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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 449 

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 

SARA  NEWS 

A Message from the President: 
 
Hello Members and Guests 

I hope that this Fall season is finding you and your family well.  It is still not to late to work on the 

shack.  I know that we had a storm that did a lot of damage to lots of equipment.  We need every-

thing to be working at its best so that on those cold nights you can warm up the shack with all of 

the long winded contacts you are going to make.  I had fun in the NY QSO party.  If you worked 

K2AE I would like to thank you.  The club call sign had 320 QSOs.  Stay warm and have fun with ham 

radio. 

73 de N2PEQ,  

JR Hotaling  

http://k2ae.org
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The November SARA General meeting will be 
held via Zoom 

 
 

Topic:  The DX Engineering Story...and a Few Words about Contesting  
Speaker: Tim Duffy, K3LR 
 
Date: Monday, November 2 
Time: 6:30—7:00 on air (147.06 Repeater)...Check-ins, announcements 
           7:00—8:30 PM (via Zoom)………………..Speaker Presentation 
                (Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting) 
 
 

Abstract: Tim will describe his world-famous contest station and antenna 
farm.  He will discuss his equipment and antennas, as well as what it takes to 
keep a station like his running.  
 
About our speaker: Tim has been an active amateur radio operator for 47 years, 
and has hosted 132 different operators from around the world as part of the K3LR 
Multi-Multi DX radio sport contest efforts since 1992.  He was the ARRL Atlantic 
Division Technical Achievement award winner in 1998.  Tim has been the modera-
tor of the Hamvention Antenna forum for 34 years, and serves as chairman of 
Contest University (13 years), the Dayton Contest Dinner (27 years), chairman of 
the Top Band Dinner – as well as coordinator of the Contest Super Suite (34 years) 
in Dayton during the yearly Hamvention.  He is founder and moderator of the 
popular RFI Reflector (RFI@contesting.com) since 1999.  Tim serves on the board 
of directors of the World Wide Radio Operators Foundation (WWROF) as Chair-
man and is President Emeritus of the Radio Club of America (RCA).  Tim is Presi-
dent of the Mercer County Amateur Radio Club (W3LIF).  Tim was elected to the 
CQ Contest Hall of Fame in 2006.  He was honored with the prestigious Barry 
Goldwater Amateur Radio service award by the RCA in 2010.  K3LR was honored 
as Hamvention Amateur of the Year in 2015 by the Dayton Amateur Radio Associ-
ation. Tim is the Chief Executive Officer at DX Engineering, and is a graduate of 
the Pennsylvania State University. 

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Virtual Board Meeting October 14, 2020 
 
Note:  This meeting was held electronically via Zoom 
due to the normal venue being closed by the government 
due to the corona virus pandemic. 
 
Present: 
J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ   President   
Skip Evans W2YJL   Board Member 
Jim Silva KC2ZVK,  Vice President   
Bob Saltzman WB2ARK  Board Member 
Jim Stewart K2PK   Secretary   
James MacMurray N2UZQ  Board member  
Terry Saunders N1KIN  Board Member 
 

Meeting opened by President J. R. Hotaling at 7:10 PM. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board accepted the minutes of 

the board meeting of September 9, 2020 as published in 

SARA News. 

 

Treasurer's Report:    Treasurer Tim Long was unavaila-

ble. 

 

Video Projector:  Bob Saltzman discussed the status of 

the projector purchase.  He has a short list of projectors 

we could possibly purchase when the time comes that 

we can start meeting together in person again.  He will 

bring a recommendation to the board for motion and 

vote when appropriate. 

 

Repeater:   J. R. Hotaling reported that "the repeaters 

are playing well."  The problem with a certain individual 

has gone away. 

 

Estate Sale:  Skip Evans and Jim Silva reported that 4 

people came to the sale on October 10.  A number of 

items were sold at the sale and additional items have 

been sold since.  The sale will be held again this coming 

Saturday, October 17.   Jim Silva will send out a general 

email announcement this evening.  He reported the 

spreadsheet of items for sale has been updated. 

