
SARA Newsletter June 2015

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page �  of �1 12

SARA NEWS 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President 

Wow!  The Broughton's should be proud.  Two clubs with the Broughton's call signs will be 
working together.  W2IR and K2AE will be doing field day.

It will be a proud moment for both clubs as they both fought the odds and came out stronger.  
There was very hard work done by so many to make this endeavor possible.

I can't name names because we may forget someone but rest assured every one put their 
dues in on this.

All of you have shown so much drive and passion for field day that I am stunned.  I know that 
all are great hams at heart and I am humbled by your commitment to the hobby and to each 
other.

To me you are all of The Best!  I am the luckiest man alive.

73 and blessings to all of you! de W2XAD

The Broughton Award nominations are in 
and the award goes to… 
.--. .-.. . .- ... .     .--- --- .. -.     ..- ...     .- -     - .... .     .--- ..- -. .     
-- . . - .. -. --.     - ---     ..-. .. -. -..     --- ..- -     .-- .... ---      
.-- .. .-.. .-..     .-. . -.-. . .. ...- .     - .... .     .- .-- .- .-. -..     ·-·-·-
If your morse code skills are rusty and you are having trouble decoding the above message, 
then please join us at the June Meeting to find out who will receive the award.

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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Meeting Location 

SARA meetings are held 
in the Little Theatre of 
the Niskayuna High 
School on Balltown 
Road unless otherwise 
noted.   

Attendees should enter 
the school through the 
cafeteria entrance 
located on the side of 
the school, adjacent to 
the Nott Street 
Extension school parking 
lot. 

Cancellations 

If Niskayuna High School 
cancels evening classes 
and activities the SARA 
meeting will also be 
cancelled.   

www.niskyschools.org 
for school closing 
information. 

Annual Elections, Broughton Award 
and Field Day Plans
The June meeting is our annual business meeting, including our 
annual election of Board Members and Officers, as well as the 
Broughton Award and other recognitions.  Final plans for Field Day 
will also be discussed.

Officers and Board of Directors Nominations for 2015–2016 are:

President: Craig Wood W2XAD  
Vice President: Jim Silva KC2ZVK 
Secretary: Jim Stewart K2PK 
Treasurer: Tim Long W2UI 
Board Member: Paul Siemers WY2F 
Board Member: James MacMurray N2UZQ 
Board Member: John Comanzo KD2FVN  
Board Member: Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM

Please plan to attend.

SARA General Meeting 
Monday, June 1, 2015, 7:00 pm, Niskayuna High School

Thank You for Volunteering! 
A big "Thank You" to those who volunteered to help with the Niska-
Day parade on Saturday, May 16th:

Sid - W2SID, who served as Net Control

Clark - KG2AO

Richard - W2REG

Hans - K2HCO

David - KD2CDH

It was very much appreciated by Millie - KB2SWR who served as 
coordinator for this event.  It was also very much appreciated by the 
Parade Committee.

http://www.k2ae.org
http://www.niskyschools.org
http://www.niskyschools.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA Board Meeting 
May Meeting Minutes 
May	
  13,	
  2015  

Present: 
Craig Wood W2XAD President

Jim Silva KC2ZVK Vice President

Jim Stewart, K2PK Secretary

Tim Long, W2UI Treasurer

Paul Siemers WY2F Board Member

John Comanzo KD2FVN Board Member

James MacMurray N2UZQ Board Member


Visitors:  Dave Bradshaw KD2FVM


Meeting opened by President Wood at 7:02 PM.


Secretary’s Report:  The Board accepted as published.


Treasurer's Report:  Reported by Treasurer Tim Long and 
accepted by the board.


Public Service Events:  Coming events were reported by 
James MacMurray.


Nominating Committee Report:  The status of Board 
and Officer nominations was reported by Craig Wood.


Field Day:  The organization meeting for Field Day was 
held at the museum.  The entry will be in class 6A.  
Another planning meeting is scheduled for May 23 at the 
Field Day site.


