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A Message from the President 

 

Hello Members, 

I hope that everyone is enjoying the contests and getting a bunch of QSO’s on the bands.  It is 
still not too late to work on antennas.  It is the season for giving, why not ask your fellow hams 
if they could use some help with their shack or offer to bring them to a meeting.  Everything 
we do for each other goes a long way.  I hope to see everyone at the get together in 
December.  A tip that might work--if you’re using your handheld outdoors in the winter and 
you find that your power levels are low--tape a hand-warmer to the back of your radio.  It will 
keep both your radio and your hand warm as you are using your radio.   

 
73 de N2PEQ  
 
JR Hotaling, N2PEQ 
SARA President 
 
 

 

 
https://clipartfest.com 
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SARA General Meeting 
Monday, December 3, 2018, 

6:00 p.m. 

“December Social Event” 

 

December’s meeting will be held at the United Buffet, 
2320 Watt Street, Schenectady NY. 

 

Get out of the “Shack” for a night and come join us for an all-you-can-
eat buffet and great company! 

Place: United Buffet, 2320 Watt Street, Schenectady (we have reserved 
the “back room”) 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Cost: $16.59 (one price). Prices include meal, drink, tax & tip. Please pay 
at the front desk when you arrive, head to the “back room”, and hang on 
to your receipt. 

Since the dinner format is a buffet, members are welcome to arrive at 
6:00 p.m. (or any time after 6:00 p.m.), and stay as long as they want.  No 
speeches, but plenty of time to share your latest stories with your 
amateur radio friends!! 

 

Happy Holidays from SARA!!  

 Cancellations: 
If Niskayuna High 
School cancels 
evening classes and 
activities the SARA 
meeting will also be 
cancelled.  See the 
website below for 
school closing 
information. 
www.niskyschools.org 
 

 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.niskyschools.org/
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Public Service Events 
  

None till Spring 
 

Thank You to All Who Have Helped With Public Service Events in 2018… 
 

See You in 2019 

SARA News History Corner 
  

From the February 1965 edition of SARA News 
 

“Technical Questions and Answers, by Bill Coffey W2ZHI” 
 

“Here is the answer to the January Problem, which involved Bill’s concern about Bob’s “high” VSWR of 2.5:1 
on his 100 ft. coax cable feeding a 10 meter beam antenna.” 
 
“First of all, it is always desirable to get the VSWR as low as possible; a value of 1:1 results from a perfect 
match.  However, the penalty Bob pays for the 2.5:1 VSWR is not as severe as Bill imagined.  With RG -8/U 
cable, the loss in power in 100 ft.  of perfectly matched line is 1.0 dB at 30 mc (see Fig. 13-12, pg. 343 ARRL 
Handbook 1960).  With a VSWR of 2.5:1, the additional loss is a mere 0.3 dB making the total line loss 1.3 dB.  
Realizing that there is usually a 5 to 6 dB interval between S meter units, this 0.3 dB additional power loss in 
the radiated signal would hardly be noticed on the S meter of the station receiving Bob’s signal. 
 
With 500 watts into a 50 ohm line with VSWR of 1:1, the maximum voltage (at the input end) is:

  500 50 158 .RMSE P R watts Ohms Volts      With a VSWR of 2.5:1, the reflection coefficient is

1 1.5
0.43

1 3.5

VSWR

VSWR


   


 and the maximum RF voltage at the first voltage loop near the input end of the line 

is 1.43 times the voltage at the point on the line if the VSWR is 1:1.  So Evolt_loop=(1.43)x(158)=225 volts RMS.  
The maximum operating voltage on RG-8/U cable is 4000 volts RMS.  Thus, at the 7 voltage loops along the 
line there is an 18:1 voltage safety factor.  So, we see that none of Bill’s frantic warnings to Bob were 
justified.” 
 

 
More Ham Radio History on Next page…from GE Ham News 

 

http://www.k2ae.org/
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A QSL card honoring Henry Primm Broughton,  
courtesy Brad Councilman W1BCC 
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SARA Board Meeting November 14, 2018 at Wendy's, Route 50 Glenville  
Present: 
J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ, President Skip Evans W2YJL, Board Member 
Jim Silva KC2ZVK, Vice President James MacMurray, N2UZQ, Board Member 
Jim Stewart K2PK Secretary Tim Long, W2UI, Treasurer    
 
Meeting opened by President J. R. Hotaling at 7:11 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The Board accepted the minutes of the meeting of October 17, 
2018 as published in SARA News. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Reported by Treasurer Tim Long.  Tim agreed to remind 
members who are delinquent in paying their dues to please pay.  It was moved, 
seconded, and carried to accept the treasurer’s report. 
 
501C3:  Jim Silva reported and circulated draft words for a dissolution clause that we 
need to add to the SARA constitution in order to qualify for 501C3 status.  Jim 
Stewart will incorporate the dissolution clause into the constitution.  Jim Silva 
agreed to make a Word file from the constitution on the SARA web site for Jim 
Stewart to use.  Jim Silva also circulated draft words for a narrative stating the 
purpose of SARA.  Jim Stewart will circulate it to the board with a request for board 
members to give suggestions on additional wording. 
 
Trailer Committee:  No report. 
 
Web Site:   No report.   
 
Membership Survey:  No report.  
 
Repeater:  The repeater committee report was accepted by the board.  
 
Future Meetings:  Jim Silva reported on plans for future SARA meetings.  The annual 
December meeting dinner is set for 6:00 PM at United Buffet. 
 
New Business: None. 
 
Standing Request for SARA News Editor:  The board is still looking for a volunteer to 
take over this position. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:19 PM. 
 
