SARA Newsletter June 2023

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

Message from the President:

Look for big changes in Field Day this year! The most notable change will be the use of three
military AB-577 towers, which enable us to run “six alpha” plus a GOTA station with NO CLIMBING!
You have to see these towers go up—bring your cameras. In addition, there will be a renewed em-
phasis on safety. After weathering the restrictions 2020-2021, we got back into gear last year, and
this year looks very promising for a safe, productive, and enjoyable Field Day weekend.

Next Monday’s General Meeting is the last of our year. We will hold our annual elections and
present the Broughton award. See pages 4-8 for a historical perspective on the Broughton award
and Henry Primm Broughton, K2AE. In addition, Tim Long W2UI and James MacMurray N2UZQ will
walk us through the final preparations for Field Day, which is slated for the weekend of June 23-25.
| hope to see you all there!

73, Jim Silva WA2JMS
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The June SARA meeting will be Hybrid:

in-person at Alplaus Fire House and via Zoom.
Topics: Field Day 2023 and Annual Business Meeting

Speakers: Tim Long W2UI and James MacMurray N2UZQ

Date: Monday, June 19, 2023
Time: 7:00—8:30 PM
(Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Tim Long got his start in amateur radio in 1961 when he passed his Novice exam given by his
scoutmaster WA2FFJ and received call WN2KHQ. That call sign became WB2KHQ, then
WA4DXR, then WB2SPN, and now W2UI. Tim is a VE and has served SARA in various positions
including many years as Secretary, two stints as Vice President, two tours as President, and
countless years as Treasurer (dues cheerfully accepted). Tim holds BSEE and MSCS degrees and
is now retired after a career with Bechtel Marine Propulsion Corp. in West Milton. Besides ham
radio antenna work and Field Day, Tim enjoys golf.

James MacMurray was born in 1972 and grew up in Scotia. James was licensed in 1993 and re-
ceived his Extra while going to college for Data Communications. He is a VE, a past president of
SARA, current treasurer for SMARA, Assistant Emergency Coordinator for Schenectady County
ARES, and Assistant Section Manager for Eastern NY. He has served as a Director for SARA for
the past 6 years and served SMARA as a past President, Vice President, and Treasurer. Currently
James is a full time Employee Retirement Examiner 3 for the State of New York Office of the
State Comptroller. James has interests in VHF/UHF weak signal, HF phone, and HF Digital con-
testing.

The June meeting is also our annual business meeting, including our annual election of Board
Members and Officers. Officers and Board of Directors Nominations for 2023-2024 are:

President: Skip Evans W2YJL
Vice President: Dean Poeth, Il, K8TM
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI

Board member: John Clement, NM2R
Board member:  Paul Siemers, WY2F
Board member: Bob Saltzman, WB2ARK
Board member: Jim Silva WA2JMS
Please plan to attend this meeting.
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2022-2023 Program Schedule

Date Speaker Call Sign Topic
September 19, 2022 Tom Perera WI1TP The History of Telegraph Keys
October 17, 2022 John Miller K6eMM Dxpedition to Baker Island (2018)
November 21, 2022 Skip Evans W2YJL Digital Mobile Radio (DMR)

December 5, 2022

Holiday Dinner

Dinner at the United Buffet

6:00 PM Restaurant
. Modulation: Sound Card Digital Modes
January 16, 2023 Barry Feierman K3EUI on HE SSB
February 20, 2023 Michael Walker VA3IMW Software Defined Radio
March 20, 2023 Bob Olsen WA7WWP RF Safety
Light interaction and
April 17, 2023 Jim Murph -

Prit 24y ' VILrpRYy human health/circadian rhythm
May 15, 2023 Dean Poeth I K8TM Surface Mount Technology
June 19, 2023 Tim Long & W2Ul, SARA Elections, Field Day PIanni'ng,

James MacMurray N2UZQ and Broughton Award Presentation
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The Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Award

The 2023 Broughton award will be presented at the June meeting.

The article below was originally published in the 50th anniversary issue of SARA News (June,
1980), which is available on our website.

THE BROUGHTON AWARD

Henry Primm Broughton (1865-1959) and his
wife moved to Schenectady in 1931 to live with
son Bill, W2IR, after living in Chicago Heights,
Il1linois. Henry had held calls 9SD and W9SD
although from 1893 to 1915 he operated under his
initials (HPB) before licenses were required. He
joined SARA soon after his arrival in Schenectady
and became a life-long enthusiastic supporter of
the Schenectady Amateur Radio Association.

