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SARA | NEWS

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President

| remember an advertisement that claimed its products were "shot from guns".

Now that Labor Day is gone it seems summer was shot by guns and it flew by real fast.

The new year of meetings is upon us and it looks like a new year can be fun.

As you know we will be meeting at the miSci (The Museum of Innovation and Science) for our
1st meeting since the high school will be closed for a holiday. | hope to see you at the miSci
formerly know as the Schenectady Museum and Planetarium on 15 Nott Terrace Heights,
Monday the 14th at 7:00pm.

| thank SMARA and the museum staff for their extreme hospitality to us to help us hold our
meeting. | hope to see you there!

de W2XAD

The Broughton Award Winner is...

Lee Hatfield, K2HAT

Congratulations Lee!
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SARA General Meeting

Monday, September 14, 2015, 7:00 pm, at the Museum of
Innovation and Science - miSci

The 2015 Field Day Experience T T

SARA meetings are held

ATTENTION: DATE AND LOCATION CHANGE! in the Little Theatre of
Since school will be closed for a holiday, September’s General Meeting will RISV e=Rallelg
be held on Monday September 14th. School on Balltown
The meeting location has also changed, it will be held at the miSci (The
Museum of Innovation and Science, formerly know as the Schenectady
Museum).

Road unless otherwise
noted.

Attendees should enter
the school through the
cafeteria entrance
located on the side of
the school, adjacent to

Tim Long and James MacMurray will
speak about the 2015 Field Day

) . . . BROUGHTON MEMORIAL
experience including a slide show

with pictures. FIEé'gl DAY the Nott Street
K2 5 Extension school parking
The meeting will be held at the miSci AE W2IR Jot.

(The Museum of Innovation and
Science, formerly know as the
Schenectady Museum), 15 Nott

Terrace Heights, in the upstairs meeting room. Cancellations

Directions at http://www.schenectadymuseum.org/info/info.php If Niskayuna High School
cancels evening classes

You don’t want to miss this meeting. Please plan to attend. and activities the SARA
meeting will also be
cancelled.

Sara Dues Reminder o oo s.0ra
for school closing
information.

2015 - 2016 Membership Dues are Due

The SARA membership year runs from July to June and the
2015-2016 dues are due. The September meeting would be a great
time to pay your dues and get current.

Please use the form on the last page or see Tim, W2UI, our
Treasurer at the September meeting.
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SARA Board Meeting

Meeting Minutes
SARA Annual Meeting June 1, 2015 at Niskayuna HS

Present: 25 members in attendance including Officers and
Board

Craig Wood W2XAD President

James MacMurray N2UZQ Board Member
Jim Stewart, K2PK Secretary

Tim Long, W2UI Treasurer

Paul Siemers WY2F Board Member

John Comanzo KD2FVN Board Member

Meeting opened by President Wood at 7:03 PM.

Public Service Events announced by Tony Pazzola
W2BEJ.

Treasurer's Report by Treasurer Tim Long. Moved,
seconded, and carried to accept.

Election of Officers and Board Members: Moved,
seconded, and carried to add Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM to
the slate of board members. Moved, seconded and carried
to have the secretary cast a single ballot for the following
slate for the 2015/2016 fiscal year:

Craig Wood W2XAD President

Jim Silva KC2ZVK Vice President

Jim Stewart, K2PK Secretary

Tim Long, W2UI Treasurer

Paul Siemers WY2F Board Member

John Comanzo KD2FVN Board Member

James MacMurray N2UZQ Board Member

Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM Board member

Broughton Award presented by President Craig Wood to
Lee Hatfield K2HAT.

Thanks expressed by Bob Saltzman WB2ARK to John
Comanzo KD2FVN for his fine work publishing the SARA
News this past year.

Field Day plans presented by James MacMurray N2UZQ
and Tim Long W2UI. A video of the 1938 SARA Field Day
operation was shown.

Meeting Adjourned 8:14 PM.

Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org

September 14 at 7PM
SARA General Meeting

September 9 at 7PM
SARA Board Meeting

September 13 (Sunday)

Saratoga County R.A.C.E.S

Association

7 am -2 pm

http://www.wa2umx.net/
Hamfest 2009.html

Visit the club’s website at:
http://www.k2ae.org
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BY REBECCA iSENHART
Gazette Reporter

NISKAYUNA — During the weekend of

June 27-28, tucked just out of sight on Ag~

ueduct Road in Niskayuna, amateur radio
enthusiasts from across Schenectady County
gathered to celebrate a hobby that people
frequently encounter but rarely recognize.

