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SARA NEWS 
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

P.O. Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

A Message from the President 

As I was listening on the repeater I had been thinking of warmer weather, so with wife in tow 
we took a day trip.

I was so totally taken by surprise on how good the sunshine felt.  That damned numbing cold 
and lack of sun sure did take the energy out of me but today was a great recharge of the 
batteries.

My mind wandered to warm weather, antenna projects and Field day.

Yes it IS March but the the 3 months following that will go by so fast that it can surprise you.

If we can start planning now it can be easier.

Any one with an idea can bring it up to at a club meeting.  That is where you have a captive 
audience and we can't run away.

I hope to see all of you on Monday the 2nd.

If someone up there is listening, Please no snow for that Monday! 

73 de W2XAD

Field Day Volunteers are Needed! 
Volunteers are needed for the Field Day Committee. 
This year Field Day is June 27-28.  Set up starts on June 26th.
The location will be the same as last year at the Community Center Pavilion on Aqueduct Rd.
To volunteer, please contact Tim Long - W2UI.

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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Meeting Location 

SARA meetings are held 
in the Little Theatre of 
the Niskayuna High 
School on Balltown 
Road unless otherwise 
noted.   

Attendees should enter 
the school through the 
cafeteria entrance 
located on the side of 
the school, adjacent to 
the Nott Street 
Extension school parking 
lot. 

Cancellations 

If Niskayuna High School 
cancels evening classes 
and activities the SARA 
meeting will also be 
cancelled.   

www.niskyschools.org 
for school closing 
information. 

“The 22 Pound DXpedition 
  (or SOTA for Geezers)”
How little equipment is necessary to make contacts (on HF)?  
Typically, as hams we think we need 100 watt transmitters at a 
minimum and huge antennas.  How do we power transceivers for 
portable work?  In this talk, we will compare power density for 
various batteries, discuss selecting a transceiver and an antenna for 
portable operations.  A key trade-off is weight vs. power...just how 
much do you want to schlep?  We will discuss various portable 
operations and DXpedition basics (e.g., foreign licensing, and 
operations, remote operating opportunities).

Our Speaker:  John Fritze, K2QY 
Prior to his Amateur Radio “career” John was involved with Albany 
County REACT, and served as Vice President.

He was first licensed in 1978 as Novice 
(WA2TQW), became General, then Advanced 
within the year.  He became Extra Class in 
1981.  His call has been KB2CR since about 
1980, and K2QY since 2003.

He has served as president and director AARA multiple times since 
the early 1980s.  He was one of the first VEs in the country (1984).  

He is currently on the board of directors of the AARA and president 
of ACACES.  He has conducted ARRL, FEMA & NWS training, and 
is the Northern District Emergency Coordinator (ENY Section).

SARA General Meeting 
Monday March 2, 2015, 7:00 pm 

http://www.k2ae.org
http://www.niskyschools.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.niskyschools.org
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Calendar of Events  

March 2 at 7PM  
SARA General Meeting 

March 11 at 7PM 
SARA Board Meeting


Upcoming Hamfests 

March 14 
Saratoga Swapfest 
8 am to 12 pm 
www.w2wcr.org/events/
saratoga-swapfest-2015


May 9 
East Greenbush Amateur 
Radio Association 
8 am to 1 pm 
http://www.w2egb.org/
w2egb%20hamfest.html


September 13 
Saratoga County R.A.C.E.S 
Association 
7 am - 2 pm 
http://www.wa2umx.net/
_Hamfest_2009.html


Silent Keys


John Ericson Sr., W2BJS 
January 22, 2015


Website 

Visit the club’s website at:
http://www.k2ae.org

SARA Board Meeting 
February Meeting Minutes 
February	
  11,	
  2015 

Present:	
  
Craig	
  Wood,	
  W2XAD	
  -­‐	
  President	
  
Jim	
  Silva,	
  KC2ZVK	
  -­‐	
  Vice	
  President	
  
Jim	
  Stewart,	
  K2PK	
  -­‐	
  Secretary	
  
Tim	
  Long,	
  W2UI	
  -­‐	
  Treasurer	
  
Paul	
  Siemers,	
  WY2F	
  -­‐	
  Board	
  Member	
  
John	
  Comanzo,	
  KD2FVN	
  -­‐	
  Board	
  Member	
  

Visitors:	
  	
  Hal	
  Post,	
  AK2E	
  

Mee7ng	
  opened	
  by	
  President	
  Wood	
  at	
  7:01	
  PM.	
  

Secretary’s	
  Report:	
  	
  The	
  Board	
  accepted	
  as	
  published.	
  