 

Future Meetings:  Jim Silva reported on future 

meetings:  Tim Duffy K3LR from DX Engineering at the 

November meeting; December and January open; James 

MacMurray considering a beginner's talk on digital 

modes for December; Chris Hunter from the museum 

scheduled for February.  Bob Saltzman has a contact at 

the Fairlawn NJ club that he can put in contact with Jim 

for identifying possible future speakers.  Attendance at 

Zoom meetings has not been significantly different from 

in-person meetings.  The board discussed sources to 

identify possible speakers. 

 

Trailer:  The board discussed using previous contribu-

tions to the trailer fund to pay for outfitting the trailer for 

use. 

 

Public Service:  James MacMurray reported on still look-

ing for a few more volunteers for Pumpkin Patrol on Oc-

tober 30 and 31.  The Schenectady Holiday Parade has 

been cancelled for this year.   

 

90th Anniversary:  On hold until the situation regarding 

in-person meetings is clearer.   

 

Standing Request for SARA News Editor:  The board is 

still looking for a volunteer to take over this position. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:29 PM. 

Submitted by Jim Stewart K2PK, Secretary 
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines: 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly. 
 
1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the re-

peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105) 
2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater. 
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations 

should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113) 
4. Commercial or business use is not allowed. 
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for 

other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.) 
6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding 

to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit 
interference with emergency traffic. 

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power 
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity 
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313) 

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the 
Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net. 

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.  

 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE 

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater 

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater 

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB 

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex 

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex 

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB 

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA 

Schenectady County Emergency Net 
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County  
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate.  The 
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.   

http://k2ae.org
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers 
 

President 

J.R. Hotaling - N2PEQ 

Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com  

Phone: (518) 526-5131 

Vice President 

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com  

Phone: (518) 877-8032 

Secretary 

James Stewart - K2PK 

Email: k2pk@arrl.net  

Phone: (518) 399-1867 

Treasurer 

Tim Long - W2UI 

Email: tlong1@earthlink.net  

Phone: (518) 399-7454 

Director 

Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK 

Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com  

Phone: (518) 370-2222 

Director 

James MacMurray - N2UZQ 

Email: n2uzq@arrl.net  

Phone: (518) 369-2298 

Director 

Skip Evans - W2YJL  

Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com  

Phone: (518) 399-5538 

Director 

Terry Saunders - N1KIN 

Email: terry.saunders@twc.com   

Phone: (207)-432-2509  

SARA Standing Committees 
 

SARA Newsletter 

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 

Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com 

Phone: (518) 877-8032 

Elmer and Antenna Party 

Tim Long - W2UI 

Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 

Phone: (518) 399-7454 

K2AE Repeater Trustee 

George Burns - W2SFD 

Email: w2sfd@arrl.net  

Repeater 

Scott Krone - N2YCA 

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com  

Phone: (518) 273-1610 

RFI/TVI 

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF 

Email: w2jvf@juno.com  

Phone: (518) 372-6139 

Public Service Events 

Schenectady County ARES 

James MacMurray - N2UZQ 

Email: n2uzq@arrl.net  

Phone: (518) 369-2298 

Volunteer Examiner Team 

Vacant - please consider volunteering for this position 

FCC Exam Registration 

Phone: (518) 604-4128  
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
Membership Application 

(Please print legibly) 
 

 

 

___ New member (some eligibility requirements apply) 

___ Renewing member 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: $ ______________ 

 

Membership Class: 

___ Full: $20.00 per year dues 

___ New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues 

       (The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member: ________________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues 

 

Call Sign (if licensed): ____________________ License Class: ______________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

Telephone: ____________________________ Cell phone: _________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.) 

 

Member of: ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS ______________another club (specify)  

 
Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address. 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 

Mail this completed form and your check to: 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449 
 

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any SARA meeting.  

http://k2ae.org
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