SARA Newsletter October 2020

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

A Message from the President:

Hello Members and guests.
| hope that you are enjoying some of the cool evenings that we are having.

| have been spending time listening to the international space station repeater. Let’s start with the
easy stuff. Things that you will need in order to listen. First, you’ll need a radio that will be able to
hear 437.800. A good antenna will be a big help. | use the website www.n2yo.com. The website
will show you when the ISS will be overhead. When starting to listen, you should go up to 437.810,
which will enable you to hear for a longer time. If you want to transmit, you need to use 145.990
with a tone of 67 Hz. Make sure to put in the tone. They would like you to use low power. Higher
power kills the batteries on the ISS more rapidly. Some times | just leave the radio on and | am hap-
py to hear the sounds of the repeater when | am not expecting to hear it. | hope that you get a
chance to hear and work the ISS.

Stay safe and healthy.

Please remember who supports our hobby when you vote.
73 DE N2peq
JR Hotaling
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The October SARA General meeting will be
held via Zoom

Topic: Introduction to and Tutorial on the NanoVNA
Speaker: Alan Wolke, W2AEW

Date: Monday, October 5
Time: 6:30—7:00 on air (147.06 Repeater)...Check-ins, announcements
7:00—8:30 PM (via Zoom).........ccuuuu..... Speaker Presentation

(Zoom link will be sent out separately prior to the meeting)

Abstract: The presentation begins with a general introduction to what a Vector Network An-
alyzer is and what it is used for. This is followed by an introduction to the NanoVNA — focus-
ing on its features, operation, calibration,applications and some of its limitations.

About our speaker: Alan Wolke (W2AEW) has been a ham since about 1980, and is a life-
time member of the ARRL. He currently serves as the Technical Coordinator of the Northern
NJ Section of the Hudson Division of the ARRL Field Organization. Favorite ham radio activi-
ties are ragchewing on the HF bands, mainly CW/SSB. He maintains a popular YouTube chan-
nel (http://www.youtube.com/w2aew) that features over 300 videos on basic electronics,
ham radio, test & measurement, troubleshooting & repair, and other related topics. The
channel has over 130,000 subscribers and nearly 17 million views. Professionally, Alan is em-
ployed by Tektronix as a Senior Field Applications Engineer, focusing on RF applications.

The Member Spotlight in the May, 2020 edition of QST Magazine featured Alan Wolke. Check
page 13 of that issue for a more extensive look at how Alan developed his YouTube channel.
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SARA Virtual Board Meeting September 9, 2020

Note: This meeting was held electronically via Zoom
due to the normal venue being closed by the government
due to the corona virus pandemic.

Present:

J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ
Skip Evans W2YIJL

Jim Silva KC2ZVK,

Bob Saltzman WB2ARK

President

Board Member
Vice President
Board Member

Jim Stewart K2PK Secretary
James MacMurray N2UZQ  Board member
Tim Long W2UI Treasurer

Terry Saunders N1KIN Board Member
Meeting opened by President J. R. Hotaling at 8:01 PM.
September Meeting: The September meeting will be on

the 147.06 repeater at 6:30 for SARA discussion followed
by the speaker, Hudson Division Director Ria Jairam N2RJ
at 7:00 via Zoom. James MacMurray will run the 6:30
net.

Secretary’s Report: The Board accepted the minutes of
the board meeting of June 10, 2020 as published in SARA
News.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Tim Long reported that
sales of equipment donated to SARA from the Paul Jezi-
erski estate to date total approximately $2,700.
Repeater: Reports are the repeaters are working well.
Discussion ensued on solving a problem with behavior on
the repeater. Terry Saunders volunteered to sit in on dis-
cussions with the Repeater Committee on resolving tech-
nical issues with the operation of the repeaters.

VE Sessions: Past practice has been to grant a free one-
year membership in SARA to anyone receiving a first time
license as a result of a SARA VE Session. Board members
discussed also offering a free one-year membership to
someone receiving a first time license as a result of a
SMARA VE Session. This idea will be referred to SMARA
for their consideration of both clubs offering a free mem-
bership to these new amateurs.

Future Meetings: Jim Silva reported on future
meetings: October Alan Wolke - W2AEW, Senior Field
Application Engineer, Tektronix. He is working on a
speaker for November and looking for possibilities for
subsequent meetings. It was agreed to not hold the an-
nual buffet dinner meeting in December.

Video Projector: Bob Saltzman discussed purchase of a
new video projector for SARA. With the improved finan-
cial position from the legacy gift he is giving up on getting
a free used projector, especially since the group he was
talking to is not operating due to the pandemic. He also
is discontinuing looking at grants because of lack of re-
sponse. Bob plans to continue working on his list of pos-
sible projectors to purchase. Discussion ensued about
when SARA might resume in-person meetings and how
many people might attend as this affects the need for
and timing of a projector purchase.

