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SARA T NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President

This month | would like to mention that we are over half way through the club year. How time goes by when
you are having fun. That being said, the nominations for next year’s board are upon us as well. What a great
way to help YOUR club continue on a successful path and help SARA continue to thrive in the future. | know
that some of you are curious and interested, but not sure if you should or even can be on the Board. Let me tell
you...it is a great way to really get involved and assist you fellow club members. Great ideas come from new
motivated members. So, let me invite you to give it a try. We have plenty of great positions to start out with. A
Director’s position is a great place to get your feet wet. Or...if you have some experience and a little extra time,
one of the other board positions might be a better choice. You never know what great things you can
accomplish until you try. If you would like more information or would like to nominate someone or even
yourself, please email me and | will answer any questions you have. You will not be thrown in the fire. You will
be part of a team that will help you learn and are there to help you succeed. Be a part of the future of SARA
and Amateur Radio in Schenectady County.

Thank you and 73
James MacMurray N2UZQ
SARA President

n2uzq@arrl.net

https://clipartfest.com
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Another New Meeting Location—please note!!

Our regular meeting location (First Reformed Church, Schenectady) will
be undergoing a year-long renovation and will not be available to us until
later this year—possibly by September.

Thanks to Rudy Dehn W2JVF and Darrin Nash KD2LCH, this year’s SARA
meetings will be held in the Fellowship Hall of the First United Methodist
Church, 603 State Street, Schenectady.

SARA General Meeting
Monday, March 6, 2017
7:00 p.m.

“Power Conversion”

Speaker: Ben Sheron, KC20TS

Abstract: This presentation will include an overview of power electronics
and will cover DC-DC and DC-AC conversion, including various circuit
topologies and how to control them. Ben will also discuss different
applications and discuss practical considerations.

Ben Sheron has been a licensed general-class amateur radio operator
(KC20TS) since 2005, when he joined the amateur radio club at RIT
(K2GXT) as an undergrad. His main interests are in power electronics and
controls, and their application in renewable energy and the smart grid.

Meeting Location:

Fellowship Hall, First
United Methodist
Church, 603 State St.,
Schenectady, NY
(note: enter on
Chapel Street)

Directions and
parking: See map on
next page for details.

Cancellations:

If Niskayuna High
School cancels
evening classes and
activities the SARA
meeting will also be
cancelled.

www.niskyschools.org

for school closing
information

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org
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Directions to First United Methodist Church

Parking lot address is 610 (Google shows it as 650) Chapel Street Schenectady NY 12305
Chapel St is a One Way street from Nott Terrace to Lafayette Street. If this lot is full, park across the street.
Enter the building through double doors, take an immediate right, go through another set of double doors,
turn right then left and the Fellowship Hall is on your right (follow signs).

From the East (Colonie, State St Rt 5)
Turn Right onto Nott Terrace then take your first Left onto Chapel Street. Parking lot is on Left.

From the West (Scotia, Glenville, Eire Blvd)

Take State St (Rt 5) to Lafayette St and turn right then immediately turn Left to continue up State St. At Veeder
Ave (Traffic Light) turn Left. Cross over State St (Rt 5) then take the first Left onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on
Left.

From the South (1-890 Exit 5, Broadway, Rotterdam)
Take Broadway North to Millard St and turn Right, First Traffic Light. Millard St becomes Veeder Ave at
Hamilton St (Schenectady FD on Left). Continue over Veeder take first left after State St onto Chapel St.
Parking is on left.

From the North (Union Collage, Niskayuna, Union St)
From Union St, take Nott Terrace South and turn Right onto Chapel St. Parking lot is on Left

See Map on Next Page
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SARA Board Meeting February 14, 2017 at Wendy's, Route 50 Glenville
Present:

James MacMurray, N2UZQ President  Dave Bradshaw, KD2FVM Board Member
Jim Silva, KC2ZVK Vice President Paul Siemers, WY2F Board Member

Jim Stewart, K2PK Secretary

Visitor: Hal Post, AK2E

Meeting opened by President James MacMurray at 6:21 PM.

Secretary’s Report: The Board accepted the minutes of the board meeting of January
11, 2017 as published in SARA News.

Treasurer's Report: The treasurer’s report was not available.

Field Day: Banner layout is a work in progress. Bob Saltzman is working on it.

Trailer Committee: The request for suggestions on how to pay for a new FD trailer was

published in SARA News. There has been no response.

Repeater: Dave Bradshaw reported the work party to rearrange the equipment and
connect the new controller is still to be arranged. Investigation of legal methods of
controlling the repeaters is a work in progress.

Standing Request for SARA News Editor: The board is still looking for a volunteer to
take over this position.

Meeting Room: The February meeting was held in the Clifton Park library. At present
the March meeting is scheduled in the same location. Jim Silva reported on the
possibility of a different meeting location for meetings April through June. Members
are advised to check the web site or the Sunday nets for the location of the next
meeting.

Standing Request for VE Examiners: Dave Bradshaw still needs additional extra class
SARA VE's to be able to conduct the examinations. Nobody has responded so far.

Board Meeting Schedule: The March board meeting is scheduled for March 14, the
second Tuesday of the month at 6 PM at the Glenville Wendy’s.

