SARA Newsletter October 2019

SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President

Hello members and soon to be members,
| hope that Fall is treating you well.

| heard a lot of feedback about the September meeting. | look forward to the October meeting. Meetings are
open to the public. Please bring anyone that you think would be interested in our hobby.

The New York QSO party is October 19", Please get on the bands and make contacts with other counties.
Here is a link to the contest details:

https://www.contestcalendar.com > contestdetails

The Scouting Jamboree-on-the-Air is scheduled for the same weekend. Scouts get a chance to talk with other
hams. Ask them questions and try to make a good memory in the prospective new ham. Here is a link to the
Jamboree-on-the-Air:

https://www.scouting.org/jota/
73 de N2PEQ

https://clipartfest.com

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 1 of 11



http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://www.scouting.org/jota/

SARA Newsletter October 2019

SARA General Meeting
Monday, October 7, 2019, 7:00 PM

“Introduction to Parks on the Air”
Speaker: Mark Anderson WB2SMK, Senior Project Engineer for the Design Lab at Rensselaer

Abstract: Parks on the Air - what is this? | remember something called National Parks on the
Air - is this the same thing? Who does this? What do you need to participate? Is it hard to
do? How do | get started? What special gear is needed? Can anyone get involved? What
does it cost? Mark will answer these questions and more.

Mark Anderson developed an interest in electricity in grade school, experimenting with the
Three B's - batteries, bulbs and buzzers! As this interest developed, Mark eventually built a
classic All American 5 tube radio, a combination AM/Shortwave unit, when he was in 6th
grade. He was hooked. Mark's father did some digging and discovered that Lafayette Radio
and Electronics in Syosset, Long Island, would be holding Novice classes at their store.
While driving to and from the sessions, Mark and his dad would listen to Jean Shepherd, aka
W20RS, on WOR. Mark was awarded WN2BIJ at the ripe old age of 13 in 1970. Once his
Novice ran out after 2 years, Mark became a general, then many years later upgraded to
advanced and ultimately upgraded to extra, holding the WB2SMK call throughout. Mark is a
member of the Straight Key Century Club (# 14139T) and is a member of Parks on the Air.
Mark was a member and officer of WANC in Winston Salem, NC during the 4 years he lived
there and after moving back to NY in 1985, became a member of SARA where he has also
held officer positions.

Mark received his BS and MS degrees in Electrical Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute. He began his career at RPI as a Project Engineer for the Center for Manufacturing
Productivity and Technology Transfer. He then moved to Westinghouse Power Generation
and General Electric, working for multiple business groups. He has held various positions in
several electrical and computer related fields including: manufacturing, robotics, vision
systems, instrumentation, software development, factory automation, HMI, engineering,
numerical control/CNC, machine tools/ machining, and business process analysis.

Mark is currently a Senior Project Engineer for the Design Lab at Rensselaer and the Course
Coordinator for the Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) class. For the Design Lab, he
has supervised over 100 project teams working with several hundred students for various
sponsoring companies and individuals. In his role as IED Course Coordinator, Mark leads a
team of 15-20 instructors who teach a dozen course sections serving over 300 students
each semester.
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General Meeting Program Schedule

SARA General Meeting Schedule
7 PM at First United Methodist Church, Schenectady (Fellowship Hall) except where noted

November 4: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK: “Nikola Tesla: The World’s Greatest Scientist and Inventor — AC
power systems, robotics, remote control, shadowgraph, induction motor, and wireless radio (yes, before

Marconi!)”

December 2: December Social Event (6:00 PM, United Buffet, 2320 Watt St., Schenectady)

Visit the club’s YAHOO group:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info

SARA Website
Visit the club’s website: http://www.k2ae.org

Public Service Events

Pumpkin Patrol — October 30" and October 31°
Schenectady Holiday Parade — November 23rd

If you would like to help out with either of these great events, please contact:
James MacMurray N2UZQ
n2uzq@arrl.net
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SARA Board Meeting September 11, 2019 at Wendy's, Route 50 Glenville

Present:

J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ, President Skip Evans W2YJL, Board Member
Jim Silva KC2ZVK, Vice President James MacMurray, N2UZQ, Director
Jim Stewart K2PK Secretary Paul Siemers WY2F, Director

Bob Saltzman WB2ARK, Board Member
Meeting opened by President J. R. Hotaling at 7:10 PM.

Secretary’s Report: The Board accepted the minutes of the board meeting of May 8, 2019 and the
annual meeting of the club on June 3, 2019 both as published in SARA News.

Treasurer's Report: Jim Stewart presented the Treasurer's Report previously circulated to the board by
Treasurer Tim Long via email. It was moved, seconded, and carried to approve the fiscal year 2019/2020
budget submitted by Tim Long in the following amounts: Income $1709; Expenses $1,212; Net surplus
$497. It was moved, seconded, and carried to accept the treasurer’s report.

Field Day: Board members discussed the 2019 Field Day and made suggestions for improvements in
2020. The Rexford Fire Department site worked out very well.

501C3: Jim Silva reported that there is nothing new because the six month waiting period specified by
the IRS has not timed out yet. Hopefully there will be something to report next month. [See note on next

page.]

Trailer Committee: Further progress awaits successful 501C3 status. The existing trailer is still falling
apart.

Repeater: James MacMurray reported on efforts to get work on the repeater upgrades moving.
Discussion by board members.

