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SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the President:

Winter is my favorite time of the year for getting on the radio!

| string Christmas lights around my station. When | was a kid | used an end-fed antenna (which re-
sulted in lots of RF in the shack). The Christmas lights would brighten as | keyed the transmitter.

Propagation on the low bands is generally better during the winter months than in the summer, and
the atmosphere is comparatively quiet with less background noise. No more lightning crashes in the
headphones! The 80 meter and 40 meter bands usually open up during the night and remind me of
my novice days on CW.

Winter Field Day was last month, and it was a blast! My entire family (all four of us) took turns op-
erating for a few hours on Saturday afternoon. The 10 meter and 20 meter bands were open, and
we worked stations in North Dakota, Texas, and Oklahoma, among others. It seems like there were
more young hams than | noticed during summer Field Day. It was cold in the shack, but we had a
great time!

On another topic, the Broughton award committee is seeking nominations for the 2025 Henry
Primm Broughton Memorial Award—please contact any of the committee members (WB2ARK,
W2UlI, and K2PK) with Nnominations prior 10  |—" e = =y ‘
April 1, 2025. . '

73, Dean, K8TM

Anna Poeth, KD2YYA, operating
Winter Field Day 2025
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The February SARA meeting will be held at the
Alplaus Fire Station

and will also be available via Zoom.

Speaker: Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA
Topic: Gray Line DXing
Date: Monday, February 17, 2025

Time: 7:00—8:30 PM (The Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: Carl will discuss gray line propagation and the theory behind it, examples of
gray line propagation, the origin of gray line DXing, and an analysis of theory versus ob-
servations.

About Our Speaker: Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, began short wave listening in the late
1950s. He received his Novice license (WN9AVT) in October 1961, and selected K9LA in
1977. Carl is an electrical engineering graduate of Purdue University and was an RF de-
signh engineer for Motorola and Magnavox/Raytheon until his retirement in 2013. Carl
enjoys propagation research, DXing (he’s at the Top of the Honor Roll), contesting (he
was Editor of the ARRL’s “National Contest Journal {NCJ}” from 2002-2007), playing
with antennas and restoring/using vintage equipment.

Carl has updated the propagation chapters of the “ARRL Handbook” and “ARRL Antenna Book” for at

least 10 years. These two chapters were recently integrated and made into the book “Here to There:
Radio Wave Propagation” by the ARRL in 2023 (with contributions by W2NAF, W3LPL, K8GU and

DF2DR). In 2010, he updated the propagation chapter of “ON4UN's Low-Band DXing
(Fifth Edition)” book. (continued on next page)

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner
of Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building.
Do not park in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We will
meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).
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Speaker, con’t: In 2021, Carl updated CQ's “The New Shortwave Propagation Hand-
book “(1995 version) to “The CQ Shortwave Propagation Handbook - 4th Edi-
tion” (2021).

Over the years Carl has written a propagation column for “Worldradio,” “NCJ (National
Contest Journal)”, “Worldradio On-Line,” and “CQ Plus.” He still writes a quarterly propa-
gation column for the UKSMG (United Kingdom Six Meter Group) newsletter “Six News.”
From January 1997 thru September 2021, he wrote a monthly column about solar and
propagation issues for his website at https://k9la.us/. And he’s contributed individual
articles to “CQ Magazine,” the ARRL publications “QST,” “NCJ,” “QEX,” and “On-the-

Air” and many other publications.

Carl and his wife Vicky AE9YL enjoy traveling, which has included DXpeditions to Syria
(YK9A in February 2001), to Market Reef (OJO/AE9YL and OJO/K9LA in July 2002) and nu-
merous trips to ZF (Vicky is ZF2YL and Carl is ZF2LA).

Carl was the Vice Director of the ARRL Central Division from 2017 thru 2020. He then
moved into the Director position, and served from 2021 thru 2024.

Gray Line DXing: What's in it for me?