His interest in what later became known as
radio occurred during five days in March 1893,
when, in St. Louis, he was the assistant to the
renowned genius Nikola Tesla, during a public
performance of little-known experiments with
alternating currents. These experiments demonstr-
ated wireless communication using electromagnetic
waves across the auditorium stage, Scientists and
engineers present at the lecture were largely un-
able to realize the significance of what they had
witnessed, Consequently, others including Hertz
and Marconi a few years later received the acclaim
for wireless propagation. This early experiment
deeply impressed young Henry Broughton, a 28-year
old engineering graduate of Cornell University.
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Since he had his operator's license, Henry
had no need to set up his own station in Schen-
ectady and for several years operated the station
of son Bill Broughton, W2IR. However, in 1948 he
applied for a station license and received the
call K2AE. This call later became well known with
the "pajama club", a group of early risers in
Bastern U.S. on 3990 KHz, who for years talked to
each other for an hour or so before breakfast and
their daily chores., Henry was affectionately known
as the '"Mighty Purple Pijama No. 3" among this
group of senior radio amateurs.

He always believed that preparedness and
public service are keystones of amateur radio and
his Ford station wagon was filled with radio gear
powered by storage batteries. When required, he
hauled a trailer-mounted engine-driven a-c gener-
ator to save the batteries. His volunteer services
were deeply appreciated by the War Emergency Radio
Service, Civil Defense and the Amateur Radio
Emergency Corps.

When he became a silent key in 1959, after
66 years of radio operating, he was believed to
be the oldest active radio amateur. During the
last five years, he and son Bill were both members
of the 01d 01d Timers Club (40 years or more) a
record that will be hard to surpass.
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Two events in 1959 have had a monumental
impact on the Schenectady Amateur Radio Assoc=-
iation. The first was the acquisition of K2AE as
the memorial club station of the association
used during field days and public service events,
During the same year the Henry Primm Broughton
Memorial Fund was established and the accrued int-
erest from this fund is used each year to finance
the Broughton Award given to deserving amateur,
The award is granted for outstanding service to
the SARA, amateur radio in general or to the
community.

Henry Primm Broughton, K2AE, in the ham shack
relaxing between contacts in 1952
http://k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org Page 6
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The Mighty Purple Pajama II|
Henry P. Broughton, K2AE

It is here recorded with deepest regret and
sympathy that Henry Broughton, “The Mighty
Purple Pyjama No. I1I” as he was affection-
ately known, passed on to his just reward in
the land of the “Silent Keys” May 26, 1959.
Ijlany was at 94 (less one month) the oldest
living member of the Old Old Timers Club
which organization requires proof of 40 years
of amateur radio participation. Heavily active
as a ham from 1893 to the day of his death,
he has employed the astonishing group of
illustrious call signs 9SD, W9SD, 9JM, 8NIJ,
W20I1V and K2AE. His first “modern™ ham sta-
tion was 9SD in 1913 using Ford Spark Coils.
Some of Henry's original equipment has been
on exhibit at the ARRL museum for many
years.

Besides being the head of that venerable
organization “The Pyjama Club,” known for
populating a segment of the 75 meter band in
the wee hours of the morning, K2AE was
always most active in the Old Old Timers Club.
the Professional Loafers Club. the Schenectady
Amateur Radio Association where he was
clected a lifetime member and most of all
the Schenectady County Emergency Net. Pre-

paredness, and Assistance in Public Service
Emergencies he always considered the most

saranews@k2ae.org

Frank Biloon, K2ECY

626 Clm Terrace
Riverton, N. J.

important aspects of amateur radio. At his
own expense and with considerable concen-
trated cffort he became thc mainstay of the
communications cmergency organization in
Schenectady N. Y. during World War I where
he outfitted his own home as a light-proof,
gas-proof and bomb-proof radio communica-
tions hcadquarters complete with SKVA of
ecmergency power gencrating cquipment. He
used his own station wagon for mobile oper-
ation with the South Schenectady New York
State Police, the Municipal Police and Fire
Departments, the County Police, the FBI mo-
bile radio, the key broadcast station in the
area and the Schenectady County Wartime
Emergency Radio Service.

During World War 1 his patriotic efforts
professionally were directed towards maintain-
ing the only source of electric power to the
Northwestern Indiana arca and providing war-
plants with reconditioned heavy metalworking
machinery which he had collected and worked
on for years as a secondary hobby. Such equip-
ment was virtually non-existent at the sudden
time of need.

Henry Broughton never laid claim to any
major role in spectacular or sensational ama-
teur radio acfivities. His glory lay in the mun-
dane constancy of solid everyday effort with-
out which our country could never have
achieved its significant stature. Perhaps his
greatest moments occurred during five days in
1893 when, in an auditorium in St. Louis,
Mo., he was the sole and personal assistant
to the world renowned genius Nikola Tesla
during the performance of hitherto little known
experiments in the alternating current electrical
art. During these experiments these two mecn
demonstrated wireless communication using
electromagnetic waves across the auditorium
stage. Unfortunately the learned men present
were largely unable to realize the immense
significance of what they had just witnessed.
Consequently others received credit actually
for a repetition of this feat many years later.