Trailer: The board has wanted to replace the Field Day
trailer for several years because of the deteriorated con-
dition of the present one and has looked for a source of
money for the purchase. Tim Long reported that an
anonymous donor offered to pay the cost of a new trailer
for SARA (See note below). Tim and Paul Siemers made a
visit to Bennett Trailers to see what they have and how
much trailers cost. The donor wrote a check to Bennett
Trailer for the amount of the selected trailer ($3,621).
This money was paid directly and never went through the
SARA account. Required insurance on the trailer was
purchased by Tim for the first six months in the amount
of $15. The title will be in SARA's name. Tim has an ap-
pointment with Motor Vehicles to get the trailer li-
censed. The board agreed to give the old trailer to Ray
for his use for storage. It is planned to store the new
trailer at the farm where the old one has been kept.

90th Anniversary: On hold until the situation regarding
in-person meetings is clearer.
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SARA Board Minutes, Con’t. board members know the identity of the donor and Tim
stated that he would respect the wishes of the donor to
Standing Request for SARA News Editor: The board is remain anonymous. For this reason the donor's identity
still looking for a volunteer to take over this position. was not revealed to the other board members or officers
Meeting Adjourned at 10:03 PM. at this time. Tim further said that the donor is free to
Note: A question was raised by the President about the reveal himself to whomever he pleases.
identity of the donor. Tim Long reported that only two
Submitted by Jim Stewart K2PK, Secretary

For Sale:

1. ICOM 706 MKkIIG, recently gone over by Dave Bradshaw

2. Alinco 20A, 12 VDC Power Supply

3. NYE Viking 3000 watt Antenna Tuner, this thing is a beast

4. Dentron Clipperton-L Linear Amplifier, custom-tuned input circuit designed by W2UI (well docu-
mented)

5. Cobra 40 channel CB Base

Contact Jim, K2TJB, at 869-5720, if interested. Contact Tim, W2UI, for details of the Clipperton-L.

Quick note: The old 19” repeater cabinet is still up for grabs—contact JR N2PEQ for details.

For Sale:

All this stuff I'd like to sell for $100. | haven't
used them for many years. As far as | know,

it was all working. | will try to charge the walkie-
talkie batteries so we can see how the walkies
work. | would prefer to sell it all together. It was
nice gear once.

Mirage B108 2meter amp 10w in - 80w out.
ICOM IC-2AT 2m walkie-talkie

ICOM IC-02AT 2m walkie-talkie

ICOM BC-30 battery charger

2 rubber-duckie antennas

1 speaker mike

ICOM Headset HS-10 (w/mike)

ICOM IC DM1 12V base w/cig lighter plug Paul S. Zonderman, W2PZ cell: 518-428-0800
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines:

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the re-
peater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations
should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and 97.113)

4. Commercial or business use is not allowed.

5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for
other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in the wintertime.)

6. If someone calls “break”, operators should yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible, and to use the minimum power
necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 watts or more is not appropriate in close proximity
to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, extreme weather conditions, or other emer-
gencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County
Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ
The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES or RACES membership is not required to participate. The
purpose of the nets is for training, passing any traffic that you might have, and any announce-
ments of general interest.

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444,200 K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA
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SARA Board of Directors/Officers

President

J.R. Hotaling - N2PEQ

Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 526-5131

Vice President

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 877-8032
Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK

Email: k2pk@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 399-1867
Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl @earthlink.net
Phone: (518) 399-7454
Director

Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK
Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 370-2222
Director

James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzg@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 369-2298
Director

Skip Evans - W2YJL

Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 399-5538
Director

Terry Saunders - N1KIN

Email: terry.saunders@twc.com
Phone: (207)-432-2509

http://k2ae.org

October 2020

SARA Standing Committees

SARA Newsletter

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 877-8032
Elmer and Antenna Party
Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl @earthlink.net
Phone: (518) 399-7454
K2AE Repeater Trustee
George Burns - W2SFD
Email: w2sfd@arrl.net

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 273-1610
RFI/TVI

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF

Email: w2jvf@juno.com
Phone: (518) 372-6139
Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzg@arrl.net
Phone: (518) 369-2298

Volunteer Examiner Team

Vacant - please consider volunteering for this position

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128

saranews@k?2ae.org
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Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
Membership Application

(Please print legibly)
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____New member (some eligibility requirements apply)
____Renewing member
____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount: $

Membership Class:
____Full: $20.00 per year dues
____New member initiation: $5.00 one-time fee in addition to full dues

(The initiation fee is applied to the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)
____Spousal: $5.00 per year dues. Name or call sign of full member:
____Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college): $5.00 per year dues

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Cell phone:

Email Address:
(The SARA Newsletter will be distributed via email, unless otherwise specifically requested.)

Memberof:  ARRL __ ARES __ RACES NTS another club (specify)

Please use a separate form for each SARA membership application at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail this completed form and your check to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

PO Box 449

Schenectady, NY 12301-0449

You may also submit this form and your membership dues to the treasurer at any SARA meeting.
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