coverage area is small.

THESE ARE WIN-WINS, AND WE ARE APPRECIATED!

For more information, check out the ARRL web page at www.arrl.org. They offer training to en-
hance your experience.

Tim Long W2UI
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SARA Board Meeting March 12, 2025

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: Dean Poeth Il K8TM Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Vice President: John Clement NM2R (2) Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (2)
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI (2) Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK
Visitors:

Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 7:00 PM.

Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of February 12,
2025 previously circulated to the board by email and published in the February SARA News. It was
moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of February 12,
2025.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Long discussed the treasurer's report previously circulated to
board members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's report.

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported for the Program Committee (Jim Silva, Jim Stewart, Skip Evans,
Bob Saltzman, and Dean Poeth Il). Bob thanked the rest of the committee for their work arranging
this year's programs. Bob asked board members to think about possible programs for next year.

Public Service Events: Tim Long reported that volunteers are still needed for the Burnt Hills Flag
Day parade scheduled for Thursday June 12.

Report on Repeaters: John Clement reported on his latest information on improvements to the
repeaters.

Report on SARA News: Bob Saltzman reported for Jim Silva. They plan to start articles on previous
Broughton Award winners starting in April, with the 2025 recipient to be featured in September. It
is planned to also feature Broughton Scholarship winners in future months.

Field Day: Bob Saltzman brought up a possible safety improvement to institute this year. It was
moved, seconded, and carried to allot up to $100 for rebar safety for antenna anchors.

New Business: Discussion on the fiscal year and when dues should be paid for a specific fiscal year's
credit.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:47 PM
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK

Page 5



http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

SARA Newsletter March 2025

Two AB-577 Towers
(New in box)
S$700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

Hallicrafters SX-99 Receiver: $85
EICO 378 Audio Generator: S50.

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125
Akai 4000DX Mk-1l Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: S100
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350
All in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic.
Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See page 9 for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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SARA Trading Post

These items are being offered for sale by Joe Daigle, WB2KBP.

Please contact Joe at 518-372-7848.

Hallicrafters S-38 Receiver

Hallicrafters S-47 Receiver

Hallicrafters S-40A Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-71 Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-101 Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-62A Receiver

Hallicrafters 8R40 (similar to S-40) Receiver
Hallicrafters Super Skyrider Receiver

Hallicrafters Speakers

EF Johnson Matchbox (250 Watt)

Hammerlund HQ-100AC Receiver

Heathkit 80M Single Band Transceiver HW-12A, incl PS
Heathkit 40M Single Band Transceiver HW-22A, incl PS
Heathkit 20M Single Band Transceiver HW-32A, incl PS
Heathkit SWR Meter

Kenwood TS-520SE Transceiver (asking $125)

Collins 755-1 Receiver with Speaker (asking $200)
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: 518-225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YJL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-399-5538

http://k2ae.org

March 2025

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns, W2SFD
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone, N2YCA

Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray, N2UZQ
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH
AMATEUR

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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