Nominating Committee: James MacMurray will ask for suggestions for officers and
board members for election at the annual meeting in June.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:11 PM.
Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k?2ae.org

Calendar of Events

March 6 at 7 PM

SARA General Meeting
at First United
Methodist Church,
Schenectady
(Fellowship Hall)

March 14 at 6 PM
SARA Board Meeting
Wendy's Restaurant
13 Saratoga Rd
Glenville, NY

SARA Yahoo Group

Visit the club’s YAHOO
group:

https://groups.yahoo.c
om/neo/groups/sara/i
nfo

SARA Website
Visit the club’s website:

http://www.k2ae.org
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Field Day Trailer needs to be replaced

The SARA board needs your suggestions on how to raise funds to purchase a new (or gently used) trailer for
our field day operations. Please contact a board member with your suggestions. To replace the current trailer
with a new unit of comparable size, the cost will be about $3,000.

SARA YouTube Channel

Did you miss the “Who Invented Morse Code” presentation by Dr. David Hochfelder at the September, 2016
meeting?

Head over to our YouTube Channel and watch it (“control-click on the link):

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUC-IWKYOpj cPdkg17dCJMQ

Who Invented Morse Code?

el i
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This Week in Amateur Radio (TWIAR)

Looking for something to do on a Saturday night?

Tune in to This Week in Amateur Radio on the K2CT repeater (145.190) on most Saturday nights at 9PM. This
Week in Amateur Radio is a weekly news bulletin service dedicated to news and information useful to the
amateur radio community. Along with the news, special segments air regularly that may be of interest to
amateur radio operators. Some segments of interest include the Gateway 160-meter net report, the Random
Access Thought, the Ancient Amateur Archives, and the technology report.

SARA News Editor Position Open!!

We need a new SARA News Editor. If you can use a computer and word processing software,
you are qualified!
Please contact a Board Member for more information about this important (and fun) job.

ARREL 201 7-2018 Contest Dates - Ver 1.0c, 17 Oct 2016

-113Huar'3ét2l1jl?ht ST February 2017

: Ki;a:%ay S 13-17 School Club Roundup

7_8 RTTY Roundup 18-19 Internaticonal DX — CW

21-23 January VHF

March 2017 April 2017

4-5 Iinternational DX— Phone 16 Rookie Roundup — Phonea

June 2017 July 2017

10-12  June VHF 5-9 1ARU HF World Championship

18 Kids Day

24-25 Field Day

August 2017 September 2017

265 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest | 9-10 EME - 2.3 GHz & Up

19-20 10 GHz & Up — Round 1 9-11 September VHF

20 Rookie Roundup — RTTY 16-17 10 GHz & Up - Round 2

October 2017 MNMovember 2017

-5 EME - 50 to 1296 MH=z 4-5 EME - 50 to 12968 MH=zZ

16-20 School Club Roundup 45 Mow. Sweapstakes — CWW
18-20 Mow. Sweepstakes — Phone

December 2017

1-3 180 Meter

9-10 10 Meter

17 Rookie Roundup—CWW
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Topics for Future SARA Meetings?

Your suggestions are welcome!!

If you have a topic that you would like to present, or know of someone who could present a topic of
interest to the club, please contact:
Jim Silva, KC2ZVK at jsilva.ny@gmail.com.

K2AE Repeater Guidelines

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1.

There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the repeater
will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. Conversations should
be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113)

No commercial business use is allowed.

Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a chance for other
users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)

If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding to a
“breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit interference
with emergency traffic.

Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible. Operators are encouraged to use the
minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not appropriate in close
proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. (97.313)

Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission from the
Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: ak2e@arrl.net.

In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other emergencies) control
operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 8 of 11
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Board of Directors/Officers

President

James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzg@arrl.net
Phone: 772-9851

Vice President

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: 877-8032

Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK
Email: k2pk@arrl.net
Phone: 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlongl@earthlink.net
Phone: 399-7454

Director

Craig Wood - W2XAD

Email: w2xad1@verizon.net
Phone: 370-5224

Director
Bob Saltzman - WB2ARK
Email: saltzman@nycap.rr.com

Director

Paul Siemers - WY2F

Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com
Phone: 371-0215

Director
Dave Bradshaw - KD2FVM
Email: kd2fvm@arrl.net

Standing Committees

SARA News
Jim Silva — KC2ZVK
Email: JSilva.NY@gmail.com

Elmer & Antenna Party
Tim Long - W2UI
Email: tlongl@earthlink.net

K2AE Trustee

Hal Post - AK2E
Email: ak2e@arrl.net
Phone: 306-6817

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA

Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: 273-1610

RFI/TVI

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF
Email: w2jvf@juno.com
Phone: 372-6139

Public Service Events
Schenectady County ARES

VE Team
Vacant - Please consider volunteering for this position

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128

http://www.k2ae.org
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Schenectady County Emergency Net

SARA members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net (SCEN) on Sunday
afternoons.

Emergency Coordinator: James MacMurray - N2UZQ

Day of week TIME FREQUENCY MODE
Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB
2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 50.400 AM
3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.430 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 usB
5th Sunday 2:00 PM 223.500 FM Simplex

The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES RACES membership is not required to participate. The purpose of
the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have, and any announcements of general interest.

SARA Needs You!!

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale you would like to include in the SARA
Newsletter, send an email to saranews@k?2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”. Please include
your full name and call sign.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?
Because it makes Tim happy!
SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet? The SARA membership year runs from July
to June and the 2016-2017 dues are due. Please use the form on the last
page or see Tim, W2UI, our Treasurer at the next meeting.
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

__ New Member
____ Renewal

____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount:

Membership Class:
____Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year

New Member Initiation - $5.00/one-time fee in addition to Full dues
(Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

____Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year. Call sign of regular member:

____ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

E-Mail Address:
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Areyouamemberof _ ARRL___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS
Please use a separate form for each member at your address.

Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA General meeting.
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