The first dispatches from a disaster that
news crews haven't reached yet, storm re-
potts fed through a chain of trained spotters,
health and wellness messages spread during
a crisis when cell towers are jammed: These
are the sorts of services amateur radio oper-
ators provide. And all across North America
for a24-hour period during the fourth week—
end in June, they practiced.

It was all part of the annual ARRL field
day, a combination test run and on-the-air
contest with more than 35,000 participants.
They mainly broadcast from the United
States and Canada, but a few amateur radio
operators — hams, as they’re called — have
sprouted in parts of Mexico, too.

“We’re practicing for an emergency,”
said Tim Long, an amateur radio operator
of more than 50 years who participated in
the Niskayuna field day.

The goal of the field day is to set up an-
tennas and other equipment, then make as
many contacts with other radio operators as
possible for a full day. All the equipment is
meant to be portable and versatile, able to
run on generator or battery power in case
the electrical grid breaks down.

The late-June event, in which operators
expected to contact about 2,000 people, also
represented a partnership between two local
clubs: SARA, the Schenectady Amateur Ra-
dio Association, and SMARA, the Schenect-
ady Museum Amateur Radio Association.
It was the first time in either club’s history
they partnered for the field day.

Each participant has a story about the mo-
ment he or she started fiddling with a radio.
For SARA President Craig Wood, it started
when he was a teenager.

“There was a blackout in 1965,” he said.
“A lot of radio stations locally went off the
air.”

His dad used the opportunity to teach
Wood about radio frequencies, and the
conversation piqued his curiosity. Not
long after, Wood earned his amateur radio
operator’s license.

All amateur radio operators have to be
licensed in order to go on air, but SARA
and SMARA members insist it's not hard
to do, especially with all the local support
available.

“Basically it's a matter of taking the test,”
which costs about $15, participant Dave
Bradshaw said while his fellow operators
set up antennae and picnic supplies on the
morning of June 27.

Bradshaw noted that many people think
amateur radio operators need to know

Morse code to pass the first test and become

http://www.k2ae.org
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lateur radio operators converge

ERICA M!LLER/GAZETTE PHOT OGRAPHER

Above, George Burns of Glenville, call number W2SFD, sets up a wire antenna
at the National Amateur Radio Field Day at the Niskayuna Community Center
Pavilion. Tony Pazzola of Loudonville, cali number W2VEJ, below left, and Pat
Tebano of Niskayuna, call number KC2WLR, below right, do what they love.

atechnician,butthat’s notthe case; that re-
quirement was dropped.

There are three levels of expertise and
broadcasting privilege available to amateur
operators, each test a bit tougher than the
last, but the field day participants said it’s
easy to advance when there’s support.

“That encourages you to go further in the
hobby, to do more,” Bradshaw said.

Bradshaw added that he had just gotten
his technician’s license 18 months prior to
the field day, but his friends in the Sche-
nectady clubs had helped him to advance
quickly. He now holds the highest rank, the
Amateur Extra license, which allows him to
broadcast inall modes and bands.

Farning a license also lands each operator
his or her own call sign, a sort of secondary
identification that becomes well-known to
friends locally, as well as to other frequent
fliers on-air. Each club also has its own call
sign, both of which were donated by local
radiolegends, father-and-son duo Henry and
William Broughton.

The hobby, like the field day, has a strong
social aspect to it: husbands and wives, old

friends, grandfathers and fathers and sons

all tend to pass the fascination on. Several

saranews@k2ae.org

members of both Schenectady clubs said
theirteenage and younger family members
had picked up the hobby — and with STEM
initiatives in vogue at many schools, kids
tend not to be daunted by the prospect of
tinkering with electronics.

But underlying all the fun of hobbying
and picnicking through the night in Niska-
yuna, the radio operators are keenly aware
of the responsibilities that come with their
licenses.

“In order to keep the frequencies we're
allocated, we're able to step in and provide
this emergency communications network,”
Bradshaw said.

“They don’t give us these frequencies
out of the goodness of their hearts,” Long
added.

