SARA Newsletter September 2024

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the president:

| hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer! Many of us were able to participate in the
Broughton Memorial Field Day Group event in June. We had a fantastic time operating radios and
enjoying great food and fellowship! There were quite a few visitors, and the Get on the Air (GOTA)
station was busy the entire weekend!

Amazing! Solar cycle 25 is turning out to be much stronger than predicted. As | write this (late Au-
gust) the sunspot number is an incredible 213! I’ve read a prediction that 6 meter F2 propagation
should be excellent between late October and at least early February. Time to get to work and put
up that 6 meter antenna before the snow flies!

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the SARA meeting this coming Monday evening, September
16. Mike Walker VA3MW will be speaking on the topic of Remote Operations. For more details see
page 2 in this issue of the SARA news.

73, Dean, K8TM

KD2WLO and KD2YYA enjoying operating FT8. K2QNU
operating 20M sideband is in the background.

Field Day 2024: NM2R helping a visitor on 40M CW.
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The September SARA meeting will be Hybrid:
in-person at Alplaus Fire House and via Zoom.

Title: Getting Started in Remote HF Radio

Speaker: Mike Walker, VA3MW

Date: Monday, September 16, 2024
Time: 7:00—8:30 PM
(Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: Remote HF Radio operation has become mainstream. This presentation is perfect for
those planning to set up a remote station or just interested in how easy it is today. Mike will
cover radio choices, power control, and more.

Our Speaker: Mike, a seasoned “technophile”, obtained his amateur radio license in 1974 and has

been fascinated with technology ever since. His journey into the world of technology began with his
first "real" job at IBM, where he worked on a vacuum tube computer. This extraordinary machine, with
a staggering 64,000 tubes, was situated 600 ft underground in NORAD during the height of the Cold
War.

Throughout his career, Mike has explored various facets of amateur radio, including Repeaters,
HF, HF Contesting, and Satellites. Currently, he is engrossed in experimenting with EME digital
modes and 10 GHz microwave technology. He is also an avid General Aviation pilot, combining his
passion for aviation with his love for HF station integration and remote HF operation.

Mike currently serves as a member of the Marketing and Education team at FlexRadio Systems
and represents the company, which is renowned for its cutting-edge technology. With his extensive
knowledge and expertise in FlexRadio technology, he plays a vital role in promoting and educating oth-
ers about the advanced capabilities of FlexRadio products.

For Mike, technology is not just a profession but also a deeply ingrained hobby that continually
fascinates and drives him forward. His commitment to exploring the frontiers of technology remains
unwavering as he continues to push the boundaries of what is possible in the world of amateur radio.
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Note: The meeting location is 309 Alplaus Ave, Alplaus, NY, and the building is at the corner of Alplaus Ave-
nue and Bruce Drive. Please park in the paved lot adjacent to this building. Do not park in the restricted
area in front of the building that houses the fire trucks. We meet in the Multipurpose Room (entrance is on

the North side of this building).

2024-2025 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 16, 2024 Mike Walker VA3IMW Remote Operations
October 21, 2024 Bob Frey WAGEZV Radio Orienteering
November 18, 2024 Open
December 10, 2024 Holidav Dinner _ Dinner at the United Buffet
6:00 PM Y Restaurant
January 20, 2025 Open
February 17, 2025 Open
March 17, 2025 Open
April 21, 2025 Open
May 19, 2025 Open
im L 2 Electi ield D i
June 16, 2025 Tim Long & W2uUl, SARA Elections, Field Day PIannl'ng,
James MacMurray N2UzQ and Broughton Award Presentation
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SARA Annual Meeting June 17, 2024
Hybrid meeting in-person at Alplaus Fire House and online via Zoom.
Present: 16 members in attendance including officers and directors present in-person

5 members in attendance including officers and directors present via Zoom
2023/2024 SARA Directors:

* President: Skip Evans W2YJL *Board member: John Clement NM2R
*Vice President: Dean Poeth, Il K8TM **Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK
*Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F

* Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI *Board member: Jim Silva WA2JMS

(* In attendance at the annual meeting in-person,
** In attendance at the annual meeting via Zoom)

Meeting opened by President Skip Evans at 7:03 PM.

