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A Message from the President 

I hope everyone has planted their antenna seeds. I think this year is going to be a good year for the antennas 
to pop up. I can’t say that the propagation is going to be optimal by any means of the imagination, but I want 
to get my antennas all set for when the conditions are good again.  

Along with the warmer weather and the ability to work on your antennas, there is another activity that comes 
about in the spring. Public Service and Amateur Radio. The startup of the Public Service season is upon us once 
again. There are a lot of events that you can help out with. Public service events help us to practice operations 
in a formal Net environment, practice using our portable equipment, demonstrate to the public the great 
hobby of Ham Radio, and help out our communities with their communications needs.  

Most events only take a few hours of time to complete, but the rewards last far beyond the time after the 
completion of the event.  

Public Service is easy to learn how to do and the only thing you need is a handheld radio and the will to help 
out. I ask that you try to get involved with Public Service at least once in your Amateur Radio career. You won’t 
regret it.  

Keep an eye out for upcoming events announced here in the SARA news or during the Schenectady County 
Emergency Net Sunday afternoons on all of the fine K2AE SARA repeaters. 

 

73 for now,  James MacMurray N2UZQ, SARA President  
n2uzq@hotmail.com 
 

 

https://clipartfest.com 
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SARA General Meeting 

Monday, May 7, 7:00 p.m. 
“Care and Feeding of your Section Manager” 

Speaker:  John Fritze K2QY, ARRL Section Manager for Eastern NY 

Abstract: In his talk, John will describe his duties as the ARRL Section Manager, and speak 

on several additional topics including the following:  

- The value of ARES to the public (especially the ENY Section) 
- Major changes in the ENY Section (including the ENY.ARR.ORG web site updates) 
- The New Public Service Event Planning Procedure 
- The new “ARES Connect” 
- Recognition and awards the Section Manager may issue 
- Sympathy cards and the aging populace of hams 
- Youth Outreach program 
- Comments regarding recent league issues 

About our speaker: John received his first ham license in 1977 as WA2TQW, then KB2CR, 

and he has been K2QY since 2003.  He has served as President and Director of the Albany 
Amateur Radio Association (AARA) multiple times in the 1980s and 2010-2013, and is 
currently on the board of directors of AARA.  He was President of the Albany County 
Amateur Communications Emergency Services 2014-2017.  He is Radio Officer of Albany 
County RACES.  He has received ARRL and FEMA training to the management level and is 
SkyWarn trained.  He has served as Emergency Coordinator for Albany County and Northern 
District Emergency Coordinator for Eastern NY.  John was one of the first VEs in the country 
(1984), and is currently an instructor for amateur radio license classes (CARES).  He has 
served as ARRL Hudson Division Assistant Director, chairperson for Digital Communications 
for ARES/RACES in ENY, and ARRL Field Instructor/Examiner/VE.  He has served as ARRL 
Section Manager for Eastern NY since 2017. 

John’s ham radio interests include casual DXing, contesting, all digital modes, APRS, Satellite, 
and International Space Station (ISS).  He has taught every license class since 1978.  He was 
the ISS school contact in 2011 for Donald P. Sutherland School –East Greenbush.  He is the 
repeater owner and servicer for both ACACES 146.64 and a portable Fusion emergency 
repeater.  He enjoys participating in Direction Finding (Fox Hunting), Summits on the Air, and 
National Parks on the Air.  He has undertaken DXpeditions to Newfoundland, Barbados, Saint 
Martin, and Saint Maarten. 

John’s ham interests also include Mobile and Backpack Mobile HF, Home Brewing 
/Experimenting, EMCOMM, and public awareness. 

John participates extensively in public Service events either as NCS or Support operation. 

 Meeting 
Location: 

Fellowship Hall, 
First United 
Methodist 
Church, 603 
State St., 
Schenectady, 
NY (note: enter 
on Chapel 
Street) 

Directions and 
parking: See 
last two pages 
of SARA News 
for details. 

 

Cancellations: 

If Niskayuna 
High School 
cancels evening 
classes and 
activities, then 
the SARA 
meeting will 
also be 
cancelled.   

www.niskyscho
ols.org 
for school 
closing 
information 

 

http://www.k2ae.org/
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SARA Board Meeting April 11, 2018 at Wendy's, Route 50 Glenville 
 
Present: 
James MacMurray N2UZQ, President       Jim Silva KC2ZVK, Vice President            
Jim Stewart K2PK, Secretary                       Tim Long W2UI, Treasurer  
J.R. Hotaling N2PEQ, Board Member        Bob Saltzman WB2ARK, Board Member 
Paul Siemers WY2F, Board Member         Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM Board Member 
Visitor: Skip Evans W2YSL 
 
Meeting opened by President James MacMurray at 7:10 PM. 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board accepted the minutes of the meeting of March 14, 2018 
as published in SARA News. 