Correction

An article in the June 26 edition of Your
Niskayuna misstated Pastor Derek
Lecakes’ affiliation. He is affiliated with
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod,
not the Evangehcal Lytheran Church in
Amenca
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Hal Post AK2E wins the Grand O’ Ham
Award

2015 Hudson Division Award winners are:

Rachel Weiss AJ4AWD — Amateur of the Year
Bruce Baccaro K2ULZ — Amateur of the Year
John Melfi W2HCB — Amateur of the Year

Hal Post AK2E — Grand O’ Ham

Jay Buscemi NY2NY — Grand OI' Hamd

Blair Hearth KD2EPA — Technical Achievement

Please join me in congratulating them and please support their
achievement by joining them at the 2015 Hudson Division Awards Luncheon
on November 8, 2015.

For more information, visit http://hudson.arrl.org/2015-division-awards-winners/

K2AE 147.06 MHz Repeater Goes
Streaming

The K2AE 147.06 MHz Repeater is now being streamed on SARA’s website. Just visit the website
at http://k2ae.org page and the audio feed is on the top right of each page. Now you can listen
with or without a radio, all you need is an Internet connection.

Saratoga County Hamfest

The Saratoga County Hamfest will be held SUNDAY, September 13, from 7 am until 2 pm. It all
happens at the Saratoga County Fairgrounds, 162 Prospect Street in Ballston Spa.

Admission: $10.00

Bring your gently used ham gear as well as your treasured boat anchors to sell, or bring your
wallet and shop for that gear you've been looking for. There will be lots of buying and selling
opportunities, and KJI Electronics will be there with new equipment and accessories.

There's a VE test session at 9 am at the Cooperative Extension (Solar) Building, 50 West High
Street (Rt 67 west) in Ballston Spa, 12020.
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What does the Pope and Amateur Radio
have in Common?

Pope Francis visits the United States September 22 — 27 and amateur radio will be part of the
celebration. Throughout the 6 day event (September 23 0000Z — September 28 0000Z), six
special event amateur radio stations will be on the air to commemorate the event.

Call signs from the Washington, DC area will be K3P and N4P. From New York and New Jersey
the call will be K2P. W3FRC/WMF will be on the air from southeastern Pennsylvania and W3P
will be on the air in Philadelphia. WM3PEN, also of Philadelphia, will join in Thursday evening at
8 PM EST (Friday 0000 GMT).

Four unique QSL cards will be available along with a certificate to mark this special and historic
event. A website is being established for QSL and certificate information. Early information and
links can be found on the WM3PEN grz.com website.

The Washington, DC operations are being coordinated by the Jim Nitzberg, WX3B of the
Potomac Valley Radio Club (pvrc.org).

The southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey operations are under the direction of Ron
Sigismonti, N3RS of the Frankford Radio Club (gofrc.org).

The New York activity is being coordinated by John Melfi, W2HCB of the Great South Bay
Amateur Radio Club (gsbarc.org). W3P efforts on the air are being coordinated by Joe Leone,
KA3LKM (grz.com/db/w3p). WM3PEN operations are being coordinated by Bob Josuweit,
WA3BPZO, and the Holmesburg Amateur Radio Club (harcnet.org).

The Pope arrives at Joint Base Andrews on September 22 and begins his visit in Washington,
D.C. with a meeting with President Obama on Wednesday, September 23. He delivers a speech
to a joint session of Congress on Thursday, September 24. On Friday he attends a meeting of
the United Nations General Assembly in New York and participates in a multi-religious service at
the 9/11 Memorial and Museum at the World Trade Center. On Saturday he gives a speech at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia and concludes his visit to the U.S. with an outdoor mass in
front of the Philadelphia Museum of Art on Sunday, September 27.

Listen to the “Special Amateur Radio Stations Will Operate During Papal Visit” radio interview by
Mark Abrams of KYW News radio in Philadelphia, http://cbsloc.al/1F8yhPZ

Certificate and QSL information:
http://qrz.com/db/WM3PEN
http://grz.com/db/K2P
http://qrz.com/db/W3P
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K2AE Repeaters Guidelines

K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.

1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times. If there is no control operator, the
repeater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)

Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.

Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy.
Conversations should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113)

No commercial business use is allowed.

Pause a few seconds between transmissions. The repeater will recycle. This gives a
chance for other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)

6. If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic. Yielding
to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy. New York State and Federal law prohibit
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible. Operators are encouraged to
use the minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not
appropriate in close proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting.
(97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission
from the Trustee is obtained. Please forward requests to: ak2e @arrl.net.