Treasurer's	
  Report:	
  	
  Reported	
  by	
  Treasurer	
  Tim	
  Long	
  and	
  
accepted	
  by	
  the	
  board.	
  

Repeater	
  Update:	
  	
  Report	
  by	
  Hal	
  Post	
  on	
  problems	
  with	
  the	
  
repeaters.	
  

Field	
  Day:	
  	
  Review	
  of	
  FD	
  by	
  Tim	
  Long	
  with	
  discussion.	
  	
  
Volunteers	
  are	
  needed	
  for	
  the	
  Field	
  Day	
  commiWee.	
  

Broughton	
  Award:	
  	
  Submit	
  nominaXons	
  to	
  Craig	
  Wood.	
  

New	
  Business:	
  	
  None	
  

Mee7ng	
  Adjourned	
  8:15	
  PM.	
  
SubmiWed	
  by	
  Secretary	
  Jim	
  Stewart,	
  K2PK	
  

http://www.w2wcr.org/events/saratoga-swapfest-2015
http://www.w2egb.org/w2egb%20hamfest.html
http://www.wa2umx.net/_Hamfest_2009.html
http://www.k2ae.org
http://www.w2wcr.org/events/saratoga-swapfest-2015
http://www.w2egb.org/w2egb%20hamfest.html
http://www.wa2umx.net/_Hamfest_2009.html
http://www.k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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Emergency Preparedness Exercise 
The Warren County Public Health needs your help.  On March 12th, 2015 from 
4:00-6:00pm at the Queensbury Community Center, which is located on Bay Road in 
Queensbury, Warren County Public Health will be conducting an Emergency Preparedness 
Exercise as required by New York State Department of Health.

The purpose of the exercise is to test Public Health’s capacity to conduct a Medical Counter 
Measures (MCM) Point of Dispensing campaign during a large scale disease outbreak.  By 
conducting a full scale exercise, Public Health will be able to activate and evaluate most of the 
components if its’ MCM Plan, including the ability to quickly and accurately dispense 
medication at a mass clinic.

Our problem?  We need 500 people to show up to the exercise to go through the dispensing 
process.  The reason for the large number is because in a real event it is estimated in the 
Queensbury area Warren County Public Health would have to process approximately 260 
people an hour for 48 hours to meet the needs of the public.  Our exercise is going to last for 
two hours as required to give us a snapshot of our capabilities.

Those interested in participating can go to https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/ 
and register in advance.

For more information, please contact:

Dan Durkee, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 
Warren County Health Services 
Phone: 518-761-6580 
Email: durkeed@warrencountyny.gov

Exam-Prep Jepperdee 
ARRL has just published another PowerPoint Jeopardy-type game for instructors to use in 
exam-prep classes for the General-class test.  The game was produced by Bob Raffaele, 
W2XM.

This is an interactive exam preparation study resource modeled after the popular television 
game show, Jeapardy!®.  Bob has produced Tech, General and Extra level games.

The new game, and several old ones, can be found at  http://www.arrl.org/instruction-exam-
practice-and-review.

Download the games or contact the author at W2XM@ARRL.NET to receive the files by e-mail 
and to request additional versions of the games.  Bob can also send you a schematic of his 
"Serious ‘XM Exam-prep Jepperdee" hardware set.

http://www.arrl.org/instruction-exam-practice-and-review
http://www.arrl.org/instruction-exam-practice-and-review
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/
mailto:durkeed@warrencountyny.gov
https://apps.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/
mailto:durkeed@warrencountyny.gov
http://www.k2ae.org
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Broughton Award 2015 Nominations 
The Broughton Award Committee is accepting written nominations for this year’s Henry Primm 
Broughton Memorial Award.  
The award is given for individual achievement, or for outstanding service to SARA, to amateur 
radio in general or to the community.
Last year the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Award was presented to Craig Wood, 
W2XAD, and consequently Craig is this year’s award committee chairperson.  Craig will be 
selecting two other past Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Award recipients to serve with him 
on the committee. 
Please submit your written nominations to Craig Wood.  Nominations should include 
candidates name, a brief biography, and reasons why the nominee should receive the award.
Please send nominations to Craig by the middle of April, this will allow enough time to prepare 
the award for presentation.
Send your nominations to: 
Craig Wood, W2XAD 
w2xad1@verizon.net  
(518) 370-5224

PAST SARA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
The following pages include past SARA Newsletter articles about Henry.  I hope you enjoy 
reading these articles and get a sense of who Henry Primm Broughton really was.

