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SARA & NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President

Hello Members and hopefully joining SARA Members,

Our association is 90 years old. For me it is hard to think about what was going on in ham radio back in the
early days. What were the antennas like? How big were the transmitters? How easy was it to replace the
tubes that shorted out. Gear has come a long way. The equipment is much smaller now. Maybe one of the
sad things about the new equipment is that it does a poor job of heating the ham shack.

I am always interested about the memories of your first equipment.

Rudy Dehn W2JVF has just celebrated his 100" birthday. He still checks into the weather net 146.730. They
meet at 7 AM.

We are meeting at the First United Methodist church. The church is charging us $25 a meeting. If you would
like to help out with the cost please contact treasurer Tim Long.

| hope to work all of you on the air and hear you in person.
73 N2PEQ

https://clipartfest.com
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SARA General Meeting

Monday, September 9, 2019, 7:00 PM

“Introduction to Software Defined Radio (SDR) Technology”
Speaker: Terry Saunders N1KIN

Abstract: The first part of this talk will examine the similarities and differences between standard and SDR
radio topologies. Second, we will introduce the concepts of 1Q signal processing, followed by a brief
discussion of how this technique enables high fidelity generation and demodulation of all manner of
emission types. Real-world analogies will be presented to illustrate the technical concepts in a simple
manner. The final part will describe a recent remote SDR project, which will highlight the advantages as
well as the challenges of using an SDR rig.

Terry Saunders, formerly an engineer at GE Global Research in Niskayuna, has worked on a number of
projects, spanning oil sands-water separation, malaria and other disease detection systems, and test
development work around next generation polymer laminate films and filtration technologies used by the
biopharmaceutical industry. Terry holds multiple U.S. Patents.

Terry grew up on both the west and east coasts of the US. Originally from southern California, Terry moved
to Maine at the age of 15, where he lived until he graduated high school and joined the military. Having
been an electronic hobbyist from a young age, the US Navy’s “Aviation Electronic Technician” program
seemed a perfect fit to train on, and work with cutting-edge airborne radar, radio communication, and
electronic countermeasure systems, while getting paid to learn. Terry graduated at the top of his class,
earning several academic commendations, and attaining the rank of E-5 within his first 3 years of
enlistment. After his service, Terry re-entered the civilian sector and took a manufacturing job in the
optical disc industry where he would spend the next 20 years manufacturing Optical Disc products.
Starting in the trenches as a technician, Terry was recognized for his diverse technical background, problem
solving skills, and inventiveness. He was brought into the engineering fold where he worked on signal
processing, laser recording systems, injection molding, electroplating systems, and IT Systems. Through an
MBO effort, Terry secured an ownership/management stake in the company. After the eventual slowing of
the CD industry, in 2005 Terry sold his stake in the CD company and looked for new challenges. Terry
entered the biotech industry working for Whatman, originally a filtration company which now makes a full
catalog of disposable products for the biomedical/pharma industries. At Whatman he served as
engineering supervisor, managing a diverse technical staff responsible for all cleanroom manufacturing
operations, and developed the automated testing systems used in production of disposable medical
filtration products. Whatman was acquired by GE Healthcare in 2008, and Terry was relocated to
Westborough, Massachusetts to head up the cleanroom operations used to make disposable bioreactors
and other related consumables for 6 years. Terry relocated to New York after being offered a job at the GE
Global Research Center in Niskayuna, in what Terry’s wife describes as “the last move”. Terry is now semi-
retired, and enjoying his hobbies at home.

Terry is a licensed advanced class ham radio operator, and enjoys computers, lasers, PC gaming,
disturbingly overpowered home theater, and brewing beer. Terry resides in Halfmoon, NY with his wife
Kristi, their cats Dot & Dash, dogs Pinot & Zin, and half a dozen hop plants.
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General Meeting Program Schedule

SARA General Meeting Schedule
7 PM at First United Methodist Church, Schenectady (Fellowship Hall) except where noted

October 7: Mark Anderson WB2SMK: “Parks on the Air”
November 4: Bob Saltzman WB2ARK: “Nikola Tesla: The World’s Greatest Scientist and Inventor — AC
power systems, robotics, remote control, shadowgraph, induction motor, and wireless radio (yes, before

Marconi!)”

December 2: December Social Event (6:00 PM, United Buffet, 2320 Watt St., Schenectady)

Visit the club’s YAHOO group:
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info

SARA Website
Visit the club’s website: http://www.k2ae.org

Public Service Events

Dunkin’ Run - September 15, 2015
Pumpkin Patrol — October 30" and October 31°
Schenectady Holiday Parade — November 23rd

If you would like to help out with either of these great events, please contact:
James MacMurray N2UZQ
n2uzq@arrl.net
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SARA History Corner

As we head into the 90" anniversary of SARA, we will highlight some of the club’s history. The earliest SARA
document that your newsletter editor could find is the minutes of the February 9, 1930 meeting of the
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association. It reads,