New Business:  The annual business meeting of the club 
will be held at the regular June meeting.


Meeting Adjourned at 8:28 PM.


Submitted by Secretary Jim Stewart K2PK


Calendar of Events  

June 1 at 7PM  
SARA General Meeting


June 10 at 7PM 
SARA Board Meeting


June 27 - 28 
Field Day!


Upcoming Hamfests 

May 31 
Mt. Beacon Hamfest 
Fishkill NY 
8 am - 2 pm 
http://wr2abb.org/home/
wp-content/uploads/
2014/08/2015-hamfest-
Flyer-May.pdf


September 13 
Saratoga County R.A.C.E.S 
Association 
7 am - 2 pm 
http://www.wa2umx.net/
_Hamfest_2009.html 

Website 

Visit the club’s website at:
http://www.k2ae.org

http://wr2abb.org/home/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/2015-hamfest-Flyer-May.pdf
http://www.wa2umx.net/_Hamfest_2009.html
http://www.k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://wr2abb.org/home/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/2015-hamfest-Flyer-May.pdf
http://www.wa2umx.net/_Hamfest_2009.html
http://www.k2ae.org
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FIELD DAY 2015, JUNE 27th and 28th 
IT’S FIELD DAY TIME AGAIN!
Once again it is time to brave the elements, the bugs, 
the QRM, etc., and enjoy the fun of being with your 
fellow hams while operating away from the home station.  
This year’s Field Day is Saturday, June 27 and Sunday, 
June 28 at the Niskayuna Community Center Park 
located behind the Niskayuna Community Center on 
Aqueduct Road.

The club has a modern 10 KW commercial generator 
(your club dues at work!).  This generator has been tested and should be ready to provide us 
with all the power we need in a small, fuel efficient package.  We will be running class 6A plus 
a Get-on-the-Air (GOTA) station.  Free food, snacks, and soft drinks will be provided by the 
club for those who participate (who says there’s no free lunch!).

Want to get involved but don’t feel like operating, we need help with setup, teardown, cooking, 
and miscellaneous other jobs.  Site setup will begin on the afternoon of Friday, June 26.  
Teardown will begin shortly after noon on Sunday and will continue for at least several hours.  
If you can pull on a rope or hold a pole-WE NEED YOU!  Logging is by computer and is easy 
to use.

For those who like to operate, there are plenty of 
opportunities to do so.  We will have six complete 
stations set up under the pavilion, 6 on the air at a 
time.  Depending on your operating preference 
these can be used on SSB, CW or digital.  You don’t 
have to be a “contester” to participate.  We 
especially need operators after dark, so if you’re a 
“night owl” and want to have some fun please come 
join us.  If you are a new licensee (or an old timer 
who’s feeling rusty), this is the perfect opportunity to 
get on the air and get some experience.

Even if you don’t want to operate and are unable to 
help with the setup or teardown, please come join us.  Renew old friendships in person (the 
only tweeting here is coming from the speakers of the rigs).  The idea is to get out and have 
fun.  As a side benefit, we test our operating skills and preparation for emergency 
communications work.

If you can help, please contact this year’s Field Day co-
chairmen, Jim MacMurray, N2UZQ or Tim Long, W2UI.  

So, what are you waiting for?  Mark it on your calendar 
now.  Tell your boss you need to have those dates off 
and give James or Tim a call now and ask how you can 
help.

See you at Field Day!

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org
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DAYTON HAMVENTION 2015 

Antje ( N2OMA ) and I had a great time at Dayton with friends at and after the convention.

N8NF once again beat me at the rib eating contest on Saturday evening but only by a half rib!

Next year I will have Antje ask him a lot of questions during the competition.  

Other fantastic news from Dayton was that for $20 I got Antje a brand new Icom 7600.

She got the 2nd place door prize!

73

Hal and Antje

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org
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K2AE Repeaters Guidelines 
K2AE Repeaters are open and visitor friendly.
1. There will be a control operator monitoring at all times.  If there is no control operator, the 

repeater will be unavailable. (97.103 and 97.105)
2. Control operators will not discourage anyone from using the repeater.
3. Conduct on the repeaters should be governed by common sense and courtesy. 