Secretary's Report: It was moved (John Clement NM2R), second (Jay Freud K2QNU) and carried to refer the minutes
of this meeting to the board for approval at its September meeting.

Treasurer's Report: Presented by Treasurer Tim Long for the 2023/2024 fiscal year with explanation of details of
transactions over the year and a proposed budget for 2024/2025. It was moved (Jay Freud K2QNU), seconded (John
Clement NM2R), and carried to approve the proposed budget and the Treasurer's report.

Election of Officers and Directors: Skip Evans presented names in nomination for 2024/2025 fiscal year officers
and board members on behalf of the nominating committee of the board. No nomination petition was submitted to
the committee. It was moved (Jay Freud K2QNU), seconded (Jin Silva WA2JMS) and carried to direct the secretary to
cast a single unanimous ballot for the following slate for the 2024/2025 fiscal year:

President: Dean Poeth, || K8TM Board member: Paul Siemers WY2F
Vice-President: John Clement NM2R Board member: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK Board member: Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI Board member: Skip Evans W2YJL

Broughton Award: The Broughton Award Committee (Skip Evans, Jim Silva, Tim Long and Jim Stewart) presented
the 2024 Broughton Award to Bob Saltzman WB2ARK. Jim Silva read the recognition statement.

Recognition: Jim Stewart on behalf of the board and SARA members thanked Skip Evans for his service as SARA pres-
ident for the past year and Jim Silva for his service as a board member. Jim will continue as the editor of SARA News.
Bob Saltzman thanked Jim Silva for his service arranging programs for SARA meetings. Later in the meeting Bob
thanked Skip for his leadership for the past year.

Field Day: Tim Long and James MacMurray presented plans for the 2024 Broughton Memorial Field Day Group op-
eration at the Rexford Fire Department field behind the fire house. Bob Saltzman presented the safety guidelines in
place for this year.

New Business: None

Meeting Adjourned 8:19 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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Two AB-577 Towers
(New in box)
S$700 each (or best offer)
Contact Paul Siemers WY2F

Sola constant voltage transformer, harmonic neutralized type CVS.
120 or 240 volt, 60 Hz, 750 VA. Weighs about 40 pounds. $75.
Want to Buy: Large cross-needle SWR meter for HF
Contact Dean Poeth K8TM

EICO 378 Audio Generator. Good condition $75.
Contact Jim Silva WA2JMS

ICOM SM-2
Desk Mic. wamcom
Best offer
Contact Tim Long W2UI

See page 7 for contact information.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Looking for a piece of gear?

Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact
information, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are welcome.
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

4. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm)’ K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

"This net is temporarily suspended, pending repairs/improvements to the repeater
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Dean Poeth Il, K8TM

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Vice President

John Clement Sr., NM2R

Email: jtcsrvbi[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: 518-522-4829

Secretary

James Stewart, K2PK
Email: k2pk[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long, W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

Directors

Paul Siemers, WY2F

Email: psiemer2[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 371-0215

Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Email: saltzman[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: 518-370-2222

Mark Anderson, WB2SMK
Email: wodenickel[at]aol[dot]com
Phone: (518) 225-6306

Skip Evans, W2YIL
Email: ShortSkip86[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 399-5538

http://k2ae.org

September 2024

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter Editor

Jim Silva - WA2JMS

Email: jsilva[dot]NY[at]gmail[dot]com
Phone: (518) 877-8032

Assistant SARA Newsletter Editor
Anna Poeth - KD2YYA

Email: K8TM[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: 518-377-4041

Elmer and Antenna Party

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl[at]earthlink[dot]net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns - W2SFD
Email: w2sfd[at]arrl[dot]net

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca[at]nycap[dot]rr[dot]com
Phone: (518) 273-1610

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzq[at]arrl[dot]net
Phone: (518) 369-2298

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128

Volunteer Examiner Team
Vacant - please consider volunteering

RFI/TVI
Vacant—please consider volunteering
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SERVICE THROUGH
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)

$
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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