“An organization committee previously appointed by M. Mead [W20P], and consisting of Mr. A. Kastenmayer
[W2GK], E.L. St. Clair [W2AAL], J.T. McLamore [W2VN], R. Haight [W2LU], and Dr. Korniejewski [W2AMM],
made its report, that the new organization was to be strictly amateur, and that there should be immediate
election of officers. Officers elected were M.S. Mead, president; E.L. St. Claire, vice-president; Dr. A.
Korniejewski, Secretary; R.E. Haight, treasurer. The name selected for the club was The Schenectady
Amateur Radio Association. A committee consisting of R. Haight, L. Peer [W2ACB], and Dr. Korniejewski was
appointed to prepare a suitable constitution. Upon motion of Mr. McLamore, the first Monday of each
month, at 8 PM, is to be the time for meetings. A committee on papers and meetings was also appointed by
the president, consisting of Mr. McLamore, J. Fuller [W2BSH], and C. Peck [W2AOF]. The question of dues
was turned over for study to Mr. R. Haight. Upon motion of Mr. L. Peer, the meeting was adjourned.

This meeting was held at the office of Dr. G. Korniejewski, 600 Crane St., Schenectady. 15 men present.”

Note: the names and call signs of these founding members may be found in the 1927 edition of “Amateur
Radio Stations in the United States”, published by the U.S. Department of Commerce, and on file at the
University of California, Berkeley, CA. Here is the link:

https://books.google.com/books?id=kgYtAQAAIAA)&pg=RA2-PA33&Ipg=RA2-
PA33&dg=schenectady+history+dr.+A.+Korniejewski&source=bl&ots=pni-

gY5D e&sig=ACfU3U0gpoghYMrm5G8GDjYDALI4APCwIOw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwim3emdxajkAhWOm
OAKHddcD3AQ6AEWF30ECAcCQAQ#v=0onepage&g=schenectady%20history%20dr.%20A.%20Korniejewski&f=f
alse
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Minutes of SARA Annual Meeting June 3, 2019 at the Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church,
Schenectady

Present: 22 members including officers and board members (no visitors in attendance)

2018/2019 SARA board members:

J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ, President Skip Evans W2YJL, Board Member

Jim Silva KC2ZVK, Vice President James MacMurray, N2UZQ, Director
Jim Stewart K2PK Secretary Paul Siemers WY2F, Director

Tim Long, W2UI, Treasurer Bob Saltzman WB2ARK, Board Member

All were in attendance at the annual meeting.
Meeting opened by President JR Hotaling at 7:03 PM.

Announcements: President Hotaling presented two coming events, both on August 10: 100'th birthday
party for Rudy Dehn and the All Clubs Picnic.

Bob Saltzman encouraged everybody to respond to the survey.
James MacMurray reported on ARES and upcoming public service events. James also reported that the

estate of Tony Pazzola W2BEJ is being handled by W2QAC who can be contacted at
upper_tupper@yahoo.com regarding equipment.

Treasurer's Report for the 2018/2019 fiscal year presented by Treasurer Tim Long. Tim also reported on
the status of the 501(C)3 application. Moved, seconded, and carried to accept.

Election of Officers and Board Members: Secretary Jim Stewart presented names in nomination on
behalf of the nominating committee of the board. Moved, seconded and carried to close the
nominations and have the secretary cast a single ballot for the following slate for the 2019/2020 fiscal
year:

J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ President Jim Silva KC2ZVK Vice President
Jim Stewart K2PK Secretary Tim Long W2UI Treasurer
Paul Siemers WY2F Board Member Bob Saltzman WB2ARK Board Member

James MacMurray N2UZQ Board Member Skip Evans W2YJL Board member

Field Day: Plans for the 2019 Broughton Field Day Group operation were presented by James
MacMurray and Tim Long.

Meeting Adjourned 8:42 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK
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SARA ONLINE SURVEY...Live

In an effort to better understand how people feel about amateur radio and more specifically
the Schenectady Amateur Radio Association (SARA), we have created an on-line survey by
which you can provide your honest thoughts and opinions about a wide variety of amateur
radio and SARA related subjects, issues, concerns, etc.

Although there are many SARA specific questions, this survey is open to anyone interested in
amateur radio.

All questions (except the first one) are optional, and participation is completely anonymous,
unless you choose to identify yourself at the end of the survey.

As this is sort of a one-time effort, the survey is intentionally comprehensive and thus will
take a bit of time to fill out completely (estimate is about 35 minutes). It is your choice as to
which questions you choose to answer, but we recommend that you try to respond to all of
them, or at least as many as you are able.

It is important that you participate in the survey during a single session and submit your
answers via the “Submit” button at the end before you terminate your browser window or
shut down your computer — otherwise your answers up to that point will not be saved.

Please read the attached survey guidelines before starting.

We encourage you to complete this survey as soon as convenient, before July 1, 2019, after
which we hope to start evaluating the responses.

Please access the SARA survey using your favorite browser from any computing or smart
device via the following URL (select the link, or cut and paste it into your browser address
field):

https://rbsaltzman.typeform.com/to/kUJvez
Thank you very much in advance for your valuable time and constructive feedback.

We hope that you will find this to be a worthwhile exercise as we plan to use this information
to understand your concerns and guide future improvements to SARA, and amateur radio.