Survey: Bob Saltzman reported that there have been no more responses to the survey. Another email
will be sent out to encourage additional responses from members to capture additional information and

improve the quality of the gathered information.

Future Meetings: Jim Silva reported on plans for future SARA meetings. Discussion on ways to observe
the 90th anniversary of the founding of SARA.

New Business: None.

Standing Request for SARA News Editor: The board is still looking for a volunteer to take over this
position.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:53 PM.
Submitted by Jim Stewart K2PK, Secretary
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Important Note: SARA is now a 501(C)3 charitable organization!!

Effective April 11, 2019, all donations to SARA are tax-deductible under IRC Section 170.

SARA ONLINE SURVEY...Live

In an effort to better understand how people feel about amateur radio and more specifically
the Schenectady Amateur Radio Association (SARA), we have created an on-line survey by
which you can provide your honest thoughts and opinions about a wide variety of amateur
radio and SARA related subjects, issues, concerns, etc.

Although there are many SARA specific questions, this survey is open to anyone interested in
amateur radio.

All questions (except the first one) are optional, and participation is completely anonymous,
unless you choose to identify yourself at the end of the survey.

As this is sort of a one-time effort, the survey is intentionally comprehensive and thus will take
a bit of time to fill out completely (estimate is about 35 minutes). It is your choice as to which
questions you choose to answer, but we recommend that you try to respond to all of them, or
at least as many as you are able.

It is important that you participate in the survey during a single session and submit your
answers via the “Submit” button at the end before you terminate your browser window or
shut down your computer — otherwise your answers up to that point will not be saved.

Please read the attached survey guidelines before starting.
We encourage you to complete this survey prior to October 15, 2019.

Please access the SARA survey using your favorite browser from any computing or smart
device via the following URL (select the link, or cut and paste it into your browser address
field):

https://rbsaltzman.typeform.com/to/kUJvez
Thank you very much in advance for your valuable time and constructive feedback.

We hope that you will find this to be a worthwhile exercise as we plan to use this information
to understand your concerns and guide future improvements to SARA, and amateur radio.

Regards,
SARA Board of Directors
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1.

There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the repeater
will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations should
be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113)

No commercial business use is allowed.

Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for other
users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)

If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding to a
“breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit interference
with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible. Operators are encouraged to use the
minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not appropriate in close
proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other emergencies) control

operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.
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Board of Directors/Officers
President

J.R. Hotaling — N2PEQ

Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 526-5131

Vice President

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 877-8032
Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK

Email: k2pk@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 399-1867
Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl@earthlink.net
Phone: (518) 399-7454
Director

Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK

Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com
Director

Paul Siemers - WY2F

Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 371-0215
Director

James MacMurray N2UZQ
Email: n2uzq@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 369-2298
Director

Skip Evans W2YJL

Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com
Phone: 518-399-5538

Standing Committees
SARA News

Jim Silva — KC2ZVK

Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com
Elmer & Antenna Party

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl@earthlink.net
K2AE Trustee

George Burns — W2SFD
Email: w2sfd@arrl.net
Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 273-1610
RFI/TVI

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF

Email: w2jvf@juno.com
Phone: (518) 372-6139
Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray N2UZQ
Phone: (518) 369-2298
n2uzg@arrl.net

VE Team

Vacant - Please consider volunteering for this position

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128
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Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons.

Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 UsB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES RACES membership is not required to participate. The purpose of
the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have, and any announcements of general interest.

SARA Needs Youl!l

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale you would like to include in the SARA
Newsletter, send an email to saranews@k?2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”. Please include
your full name and call sign.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?
Because it makes Tim happy!
SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet? The SARA membership year runs from July
to June and the 2019-2020 dues are due. Please use the form on the last
page or see Tim W2UI, our Treasurer, at the next meeting.
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

New Member
Renewal

Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount:

Membership Class:
____Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year

New Member Initiation - $5.00/one-time fee in addition to Full dues
(Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

____Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year. Call sign of regular member:

____ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

E-Mail Address:
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Areyouamemberof _ ARRL___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS
Please use a separate form for each member at your address.

Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA General meeting.
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Directions to First United Methodist Church

Parking lot address is 610 (Google shows it as 650) Chapel Street Schenectady NY 12305
Chapel St is a One Way street from Nott Terrace to Lafayette Street. If this lot is full, park across the street.
Enter the building through double doors, take an immediate right, go through another set of double doors,
turn right then left and the Fellowship Hall is on your right (follow signs).

From the East (Colonie, State St Rt 5)
Turn Right onto Nott Terrace then take your first Left onto Chapel Street. Parking lot is on Left.

From the West (Scotia, Glenville, Eire Blvd)

Take State St (Rt 5) to Lafayette St and turn right then immediately turn Left to continue up State St. At Veeder
Ave (Traffic Light) turn Left. Cross over State St (Rt 5) then take the first Left onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on
Left.

From the South (1-890 Exit 5, Broadway, Rotterdam)
Take Broadway North to Millard St and turn Right, First Traffic Light. Millard St becomes Veeder Ave at
Hamilton St (Schenectady FD on Left). Continue over Veeder take first left after State St onto Chapel St.
Parking is on left.

From the North (Union Collage, Niskayuna, Union St)
From Union St, take Nott Terrace South and turn Right onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on Left

See Map on Next Page

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 10 of 11



http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

SARA Newsletter October 2019

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 11 of 11



http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