A special thank you to John Dilks K2TQN at http://www.k2tqn.com, Tom Roscoe K8CX at 
http://hamgallery.com, Bob Green W8JYZ at http://www.oldqslcards.com and QST Magazine 
for reprint and photo permission.

mailto:w2xad1@verizon.net
mailto:w2xad1@verizon.net
http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.k2tqn.com
http://hamgallery.com
http://www.oldqslcards.com
http://www.k2tqn.com
http://hamgallery.com
http://www.oldqslcards.com
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Board of Directors/Officers 

President 
Craig Wood - W2XAD 
Email: w2xad1@verizon.net 
Phone: 370-5224


Vice President 
Jim Silva - KC2ZVK 
Email: jsilva.NY@gmail.com 
Phone: 877-8032


Secretary 
James Stewart - K2PK 
Email: k2pk@arrl.net 
Phone: 399-1867


Treasurer 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net 
Phone: 399-7454


Director 
Paul Siemers - WY2F 
Email: psiemer2@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 371-0215


Director 
James MacMurray - N2UZQ 
Email: n2uzq@hotmail.com 
Phone: 772-9851


Director 
John Comanzo - KD2FVN 
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net


Director 
Hans Olsen - KD2FJL 
Email: olsenh625@strose.edu 
Phone: 632-1093


Standing Committees 

SARA News 
John Comanzo - KD2FVN 
Email: kd2fvn@arrl.net


Elmer & Antenna Party 
Tim Long - W2UI 
Email: tlong1@earthlink.net


K2AE Trustee 
Hal Post - AK2E 
Email: ak2e@arrl.net 
Phone: 306-6817


Repeater 
Scott Krone - N2YCA 
Email: n2yca@nycap.rr.com 
Phone: 273-1610


RFI/TVI 
Rudy Dehn - W2JVF 
Email: w2jvf@juno.com 
Phone: 372-6139


Public Service Events 
Tony Pazzola - W2BEJ


VE Team 
Al Kozakiewicz - AB2ZY 
Email: akozak@hourglass.com


FCC Exam Registration 
Phone: (518) 604-4128

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
http://www.k2ae.org


SARA Newsletter March 2015

http://www.k2ae.org saranews@k2ae.org Page �  of �9 10

Schenectady County Emergency Net 
SARA members act as Net Control Stations for the Schenectady County Emergency Net 
(SCEN) on Sunday afternoons.

EMERGENCY COORDINATOR:  JAMES MACMURRAY - N2UZQ

DAY OF WEEK TIME FREQUENCY MODE

Every Sunday 1:00 PM 444.200 K2AE Repeater

Every Sunday 1:30 PM 147.060 K2AE Repeater

1st Sunday 2:00 PM 3.953 LSB

2nd Sunday 2:00 PM 50.400 AM

3rd Sunday 2:00 PM 146.430 FM Simplex

4th Sunday 2:00 PM 28.325 USB

5th Sunday 2:00 PM 223.500 FM Simplex

The nets are open to all amateurs.  ARES RACES membership is not required to participate.  
The purpose of the nets is to train, pass any traffic that you might have and any 
announcements of general interest.

Do you know why “Dues are Gladly Accepted”? 
Because it makes Tim happy!


SARA DUES REMINDER

Have you paid your dues yet?  The SARA 
membership year runs from July to June and 
the 2014-2015 dues are due.  Please use the 
form on the last page or see Tim, W2UI, 
Treasurer at the next meeting.

If you have any articles, information, tips, tricks or items for sale 
you would like to include in the SARA Newsletter, send an email 
to saranews@k2ae.org with the subject “SARA Newsletter Ideas”.  
Please include your full name and call sign.

SARA NEEDS YOU!

mailto:saranews@k2ae.org?subject=
http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org?subject=
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org
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SARA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dues are gladly accepted (Please print legibly)

___ New Member
___ Renewal
___ Donation to the Repeater Fund.  Amount: ________________________

Membership Class:
___ Full (Licensed Amateur) - Dues: $20.00/year
___ New Member Initiation - $5.00/one time fee in addition to Full dues
      (Initiation fee is used to fund the Henry Primm Broughton Memorial Fund)

___ Spousal - Dues: $5.00/year.  Call sign of regular member: _____________
___ Student (K-12 and full-time undergraduate college) - Dues: $5.00/year

Call Sign (if licensed): ________________ License Class: _________________
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________
(Newsletters will be distributed via email unless otherwise specifically requested)

Are you a member of ___ ARRL ___ ARES ___ RACES ___ NTS

Please use a separate form for each member at your address.

Make checks payable to: Schenectady Amateur Radio Association

Mail your check and this completed form to:
Schenectady Amateur Radio Association
PO Box 449
Schenectady, NY 12301

You may also bring this form and your membership dues to the next SARA 
General meeting.

http://www.k2ae.org
mailto:saranews@k2ae.org