This may be the question you are asking. What is it and why might | be interested? The
"gray line," also called the "terminator," is the imaginary line encircling the earth that
divides the sunlit part of the earth from the dark part of the earth at a specific point in
time. As the earth rotates the gray line appears to move from east to west following
the local sunrise and sunset times. Sunrise is the time of increasing ionization in the
ionosphere as night turns to day and sunset is the time of decreasing ionization as day
turns to night. These changes of ionization give rise to interesting short time propaga-
tion changes, especially on the lower HF bands. These changes can be used for commu-
nications rarely possible on bands such as 160, 80 and 40 meters and can be very help-
ful for those chasing DX or are otherwise interested in those bands. Signals can come
from nowhere, rise to a peak signal strength, and fade away in maybe 15 minutes. It is
possible to track sunrise moving across Europe on 160 meters by hearing stations come
and go. Depending on your antenna you might find the peak occurs at a slightly differ-
ent time than the local sunrise with differences between the bands. A little listening
will help calibrate your station to when you should be trying for different parts of the
world. Have fun! Jim Stewart, K2PK
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2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Parks on the Air
December 3, 2024 Holiday Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Tim Duffy K3LR Antenna Building
February 17, 2025 Carl Luetzelschwab KOLA Gray Line DXing
March 17, 2025 William Savacool K2SAV Vanuatu DXpedition Report
April 21, 2025 Robert J Hobday N2EVG Th\goi/c;:; :f”;‘::;jc;m
May 19, 2025 Matt Lacy NQ2U Boston Marathon
ne 16,2025 | ey | N20ZQ | and Broughton Avard resentaton
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SARA Board Meeting February 12, 2025

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: Dean Poeth || K8TM (Z) Board member: Skip Evans W2YIL (2)

Vice President: John Clement NM2R Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (2)
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK
Visitors:

Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 7:00 PM.

Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of January 8, 2025
previously circulated to the board by email and published in the January SARA News. It was moved,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of January 8, 2025.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Long discussed the treasurer's report previously circulated to
board members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's report. It
was moved, seconded, and carried to receive Michael Floirea AD2JD as a new member of SARA.

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported for the Program Committee (Jim Silva, Jim Stewart, Skip Evans,
Bob Saltzman, and Dean Poeth Il) that programs are fully scheduled for the current fiscal year.

Public Service Events: None to report.

Report on Repeaters: John Clement reported on the status of the repeaters as told to him by trus-
tee George Burns W2SFD.

Broughton Award: The Broughton Award Committee for 2025 was constituted as Bob Saltzman
(chairman), Tim Long, and Jim Stewart. A message will be sent out to SARA members in the near
future asking for nominations.

New Business: None
Meeting Adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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Two AB-577 Towers
(New in box)
S$700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

Hallicrafters SX-99 Receiver: $85
EICO 378 Audio Generator: S50.

TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125
Akai 4000DX Mk-1l Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: S100
Dynaco ST-120 Audio Amplifier updated and rebuilt: $350
All in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic.
Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See page 9 for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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SARA Trading Post

These items are being offered for sale by Bob Daigle, WB2KBP.
Please contact Bob at 518-372-7848.

Hallicrafters S-38 Receiver

Hallicrafters S-47 Receiver

Hallicrafters S-40A Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-71 Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-101 Receiver

Hallicrafters SX-62A Receiver

Hallicrafters 8R40 (similar to S-40) Receiver
Hallicrafters Super Skyrider Receiver

Hallicrafters Speakers

EF Johnson Matchbox (250 Watt)

Hammerlund HQ-100AC Receiver

Heathkit 80M Single Band Transceiver HW-12A, incl PS
Heathkit 40M Single Band Transceiver HW-22A, incl PS
Heathkit 20M Single Band Transceiver HW-32A, incl PS
Heathkit SWR Meter

Kenwood TS-520SE Transceiver (asking $125)

Collins 755-1 Receiver with Speaker (asking $200)
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm) K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

http://k2ae.org

saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: K2PK[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: 518-225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YJL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-399-5538

http://k2ae.org

February 2025

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva, WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth, KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: 518-399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns, W2SFD
Email: W2SFD[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone, N2YCA

Email: N2YCA[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray, N2UZQ
Email: N2UZQ[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH
AMATEUR

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

——ODm=-ifOMmEMmION
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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