Treasurer's Report:  Reported by Treasurer Tim Long.  Moved, seconded, and carried 
to approve the treasurer’s report. 

Repeater:  Dave Bradshaw reported on the status of the 440 MHz repeater.  James 
MacMurray and Dave Bradshaw discussed a bullet list of steps to improve the repeaters. 
They will refine the bullet list and circulate it to board members. 

Trailer Committee:  James MacMurray reported on a possible supplier of discount 
trailers and on GoFundMe status. 

501C3:  Bob Saltzman stressed the need to get this done.  Discussion on what to do 
next.  Information from Tim Long and Bob Saltzman will be sent to Jim Silva who will 
report at the next board meeting. 

Membership Survey:  Board members discussed their review of the survey.  
Raffle:  Bob Saltzman reported on a technical issue on printing the tickets. 

Web Site:  Tim Long and J. R. Hotaling reported on their talking to Dennis Hudson.  Bob 
Saltzman will contact Dennis and work out what is next to improve the club web site. 

Field Day:  Tim Long and James MacMurray said an organization meeting is scheduled 
for the evening of April 19 at the museum. 

Board and Officer Nominations for 2018/2019:  James MacMurray 
reported on progress.  James MacMurray thanked Skip Evans for videoing 
the last SARA meeting program. 

Standing Request for SARA News Editor: The board is still looking for a volunteer to 
take over this position. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:26 PM. 
Submitted by Jim Stewart K2PK 

 Calendar of Events 

SARA General 
Meetings (7 PM): 

 
June 4: 
Business meeting and 
Plans for Field Day 

 

SARA Yahoo Group 

Visit the club’s YAHOO 
group: 

https://groups.yahoo.c
om/neo/groups/sara/i
nfo 

 

 

SARA Website 
Visit the club’s website: 
http://www.k2ae.org 

  

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/sara/info
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Public Service Events 

 

Saturday May 19th – NiskaDay 
Wednesday May 23rd – Scotia Memorial Day Parade 

 
If you would like to help out with either of these great events, please 

contact James Mac Murray N2UZQ 
n2uzq@arrl.net 

SARA News History Corner 
  

From the January, 1940 edition of SARA News (Volume 6, No. 1): 
 

Meeting Announcement: “108th Meeting of SARA” 
 
“The first meeting of 1940 will be held in Building 32, Rom 106, General Electric Co, Eric Boulevard, at 8:00 
p.m., January 8th.  Plans have been arranged to broadcast a program of general interest from the new G.E. 
television transmitter.  This program will consist of a series of short skits explaining amateur radio, its origin, 
its aims, and how it can be a public benefit as well as an interesting hobby for the “ham”.  Following this 
introduction, the meeting will be opened in the usual manner by Dr. Korn and the SARA award for 
outstanding service for 1939 presented.  The meeting will then be turned over to the incoming president, Mr. 
Crawford, who will present the past president’s certificate to Dr. Korn.  This part of the meeting will all be 
televised.  By arrangement with a local distributor, a television receiver will be set up at Bldg. 32 so that the 
program can be received there.” 
 
“Mr. Williams, our new technical director, has been working on the club’s new portable transmitter.  
Following the televised portion of the program, he will exhibit the parts available and discuss the progress 
made thus far.”  
 
“After this, an interesting moving picture of the New England hurricane will be shown.   
Usual refreshments will be served after the meeting.” 
 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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Field Day Trailer needs to be replaced 
The SARA board needs your suggestions on how to raise funds to purchase a new (or gently used) trailer for 
our field day operations.  Please contact a board member with your suggestions.  To replace the current trailer 
with a new unit of comparable size, the cost will be about $3,000.  

SARA YouTube Channel  
Did you miss the “Who Invented Morse Code” presentation by Dr. David Hochfelder at the September, 2016 
meeting?  Head over to our YouTube Channel and watch it (“control-click on the link): 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-lWKY0pj__cPdkq17dCJMQ 

This Week in Amateur Radio (TWIAR) 
Looking for something to do on a Saturday night? 

Tune in to This Week in Amateur Radio on the K2CT repeater (145.190) on most Saturday nights at 9PM.  This 
Week in Amateur Radio is a weekly news bulletin service dedicated to news and information useful to the 
amateur radio community.  Along with the news, special segments air regularly that may be of interest to 
amateur radio operators.  Some segments of interest include the Gateway 160-meter net report, the Random 
Access Thought, the Ancient Amateur Archives, and the technology report. 

SARA News Editor Position Open!! 
We need a new SARA News Editor.  If you can use a computer and word processing software, 
you are qualified! 
Please contact a Board Member for more information about this important (and fun) job. 

