SARA Newsletter October 2024

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the president:

Have you considered introducing a young person to amateur radio? Maybe you have a neighbor,
niece or nephew, or a grandchild who is interested in radios or electronics. If so, invite them to par-
ticipate in this month’s Schenectady Amateur Radio Association (SARA) meeting!

The SARA presentation this month will be on Radio Orienteering and will be given by Bob Frey,
WAGEZV. Radio orienteering combines radio direction finding with the map and compass skills of
orienteering. Participants use portable receivers to find transmitters hidden in a public park. Young-
sters, senior citizens, and every age in between can enjoy getting out in the fresh air and partici-
pating in this exciting sport!

The future of amateur radio depends on us sharing our passion with the next generation. What are
you doing to help keep this hobby alive?

73, Dean K8TM
LN Y

Gavin competing in the Matthew (M50 category) Our speaker, Bob Frey, WAGEZV,

MO0-12 category. M70 category)
Photos courtesy WAGEZV. { o
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The October SARA meeting will be Hybrid:
in-person at Alplaus Fire House and via Zoom.

Title: Radio Orienteering: the On-Foot Foxhunt

Speaker: Bob Frey, WAGEZV

Date: Monday, October 21, 2024
Time: 7:00—8:30 PM
(Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract:

Bob will cover the following topics: The sport of Radio Orienteering (RO) and Amateur Radio Di-
rection Finding (ARDF), courses and events, getting started on the cheap, receivers for 2 and 80
meters, directional antennas, attenuators, “Foxes” for 2 and 80 meters, and miscellaneous
equipment (e.g., maps and compass).

Our Speaker:
Bob Frey, WAGEZV, is from Hamilton, OH, and is a retired chemist, and for 25 years was an IT

network engineer. He was first licensed in 1968, and now holds an extra class license. His inter-
ests include contesting, DX, digital modes, project building, foxhunting, and ARDF.

Bob currently has 349 countries confirmed with DXCC on 8 Bands and three modes.

He has been active for over 50 years as a mobile foxhunter and has been a moderator or speak-
er for the foxhunt forum at the Dayton Hamvention for over 30 years.

Bob has participated in 22 Radio-Orienteering (ARDF) US National Championships and 4 World
Championships including China, the Slovak Republic, Bulgaria and South Korea. He has also co-
chaired three National Championships (2003, 2010, 2017).

He is a five-time US ARDF national champion - three times on 2 meters and twice on 80 meters.
He was also a category M70 (males ages 70 and older, 3 or 4 foxes) gold medalist on 2 and 80
meters in 2023.

In addition, Bob has been an ARRL Volunteer Examiner, DXCC Field Checker, HF Awards Manag-
er, and member of ARRL Radio-Orienteering/ARDF subcommittee.
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Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner of Alplaus Ave-
nue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building. Do not park in the restricted
area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on

the North side of this building).

2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Mark Anderson WB2SMK Parks on the Air
December 3, 2024 Holiday Dinner Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM (Tuesday) Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Open
February 17, 2025 Open
March 17, 2025 Open
April 21, 2025 Open
May 19, 2025 Open
im L 2 Electi ield D i
June 16, 2025 Tim Long & W2uUl, SARA Elections, Field Day PIannl'ng,
James MacMurray N2UzQ and Broughton Award Presentation
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SARA Board Meeting September 11, 2024 Online via Zoom

Present:

President: Dean Poeth Il K8TM Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Vice President: John Clement NM2R Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F

Absent: Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI, Board member: Mark Anderson, WB2SMK

Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 7:32 PM.

Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of May 8, 2024 prepared by Jim Sil-
va WA2JMS and previously circulated to the board by email and published in the May SARA News. It was moved,
seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of May 8, 2024. Jim Stewart summarized
the minutes of the June 17, 2024 SARA annual meeting previously circulated to the board by email and published in
the September SARA News. It was moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA annual
meeting of June 17, 2024.

Treasurer's Report: In the absence of Treasurer Tim Long, Bob Saltzman discussed the treasurer's report previously
circulated to board members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's report.
Programs: Bob Saltzman reported for the Program Committee (Jim Silva, Jim Stewart, Skip Evans, Bob Saltzman,
and Dean Poeth Il). A survey was sent out to the membership and responses received giving their preferences for
the 2024/2025 program year. Programs have been set for the rest of 2024. Five programs still need to be sched-
uled for 2025.

Public Service Events: Nothingto report.

Venue Related Matters: Dean Poeth reported on the reason why the board meeting was only held remotely. Dean
will reach out to Jim Silva and William "Savo" Savacool about arrangements for hosting the Zoom side of future hy-
brid meetings.

Report on Repeaters: Board members discussed the continuing situation regarding the status of the repeaters.
Dean Poeth and John Clement will talk with the trustee George Burns W2SFD about how to proceed to resolve

the problems.