9. Inthe event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other
emergencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Silent Key, Ivan D Stillwell - WA20IZ
July 8, 1928 - September 3, 2015

Ivan D. Stillwell, 87, of Melbourne, Florida passed away Thursday, September 3, 2015. lvan
was born July 8, 1928 in Amsterdam, NY.

Ivan leaves behind his wife, Beverly; sons, Craig of Albany, NY and Lee of West Palm Bay,
Florida.

Ivan retired from General Electric.

Ivan was an active member of SARA for many years. He was one of the founders and a
Charter Member of the Electric City Chapter 10 - 10 International.

http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Ilvan-
Stillwell&lc=4467&pid=175744170&mid=6582168
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1 If you can help out with one of these events please contact Tony Pazzola - W2BEJ for

' more information.

: Note: You don’t need to own a radio to participate in one of the Public Service

' Events. The club can supply a radio to use.

Sept 12 Mud Run (RAID Series)

Sept 19 Bike MS: Hudson River Ramble

1 Sept 27 Dunkin Run (Bagel Run), Albany JCC

. Sept 27 Arsenal Run, Watervliet
1
1

' Oct 11 Mohawk Hudson River Marathon

: Oct 30 Pumpkin Patrol (Bridges on the NYS Thruway)

+ Oct 31 Pumpkin Patrol (Bridges on the NYS Thruway)

' Nov 8 Stockade-athon, Schenectady

: Nov 21 Schenectady Christmas (HOLIDAY) parade

List subject to change. More information and updates to follow.

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org

Sept 26 Race For Hope, 5K Race For Cancer, Slingerlands
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Board of Directors/Officers

President

Craig Wood - W2XAD
Email: w2xad1@verizon.net
Phone: 370-5224

Vice President

Jim Silva - KC2ZVK

Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com
Phone: 877-8032

Secretary

James Stewart - K2PK
Email: k2pk@arrl.net
Phone: 399-1867

Treasurer

Tim Long - W2UI

Email: tlong1@earthlink.net
Phone: 399-7454

Director

Paul Siemers - WY2F

Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com
Phone: 371-0215

Director

James MacMurray - N2UZQ
Email: n2uzg@arrl.net
Phone: 772-9851

Director
John Comanzo - KD2FVN
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net

Director
Dave Bradshaw - KD2FVM
Email: kd2fvm@arrl.net

http://www.k2ae.org
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Standing Committees
SARA News
John Comanzo - KD2FVN
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net

Elmer & Antenna Party
Tim Long - W2UI
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net

K2AE Trustee

Hal Post - AK2E
Email: ak2e@arrl.net
Phone: 306-6817

Repeater

Scott Krone - N2YCA
Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com
Phone: 273-1610

RFI/TVI

Rudy Dehn - W2JVF
Email: w2jvf@juno.com
Phone: 372-6139

Public Service Events
Tony Pazzola - W2BEJ

VE Team
Al Kozakiewicz - AB2ZY
Email: akozak@hourglass.com

FCC Exam Registration
Phone: (518) 604-4128
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Schenectady County Emergency Net

SARA members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons.

EMERGENCY COORDINATOR: JAMES MACMURRAY - N2UZQ

DAY OF WEEK TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater
Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater
1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 50.400 AM

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.430 FM Simplex
4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM 223.500 FM Simplex

The nets are open to all amateurs. ARES RACES membership is not required to participate.
The purpose of the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have and any
announcements of general interest.

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale
you would like to include in the SARA Newsletter, send an email
to saranews @k2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”.
Please include your full name and call sign.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”?

Because it makes Tim happy!

SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet? The SARA membership
year runs from July to June and the 2015-2016 dues
are due. Please use the form on the last page or see
Tim, W2UI, our Treasurer at the next meeting.
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

____New Member

Renewal

____Donation to the Repeater Fund. Amount:

Membership Class:
___ Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year

____New Member Initiation - $5.00/one time fee in addition to Full dues
(Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

____Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year. Call sign of regular member:

___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): License Class:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

E-Mail Address:
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Areyouamemberof _ ARRL___ ARES___ RACES ___NTS

Please use a separate form for each member at your address.
Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:

Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA
General meeting.

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page 11 of 11


http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