Submitted by Jim Stewart K2PK  

` Calendar of Events 
 
Jan. 7 at 7:00 PM 
SARA General Meeting 
at First United 
Methodist Church, 
Schenectady 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SARA Yahoo Group 
Visit the club’s YAHOO 
group: 
https://groups.yahoo.c
om/neo/groups/sara/in
fo 
 
 
SARA Website 
Visit the club’s website: 
http://www.k2ae.org 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
http://www.k2ae.org/
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Field Day Trailer needs to be replaced 
The SARA board needs your suggestions on how to raise funds to purchase a new (or gently used) trailer for our 
field day operations.  Please contact a board member with your suggestions.  To replace the current trailer with a 
new unit of comparable size, the cost will be about $3,000.  

Topics for Future SARA Meetings? 
Your suggestions are welcome!! 
If you have a topic that you would like to present, or know of someone who could present a topic of 
interest to the club, please contact: Jim Silva, KC2ZVK at jsilva.ny@gmail.com.  We currently have 
openings for the January and May, 2018 SARA meetings. 

SARA YouTube Channel  
Did you miss the “Who Invented Morse Code” presentation by Dr. David Hochfelder at the September, 2016 
meeting?  Head over to our YouTube Channel and watch it (“control-click on the link): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-lWKY0pj__cPdkq17dCJMQ 

This Week in Amateur Radio (TWIAR) 
Tune in to This Week in Amateur Radio on the K2CT repeater (145.190) on most Saturday nights at 9PM.  This 
Week in Amateur Radio is a weekly news bulletin service dedicated to news and information useful to the 
amateur radio community.  Along with the news, special segments air regularly that may be of interest to 
amateur radio operators.  Some segments of interest include the Gateway 160-meter net report, the Random 
Access Thought, the Ancient Amateur Archives, and the technology report. 

SARA News Editor Position Open!! 
We need a new SARA News Editor.  If you can use a computer and word processing software, 

you are qualified!  Please contact a Board Member for more information about this important (and fun) 
job. 

 
 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:jsilva.ny@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-lWKY0pj__cPdkq17dCJMQ
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K2AE Repeater Guidelines 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly. 

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the repeater 
will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105) 

2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater. 
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations should 

be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113) 
4. No commercial business use is allowed. 
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions.  The repeater will recycle.  This gives a chance for other 

users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)  
6. If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding to a 

“breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit interference 
with emergency traffic. 

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible.  Operators are encouraged to use the 
minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not appropriate in close 
proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313) 

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the 
Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: w2sfd@arrl.net. 

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other emergencies) control 
operators will turn the repeater on if it is down. 

 
 

Coming Soon…2018 SARA ONLINE SURVEY 
We are setting up an online survey to find out what you think or would like to see in the future 
for SARA.  Check your email inbox soon for a link to the survey. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:w2sfd@arrl.net
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Board of Directors/Officers 
President 
J.R. Hotaling – N2PEQ 
Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com 
Phone: (518) 526-5131 
Vice President 
Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 
Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com 
Phone: (518) 877-8032 
Secretary 
James Stewart - K2PK 
Email: k2pk@arrl.net 
Phone: (518) 399-1867 
Treasurer 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 
Phone: (518) 399-7454 
Director 
Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK 
Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com 
Director 
Paul Siemers - WY2F 
Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: (518) 371-0215 
Director 
James MacMurray N2UZQ 
Email: n2uzq@arrl.net 
Phone: (518) 369-2298 
Director 
Skip Evans W2YJL  
Email: ShortSkip86@gmail.com 
Phone: 518-399-5538 
 

Standing Committees 
SARA News 
Jim Silva – KC2ZVK 
Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com 
Elmer & Antenna Party 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 
K2AE Trustee 
George Burns – W2SFD 
Email: w2sfd@arrl.net 
Repeater 
Scott Krone - N2YCA 
Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: (518) 273-1610 
RFI/TVI 
Rudy Dehn - W2JVF 
Email: w2jvf@juno.com 
Phone: (518) 372-6139 
Public Service Events 
Schenectady County ARES 
James MacMurray N2UZQ 
Phone: (518) 369-2298 
n2uzq@arrl.net 
VE Team 
Vacant - Please consider volunteering for this position 
 
FCC Exam Registration 
Phone: (518) 604-4128 

 
  

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:saltzman@nycap.rr.com
mailto:w2sfd@arrl.net
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Schenectady County Emergency Net 
Schenectady County ARES members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net 
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons. 
Emergency Coordinator:  James MacMurray - N2UZQ 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE  
Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater  
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater  
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB  
2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex  
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex  
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB  
5th Sunday 2:00 PM TBA TBA  

 

The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES RACES membership is not required to participate.  The purpose of 
the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have, and any announcements of general interest. 
 

SARA Needs You!! 

 

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale you would like to include in the SARA 

Newsletter, send an email to saranews@k2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”.  Please include 

your full name and call sign. 

 

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?   
Because it makes Tim happy! 
SARA DUES REMINDER 
Have you paid your dues yet?  The SARA membership year runs from July 
to June and the 2018-2019 dues are due.  Please use the form on the last 
page or see Tim, W2UI, our Treasurer at the next meeting. 

 
 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org?subject=
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly) 

 
___ New Member 

___ Renewal 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: ________________________ 

 

Membership Class: 

___ Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year 

___ New Member Initiation - $5.00/one-time fee in addition to Full dues 

      (Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year.  Call sign of regular member: _____________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year 

 

Call Sign (if licensed): ________________ License Class: _________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________ 

(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested) 
 

Are you a member of ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS 
 
Please use a separate form for each member at your address. 

 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
 

Mail your check and this completed form to: 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 

Schenectady, NY 12301 
 
You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA General meeting. 
 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