Regards,
SARA Board of Directors
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1.

There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the repeater
will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations should
be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113)

No commercial business use is allowed.

Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for other
users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)

If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding to a
“breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit interference
with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible. Operators are encouraged to use the
minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not appropriate in close
proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other emergencies) control

operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.
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Saratoga County Amateur Radio Association
presents our 34th annual

HAMFEST 2019

Sunday, September 8™: Gates open at 7:00 am
Saratoga County Fair Grounds, 162 Prospect 5+, Ballston Spa, NY 12020

Only $6 per person includes hourly door prize drawing, plus 8'x8' "tailgate" space

MAKE IT A HAM'S DREAM WEEKEND - 2 HAMFESTS!

BRING YOUR TICKET STUB FROM BOXBORO ON SATURDAY AND
GET INTO OUR FEST FOR HALF PRICE !! -- ONLY $3 !!

*» Many hourly prizes PLUS HIGH-END BUCKET PRIZES!!

» VE exam to be held at 8:30 am (off site)
Cornell Co-Op Ext. (Solar Bldg); 50 W. High St/ Rt 67 west
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

» Lots of NEW AND USED gear and accessories to haggle over
» Fox-hunt on the fairground property

*» Under-cover tables available for $10 each

*» Delicious Food served all day

Directions: Talk-In
= |87 to Exit12 K2DLL Repeater System
« West on Rt 67 to Ballston Spa 147.000 or 147.240
« At intersection of Rts 50 & &7, follow PL =91.5 Hz.
50 Morth; look for HAMFEST signs GPS Coordinates
= In village, turn left at Citgo station on 43.007438° -73.855821°
Prospect Street; up hill on left

For Information or reservations contact: Jim Polewczak - KG2H
231 Northline Road, Ballston Spa, NY 12020. Email: kg2h@arrl.net

Phone: 518-703-9558
SEE US AT www.K2DLL.ORG
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Board of Directors/Officers
President

J.R. Hotaling — N2PEQ

Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 526-5131

Vice President

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: (518) 877-8032
Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK

Email: k2pk@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 399-1867
Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl@earthlink.net
Phone: (518) 399-7454
Director

Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK

Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com
Director

Paul Siemers - WY2F

Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 371-0215
Director

James MacMurray N2UZQ
Email: n2uzq@arrl.net

Phone: (518) 369-2298
Director

Skip Evans W2YJL

Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com
Phone: 518-399-5538

Standing Committees
SARA News

Jim Silva — KC2ZVK

Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com
Elmer & Antenna Party

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl@earthlink.net
K2AE Trustee

George Burns — W2SFD
Email: w2sfd@arrl.net
Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: (518) 273-1610
RFI/TVI

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF

Email: w2jvf@juno.com
Phone: (518) 372-6139
Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES
James MacMurray N2UZQ
Phone: (518) 369-2298
n2uzg@arrl.net

VE Team

Vacant - Please consider volunteering for this position

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128
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Schenectady County Emergency Net

Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons.

Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 UsB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA

The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES RACES membership is not required to participate. The purpose of
the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have, and any announcements of general interest.

SARA Needs Youl!l

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale you would like to include in the SARA
Newsletter, send an email to saranews@k?2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”. Please include
your full name and call sign.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?
Because it makes Tim happy!
SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet? The SARA membership year runs from July
to June and the 2019-2020 dues are due. Please use the form on the last
page or see Tim W2UI, our Treasurer, at the next meeting.
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

New Member
Renewal

Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount:

Membership Class:
____Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year

New Member Initiation - $5.00/one-time fee in addition to Full dues
(Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

____Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year. Call sign of regular member:

____ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

E-Mail Address:
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Areyouamemberof _ ARRL___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS
Please use a separate form for each member at your address.

Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA General meeting.

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 11 of 13



http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

SARA Newsletter September 2019

Directions to First United Methodist Church

Parking lot address is 610 (Google shows it as 650) Chapel Street Schenectady NY 12305
Chapel St is a One Way street from Nott Terrace to Lafayette Street. If this lot is full, park across the street.
Enter the building through double doors, take an immediate right, go through another set of double doors,
turn right then left and the Fellowship Hall is on your right (follow signs).

From the East (Colonie, State St Rt 5)
Turn Right onto Nott Terrace then take your first Left onto Chapel Street. Parking lot is on Left.

From the West (Scotia, Glenville, Eire Blvd)

Take State St (Rt 5) to Lafayette St and turn right then immediately turn Left to continue up State St. At Veeder
Ave (Traffic Light) turn Left. Cross over State St (Rt 5) then take the first Left onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on
Left.

From the South (1-890 Exit 5, Broadway, Rotterdam)
Take Broadway North to Millard St and turn Right, First Traffic Light. Millard St becomes Veeder Ave at
Hamilton St (Schenectady FD on Left). Continue over Veeder take first left after State St onto Chapel St.
Parking is on left.

From the North (Union Collage, Niskayuna, Union St)
From Union St, take Nott Terrace South and turn Right onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on Left

See Map on Next Page
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