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SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the president:

Another Hurricane Season

It didn’t seem possible that a downpour could last two days, but it did. When the dam sud-
denly broke, the town flooded and the water in the streets rose at a rate of three feet per hour.
The family was afraid that Fred, their teenage paraplegic son, might drown, so Jimmy, their oldest
teenage son, carried him on his shoulders through the waist-deep flooded streets to higher ground
and safety. The rest of the family evacuated to the second floor of the old house, and watched in
horror as the water rose up the stairway. It stopped three steps from the top before beginning to
recede.

This was hurricane Agnus in June 1972, and the town was Painted Post, New York. The family
was that of James Poeth, my uncle.

My parents had anxiously watched the news of the disaster on our black and white TV, but
the phones were down and there was no way to contact my uncle. We had no way of knowing if he
and his family were alive or dead—that is, until we received a phone call from a local amateur radio
operator. He was calling to pass a radiogram from my uncle to tell my parents that everyone was
alive and safe.

That was my introduction to amateur radio. When people ask me, “What is amateur radio?”
| tell them this story.

Similar stories happened this fall with Hurricane Milton and Helene. Amateur radio opera-
tors worked with emergency services to pass emergency traffic and help alleviate the suffering.
This is what amateur radio is all about.

73, Dean, K8TM
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This meeting will held in-person at the Alplaus Fire House and via Zoom.

Title: Typical Parks on the Air Activations...as if
they exist

Speaker: Mark Anderson, WB2SMK

Date: Monday, November 18, 2024
Time: 7:00—8:30 PM
(Zoom link will be sent separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: Hams often ask questions about the best rig, the best antenna, the best operating meth-
ods, the best way to log, etc. For those interested in joining Parks on the Air, the question be-
comes, "What is a Typical POTA Set up?". We'll explore this and some of the many possibilities dur-
ing the presentation. As time permits, there may be some "bonus" material at the end!

Our Speaker: Mark Anderson developed an interest in electricity in grade school, experimenting
with the Three B's-batteries, bulbs, and buzzers! As this interest developed, Mark eventually built a
classic “All American Five” tube radio, a combination AM/Shortwave unit, when he was in 6th
grade. He was hooked. After enjoying short wave listening and AM band DXing, Mark's father did
some digging and discovered that Lafayette Radio and Electronics in Syosset, Long Island, would be
holding Novice classes at their store. While driving to and from the sessions, Mark and his dad
would listen to Jean Shepherd, aka K20RS, on WOR. Mark was awarded WN2BIJ at the ripe old age
of 13 in 1970. Once his Novice ran out after 2 years, Mark became a general, many years later up-
grading to advanced and ultimately to extra, holding the WB2SMK call throughout. Mark was a
member and officer of WANC in Winston Salem, NC during the 4 years he lived there. After moving
back to NY in 1985, he became a member of SARA where he has also held officer positions. Mark is
a member of the Straight Key Century Club (#14139S) and has been an active member of Parks on
the Air since 2018. Mark primarily works CW, and after he obtained his first bug within the last sev-
eral years he became a convert; he has even used it while operating POTA.

Mark received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering from Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute. He began his career at RPI as a Project Engineer for the Center for Manufacturing
Productivity and Technology Transfer. He then moved to Westinghouse Power Generation and
General Electric, where he worked for multiple business groups. He has held various positions in
several electrical and computer related fields including manufacturing, robotics, vision systems, in-
strumentation, software development, factory automation, HMI, engineering, numerical control/
CNC, machine tools/machining, and business process analysis.  (continued on next page)
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(continued from page 2)

Mark is currently a Senior Project Engineer for the Design Lab at Rensselaer and the Course Coordi-
nator for the Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) class. For the Design Lab, he has supervised
over 200 project teams and has worked with several hundred seniors for various sponsoring compa-
nies and individuals.

Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner of
Alplaus Avenue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building. Do not park
in the restricted area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We meet in the Multipur-
pose Room (entrance is on the North side of this building).

2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Parks on the Air
December 3, 2024 Holiday Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Tim Duffy K3LR Antenna Building
February 17, 2025 Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA Gray Line DXing
March 17, 2025 William Savocool K2SAV Vanatu DXpedition Report
April 21, 2025 Open
May 19, 2025 Matt Lacy NQ2U Boston Maraton
im L 2 Electi ield D [
June 16, 2025 Tim Long & W2uUl, SARA Elections, Field Day PIannling,
James MacMurray N2UzZQ and Broughton Award Presentation
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Abundance of Fun: Field Day 2024

Field Day results are out. Check the December QST for complete listings. The
Broughton Memorial Field Day Group did very well, but the most important part is that
we had fun. The main operation, W2IR, ran 6 stations simultaneously for 24 continuous
hours. The GOTA station, K2AE, operated for most of the 24 hour period and was
always ready to help anyone join the fray. The line in QST explained: We made 1547
contacts total. All stations transmitted with less than 100 watts of power, and therefore
our multiplier was 2. We had a total of 75 participants. Including all of the bonus
activities that we claimed, we earned a total of 6783 points. All of our hard work
earned us 9th place in category 6A. We were also FIRST PLACE in Eastern New
York. Congratulations to all!!! PRI
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SARA Board Meeting November 13, 2024

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: Dean Poeth || KBTM Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Vice President: John Clement NM2R Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK (2)
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK

Visitors: George Burns W2SFD, Jay Freud K2QNU, Susan Freud N2ZDF, Jim Silva WA2JMS
Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 6:59 PM.

Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of October 9 previ-
ously circulated to the board by email and published in the October SARA News. It was moved, se-
conded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of October 9, 2024.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Long discussed the treasurer's report previously circulated to
board members by email. It was moved, seconded, and carried to receive new member Mike
Ladd, KD2KOG, into SARA. It was moved, seconded, and carried to approve the Treasurer's report.

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported for the Program Committee (Jim Silva, Jim Stewart, Skip Evans,
Bob Saltzman, and Dean Poeth Il). At this time speakers have been secured for all meetings for this
fiscal year except April, 2025.

Public Service Events: Nothing to report.

Report on Repeaters: George Burns reported on the status of improving the K2AE 2 meter repeat-
er. A repeater for 220 and upgrades to the 440 repeater are in process. George will continue to
deal with these situations.

SARA News: Jim Silva reported on the November SARA news progress.
SARA Web Site: Bob Saltzman reported on his work on improving the web site.

Field Day: Tim Long reported on the 2024 Field Day: K2AE was 9th in the 6A category and first in
the Eastern New York Section.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:46 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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SARA Trading Post
Two AB-577 Towers S

(New in box)
S700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Sola constant voltage transformer, harmonic neutralized type CVS.
120 or 240 volt, 60 Hz, 750 VA. Weighs about 40 pounds. $75.
Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

Hallicrafters SX-99 Receiver: S85
Realistic DX-200 Receiver: S45
Realistic DX-160 Receiver and Frequency Display: $60
EICO 378 Audio Generator: $75.
TEAC A-2300SX Reel-to-reel Tape Recorder: $125
All in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic. | )
|
Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See page 8 for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

4. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm)’ K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

"This net is temporarily suspended, pending repairs/improvements to the repeater
http://k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org Page 7



http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:w2sfd@arrl.net

SARA Newsletter
SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: k2pk[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: (518) 225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YIL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 399-5538

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva - WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth - KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns - W2SFD
Email: w2sfd[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzq[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 369-2298

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH

AMATEUR
RADIO
(\m777)

P ' o)

K

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

$
C
H
E
N
E
c
T
l\
D
Y

O ——iIme=OWVWLI

____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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