Henry Broughton was important to us all
as a pillar of his community and as a stand-
ard bearer of the amateur radio fraternity.
His steady selfless efforts in the realm of pub-
lic service could well serve as a guide to us
all. We shall value the personalized Christmas
cards which he sent out to almost a thousand

of us each year. We shall miss him on the
nets and will think of him often.
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DESPITE HIS ADVANCED YEARS, the death of Henry Primm Broughton, K2AE, on May
26th of this year came as a distinct shock to the amateur fraternity, and to those who
knew him well, his passing brought not only profound sadness but a feeling akin to
disbelief. For Henry Broughton was a remarkable man — so remarkable, in fact, that
with the passage of years the man himself achieved a state of agelessness, and the
long, full life which he so thoroughly lived and enjoyed appeared destined to go
on indefinitely.

Known throughout the world as the “Dean of Amateur Radio,” Henry was one
of the last of radio’s early pioneers. One of his greatest contributions to the art was
made in 1893 when he and the noted scientist, Nikola Tesla, gave the first public
demonstration of wireless in St. Louis. Though not the first to hold an amateur license
in this country, he was among the hobby’s early devotees and during recent years had
the distinction (together with his son, William G. Broughton, W2IR) of being part
of the only father-son team to hold membership in the Old Old Timers Club. At the
time of his death, he was believed to be the oldest active radio amateur in the world.

Whatever he was to the amateur fraternity at large, Henry was something even
more special to SARA. Though some of our younger or newer members may have
known him only as a name, others, longer associated with the club, remember vividly
the spry, white-haired man whose only outright concession to age was a hearing aid.
Ninety-three years old at the time of his death, he regularly attended meetings up to
the age of about eighty-eight, He held one of the only two honorary life memberships
which the club has ever granted.

SARA was privileged during his lifetime to number Henry as one of its own, and
now, through the gracious cooperation of Bill Broughton, is equally privileged to
announce the establishment of a Henry Broughton Memorial which will perpetuate his
name through the years to come. The Memorial will consist of two parts: An invested
fund, the interest from which will be used in such way as the directors of the Associa-
tion deem most fitting (probably in the form of a periodic award for achievement or
for outstanding contributions to amateur radio) ; and a Broughton Memorial Station.
K2AE., to be used on such occasions as field day.

The Broughton Memorial, we are happy to say, is already a reality. A number of
contributions have been made to the fund, and additional gifts, in any amount, will be
welcomed from SARA members or other sources (remittances, until further notice,
should be made payable either to William G. Broughton, 1048 Parkwood Boulevard,
Schenectady, or to the Schenectady Amateur Radio Association, care of Edwin F.
Spieth, Treasurer, 2208 Plum Street, Schenectady). Henry’s call, K2AE, has already
been transferred to SARA under the trusteeship of former President Samuel E. John-
son, Jr., and will be used during our 1960 field day operations. Our old friend is gone

from our midst, but SARA is determined that he will never be forgotten.
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Local Hamfests

Saratoga County Amateur Radio Assoc.
September 9th (Saturday)
Gates open at 7am

Saratoga County Fairgrounds

162 Prospect Street
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
Details at: http://k2dll.org

lic-svi2

For Sale: ICOM SM-2 Desk Mic.

Best offer. Contact W2UI

1cOM INCORPORATED

VOLUME BALANCE 300Hz (11 72 1200Hz

= =
- ON f
a OFF \/

M Fj BYPASS INPUTA/B SPEAKER PHONES

o . ®

Vintage CRTs for sale: 3FP7 $25 each (2 available)
MFJ-616 Speech Intelligibility Enhancer: AlImost New S100
Contact WA2JMS. All proceeds go to SARA.

SARA Members—Have an item to sell? Have a need for a piece of gear?
Contact Jim WA2JMS with a description, asking price, and contact infor-
mation, and we’ll publish it in SARA News. Photos are also welcome.
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

4. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 (70 cm)’ K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

"This net is temporarily suspended, pending repairs/improvements to the repeater
http://k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org Page 10
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

Paul Siemers - WY2F

Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 371-0215

Vice President

Jim Silva - WA2JMS (new call)
Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 877-8032

Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK
Email: k2pk@arrl.net
Phone: (518) 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl @earthlink.net
Phone: (518) 399-7454

Directors

Skip Evans - W2YJL
Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com

Phone: (518) 399-5538

JR Hotaling - N2PEQ
Email: n2peq2002 @gmail.com
Phone: (518) 526-5131

Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK
Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 370-2222

Terry Saunders - N1KIN
(Please see www.grz.com for

contact information.)

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Standing Committees
SARA Newsletter

Jim Silva - WA2JMS
Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com

Phone: (518) 877-8032

Elmer and Antenna Party
Tim Long - W2UI
Email: tlongl @earthlink.net

Phone: (518) 399-7454

K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns - W2SFD
Email: w2sfd@arrl.net

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 273-1610

RFI/TVI

Vacant—please consider volunteering for this

position
Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES

James MacMurray - N2UZQ

Email: n2uzg@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team

Vacant - please consider volunteering for this

position
FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any in-person SARA
meeting.
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