Field Day: Bob Saltzman reported that FD was great and the safety procedures worked very well.

Broughton Award: The 2024 Broughton Award was presented to Bob Saltzman WB2ARK at the June SARA annual
meeting. Jim Silva read the recognition statement. Bob Saltzman has prepared a history of the Broughton Award,
including Henry Broughton and his son, for use in a future SARA News. Bob, as the most recent recipient of the
award, will chair the selection committee for the winner of the 2025 award.

Broughton Scholarship: The September 2024 QST page 91 reports that the 2024 winner of the Henry Broughton,
K2AE, Memorial Scholarship is Declan Steele, KCINPL.

Old Business: Jim Silva previously reported informally that SARA received $175 from equipment sales at the Sara-
toga Hamfest. Bob Saltzman reported that he has revived the issue of the quality of the SARA web site and dis-
cussed what we might do next. It was moved, seconded, and carried to authorize Bob to send the SARA 501C3
form to DreamHost to move this along.

Adjourned at 8:43 PM. Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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SARA Board Meeting October 9, 2024

Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom (indicated by (Z)).

Present:

President: Dean Poeth Il K8TM Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Vice President: John Clement NM2R Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Mark Anderson WB2SMK (Z)

Meeting opened by President Dean Poeth Il at 7:17 PM.

Secretary's Report: Jim Stewart summarized the minutes of the board meeting of September 11
previously circulated to the board by email and published in the September SARA News. It was
moved, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the SARA board meeting of September
11, 2024.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Long discussed the treasurer's report previously circulated to
board members by email. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the Treasurer's report.

Programs: Bob Saltzman reported for the Program Committee (Jim Silva, Jim Stewart, Skip Evans,
Bob Saltzman, and Dean Poeth Il) that they need to schedule a meeting to arrange 2025 programs.

Public Service Events: Nothing to report.

Venue Related Matters: Jim Silva will submit the 2025 requests for meeting dates at Alplaus Fire
Department. Jim Silva will inquire about obtaining a second key fob.

Report on Repeaters: Board members discussed the continuing problem of the updating the con-
troller on the 2-meter repeater.

SARA News: Jim Silva reported on SARA News with discussion about content. Bob Saltzman
brought up the possibility of including something about the Broughtons, Broughton Awards recipi-
ents, Broughton Scholarship recipients, and Silent Keys regularly in SARA News.

Broughton Scholarship: Dean Poeth reported on incorrect information in QST regarding qualifica-
tions to apply for this scholarship.

SARA Web Site: Bob Saltzman reported that the SMARA website is back up. He updated the board
on his progress on updating the SARA site.

Field Day: Tim Long circulated a proposed design for Field Day QSL cards.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:25 PM.
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK

http://k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org Page 5



http://k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

SARA Newsletter

News and Notes

October 2024

Mike Gardina, W2ARQ became a silent key on
July 4, 2024. Mike was a long-time member of
SARA, was the Field Day Chairman for more
years than Tim Long can count, was a Broughton
Award recipient, and an overall EImer to any-
one.

Mike is remembered by John Clement as a men-
tor on contesting and one of the very few with
whom he would climb a tower.

Bill Mischler, KG2AC, became a silent key on
October 7, 2024. Bill was a RPI graduate, was in
charge of the SARA VE program for several years
and was a Broughton Award recipient. Bill's obi-
tuary can be found at https://www.legacy.com/

us/obituaries/timesunion-albany/name/william
-mischler-obituary?id=56528887

Declan Steele KCINPL is the Henry Broughton
K2AE Memorial Scholarship award recipient for
2024. Declan is a technician class ham and lives
in Amherst, NH.

Congratulations, Declan!

Have a news item or a brief technical note for
the SARA News? Send it to WA2JMS and we’ll
do what we can to get it published.

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Trading Post
Two AB-577 Towers S

(New in box)
S700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Sola constant voltage transformer, harmonic neutralized type CVS.
120 or 240 volt, 60 Hz, 750 VA. Weighs about 40 pounds. $75.
Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

Hallicrafters SX-99 Receiver: $85
Realistic DX-200 Receiver: $45
Realistic DX-160 Receiver and Frequency Display: $60
EICO 378 Audio Generator: S75.

All in good condition. Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic. | )
|
Best offer

Contact Tim Long W2UI

See page 9 for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

4. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm)’ K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

"This net is temporarily suspended, pending repairs/improvements to the repeater
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: k2pk[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: (518) 225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YIL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 399-5538

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva - WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth - KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns - W2SFD
Email: w2sfd[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzq[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 369-2298

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH

AMATEUR
RADIO
(\m777)

P ' o)

K

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

$
C
H
E
N
E
c
T
l\
D
Y

O ——iIme=OWVWLI

____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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