Conversations should be in plain language and suitable for all listeners. (97.112 and .113)
4. No commercial business use is allowed.
5. Pause a few seconds between transmissions.  The repeater will recycle.  This gives a 

chance for other users or emergency traffic to call in. (Give even a longer pause in Winter.)
6. If someone calls “Break”, operators will yield the frequency for emergency traffic.  Yielding 

to a “breaking” or new station is common courtesy.  New York State and Federal law prohibit 
interference with emergency traffic.

7. Operators are encouraged to use simplex whenever possible.  Operators are encouraged to 
use the minimum power necessary to maintain clear contact, i.e. 50 Watts or more is not 
appropriate in close proximity to the repeater when 1 or 5 watts achieve full quieting. 
(97.313)

8. Use of the repeater for non-SARA public service events is prohibited unless permission 
from the Trustee is obtained.  Please forward requests to: ak2e@arrl.net.

9. In the event of an emergency (SKYWARN, flooding, weather conditions or other 
emergencies) control operators will turn the repeater on if it is down.

Tour de Cure Save the Date 
June 7th, 2015 
This event is the 2nd largest Tour de Cure in the United States!
Be a part of it.
If you can help out with this event please contact Lee, WB2NSC at lpalmer@capital.net.

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:lpalmer@capital.net
http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:ak2e@arrl.net
mailto:ak2e@arrl.net
mailto:lpalmer@capital.net
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2015 PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 
If you can help out with one of these events please contact Tony Pazzola - W2BEJ for 
more information.

Note:  You don’t need to own a radio to participate in one of the Public Service 
Events.  The club can supply a radio to use.

May 3    Schenectady Crop Walk
May 3    Literacy Run/Walk, RPI Tech Park
May 16  Niska Day
May 20  Scotia Parade, Mohawk Ave, Scotia
May 21  Rotterdam Parade
May 21  CDPHP Workforce Team Challenge, Albany
May 22  Maplewood Parade
May 25  Watervliet Parade, Watervliet

May 30  Freihofer's Run for Women

June 7  Tour de Cure

June 7  Run For Help, Goff Middle School, East Greenbush

July 4  Alplaus Parade

Sept 12 Mud Run (RAID Series)

Sept 19 Bike MS: Hudson River Ramble

Sept 26 Race For Hope, 5K Race For Cancer, Slingerlands

Sept 27 Dunkin Run (Bagel Run), Albany JCC

Sept 27 Arsenal Run, Watervliet

Oct 11 Mohawk Hudson River Marathon

Oct 30 Pumpkin Patrol (Bridges on the NYS Thruway)

Oct 31 Pumpkin Patrol (Bridges on the NYS Thruway)

Nov 8 Stockade-athon, Schenectady 

List subject to change.  More information and updates to follow.

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SMARA'S ANNUAL PICNIC 
(The All Clubs Picnic) 

When:  Saturday, August 8, 2015
Time:   11:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Where: Shaker Road Loudonville Fire Department #2,  
             147 Old Niskayuna Road, Colonie NY 
             (Pavilion is out back; kind of out of sight)

Please bring your favorite side dish.

SMARA will supply burgers, hotdogs, 
soda and water.

Door prizes for everyone.

50/50 drawing.

Award to the Club with the most 
members attending.

Award to the Group with the most 
members attending  
(ARES, RACES, Skywarn, QCWA, 
Mars).

Playground for kids

All amateurs, radio clubs, and other 
radio hobbyists are invited.