Interested in Ham Radio History?  Check out this link:  

http://w2pa.net/HRH/the-squeak-box/ 
Silent Key: 

John Domblewski N2OJY is now a silent key.  He was a SARA president and Broughton Award winner.  Here is a link to a very 
well-written obituary for John. 

http://www.demarcostonefuneralhome.com/notices/John-Domblewski 

 

 

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-lWKY0pj__cPdkq17dCJMQ
http://w2pa.net/HRH/the-squeak-box/
http://www.demarcostonefuneralhome.com/notices/John-Domblewski
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Board of Directors/Officers 

President 
James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
Email: n2uzq@arrl.net 
Phone: 518-369-2298 

Vice President 
Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 
Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com 
Phone: 518-877-8032 

Secretary 
James Stewart - K2PK 
Email: k2pk@arrl.net 
Phone: 518-399-1867 

Treasurer 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 
Phone: 518-399-7454 

Director 
Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK 
Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com 

Director 
Paul Siemers - WY2F 
Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 518-371-0215 

Director 
Dave Bradshaw - KD2FVM 
Email: kd2fvm@arrl.net 

Director 
J. R. Hotaling N2PEQ 
Email: n2peq2002@gmail.com 

Standing Committees 

SARA News 
Jim Silva – KC2ZVK 
Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com 

Elmer & Antenna Party 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 

K2AE Trustee 
Hal Post - AK2E 
Email: ak2e@arrl.net 
Phone: 518-306-6817 

Repeater 
Scott Krone - N2YCA 
Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 518-273-1610 

RFI/TVI 
Rudy Dehn - W2JVF 
Email: w2jvf@juno.com 
Phone: 518-372-6139 

Public Service Events 
Schenectady County ARES 

VE Team 
Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM, coordinator 
 

FCC Exam Registration 
Phone: (518) 369-2298 

 
  

http://www.k2ae.org/
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:saltzman@nycap.rr.com
mailto:kd2fvm@arrl.net
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Schenectady County Emergency Net 
SARA members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday 
afternoons. 

Emergency Coordinator:  James MacMurray - N2UZQ 

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE  

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater  
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater  
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB  
2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 52.525 FM Simplex  
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.435 FM Simplex  
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.350 USB  
5th Sunday 2:00 PM 223.500 FM Simplex  

 

The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES RACES membership is not required to participate.  The purpose of 
the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have, and any announcements of general interest. 

 

SARA Needs You!! 
 

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale you would like to include in the SARA 

Newsletter, send an email to saranews@k2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”.  Please include 

your full name and call sign. 

 

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?   

Because it makes Tim happy! 

SARA DUES REMINDER 

Have you paid your dues yet?  The SARA membership year runs from July 
to June and the 2016-2017 dues are due.  Please use the form on the last 
page or see Tim, W2UI, our Treasurer, at the next meeting. 

 

 
 

  

http://www.k2ae.org/
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly) 

 
___ New Member 

___ Renewal 

___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: ________________________ 

 
Membership Class: 

___ Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year 

___ New Member Initiation - $5.00/one-time fee in addition to Full dues 
      (Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund) 

___ Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year.  Call sign of regular member: _____________ 

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year 

Call Sign (if licensed): ________________ License Class: _________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested) 
 

Are you a member of ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS 

Please use a separate form for each member at your address. 
 
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
 
Mail your check and this completed form to: 

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 449 
Schenectady, NY 12301 
 
You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA General meeting. 

  

http://www.k2ae.org/
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Directions to First United Methodist Church 

Parking lot address is 610 (Google shows it as 650) Chapel Street Schenectady NY 12305 
Chapel St is a One Way street from Nott Terrace to Lafayette Street. If this lot is full, park across the street.  
Enter the building through double doors, take an immediate right, go through another set of double doors, 

turn right then left and the Fellowship Hall is on your right (follow signs). 

From the East (Colonie, State St Rt 5) 
Turn Right onto Nott Terrace then take your first Left onto Chapel Street. Parking lot is on Left. 

From the West (Scotia, Glenville, Eire Blvd) 

*THERE IS NO LEFT TURN FROM STATE STREET TO NOTT TERRACE* 

Take State St (Rt 5) to Lafayette St and turn right then immediately turn Left to continue up State St. At Veeder 
Ave (Traffic Light) turn Left. Cross over State St (Rt 5) then take the first Left onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on 

Left. 

From the South (I-890 Exit 5, Broadway, Rotterdam) 
Take Broadway North to Millard St and turn Right, First Traffic Light. Millard St becomes Veeder Ave at 
Hamilton St (Schenectady FD on Left). Continue over Veeder take first left after State St onto Chapel St. 

Parking is on left. 

From the North (Union Collage, Niskayuna, Union St) 
From Union St, take Nott Terrace South and turn Right onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on Left 

 

 

See Map on Next Page 
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Map of  Meeting Location 
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