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org
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Equipment For Sale from the Estate of K2OL – Joe Bialon
SUGGESTED PRICES OR BEST OFFER

Kenwood TS-940s - 160-10 mtr transceiver  $750  
   - (250-watts, w/internal AC PS and tuner) 
Matching Kenwood SP-940 speaker  $50 or incl w/TS-940  
Kenwood MC-85 microphone w/ compression  $60 or incl w/TS-940
Alliance HD-73 Rotator Control Box AND  $20 ** 
Alliance Rotator still on homemade 40-50-ft tower  ????
Heathkit SWR/Power meter  $10
Kenwood TM-271 2-meter mobile FM transceiver  $85 (sold?) 
Azden PCS-6000H 2-meter mobile FM transceiver  $40
Pyramid 13.8-volt, 25-amp power supply  $35  
Pyramid 13.8-volt, 12-amp power supply  $20
Kenwood TR-2600 2-meter HT w/batt & charger  $35  
2- Kenwood TR-2500 + batts (unknown condition)  $40?
Computer (or Radio) Desk  $35
Dell DCP slim tower computer w/Windows XP  $40
Eico Model 1050 Battery Charger/Eliminator  $5  
Eico Model 147 Signal Tracer  $10
Norelco AM-FM-Shortwave Radio  $10
Heathkit Transistor Tester  $10  
Micronta FET volt-ohm-milliamp meter  $5  
Unknown solid-state multi-tester  $5
Homemade 40-50-ft tower  ????  
Ringo Ranger on 40-ft homemade mast  $15 **
11-element 2-meter beam on tower  $20 **  
30-ft (approx.) homemade mast  ????

IF INTERESTED – MAKE AN OFFER.  CONTACT:
Peter Miller – W2BEW at petermil@verizon.net or (518) 893-7484 

** These will be difficult to take down. Contact me for pictures. 

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
mailto:petermil@verizon.net
mailto:petermil@verizon.net
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Board of Directors/Officers 

President 
Craig Wood - W2XAD 
Email: w2xad1@verizon.net 
Phone: 370-5224


Vice President 
Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 
Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com 
Phone: 877-8032


Secretary 
James Stewart - K2PK 
Email: k2pk@arrl.net 
Phone: 399-1867


Treasurer  
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 
Phone: 399-7454


Director  
Paul Siemers - WY2F 
Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 371-0215


Director  
James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
Email: n2uzq@hotmail.com 
Phone: 772-9851


Director  
John Comanzo - KD2FVN 
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net


Director  
Hans Olsen - KD2FJL 
Email: olsenh625@strose.edu 
Phone: 632-1093


Standing Committees 

SARA News 
John Comanzo - KD2FVN 
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net


Elmer & Antenna Party 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net


K2AE Trustee 
Hal Post - AK2E 
Email: ak2e@arrl.net 
Phone: 306-6817


Repeater 
Scott Krone - N2YCA 
Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 273-1610


RFI/TVI 
Rudy Dehn - W2JVF 
Email: w2jvf@juno.com 
Phone: 372-6139


Public Service Events 
Tony Pazzola - W2BEJ


VE Team 
Al Kozakiewicz - AB2ZY 
Email: akozak@hourglass.com


FCC Exam Registration 
Phone: (518) 604-4128

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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Schenectady County Emergency Net 
SARA members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net 
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons.

EMERGENCY COORDINATOR:  JAMES MACMURRAY - N2UZQ

DAY OF WEEK TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 50.400 AM

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.430 FM Simplex

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM 223.500 FM Simplex

The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES RACES membership is not required to participate.  
The purpose of the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have and any 
announcements of general interest.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”? 
Because it makes Tim happy!


SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet?  The SARA membership 
year runs from July to June and the 2015-2016 dues 
are due.  Please use the form on the last page or see 
Tim, W2UI, our Treasurer at the next meeting.

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale 
you would like to include in the SARA Newsletter, send an email 
to saranews@k2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”.  
Please include your full name and call sign.

SARA NEEDS YOU!

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org?subject=
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org?subject=
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

___ New Member
___ Renewal
___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: ________________________

Membership Class:
___ Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year
___ New Member Initiation - $5.00/one time fee in addition to Full dues
      (Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

___ Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year.  Call sign of regular member: _____________
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): ________________ License Class: _________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Are you a member of ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS

Please use a separate form for each member at your address.

Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA 
General meeting.

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

